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CANTO I. 



la oni life's jonme; at Ha midway stage 

I foimd m^Belf irithin a wood obscure, 

Where the riglit path wbicili guided me was lost 
Ahl whatitwaahowdiffionietotel]. 

This fiiieBt Bolitude, bo stern and wild 6 

That ov'n in thought my terror is renew'd, 
So grievoua bitter, death seems scarcely more ; 

Yet ere the good I found therein be told, 

Tia right to speak of other things I saw. 
How I gaiii'd entrance fails me now to tell, ig 

So deep my senae'a alumber at the point 

Where I abandon'd the clear way of truth. 
But when I reach'd uigh to a mountain's foot 

Where clos'd that valley np wluoh bad my heart 

Pain'd and afflicted witli a heaTy dread ; k 
UpwmdE I look'd, and em ita sbonlden oloQi'd 

With the efiUgeuce of that plaoet's ray, 

Which leadeth all Inen everywhere aright 
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CANTO 1. 



In menaura then did paas awny the fear, 

Which in mj heart's greiit (k'ptliH tli^il. night did lie. 
So spent by me in anguish deep nnd daik. 

Like unto one who with a struggling breath 
From ocean sav'd tiims from the beaoh to gaxe 
Upon the wat'iy peril he has pass'd ; 

So did my spirit fleeing onward still 

Looi back once more that passogo to behold 
Through which none pau'd and living ever left. 

When I had g^v^a my weary bod; mA, 
Up tibe Trild islope jouiney I nsom'd, 
Hy Lnr»t ever still my flimeat foot 

And b I where steep and roogh the ascent begKo, 
A leopard lithe and very snrift of limb 
Before me stood cloth'd in a spotted skin ; 

Ever in &ont of me and full in face 

It barr'd my onward way, so that my step 

At times could acarco restrain its backward move. 

It was the hour of dawning, when the aun 
Boso in his upward journey with those stars 
Which roll'd their spheres with him when Love Divine 

MoVd at the lint those things moat beautiful ; 
So I had ey'iy reason for my hope, 
Of the gay beauty of that ereatnre's akin, 

In the sweet season and the pleamnt time ; 
But not the leas my terror when beneath 
My fearftal gaze a lion nee to view. 



CANTO I. 
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He acsm'd towards me in his rage to spring 
Witii rav'ning hunger nnd uplifted head ; 
The air itself seem'd tanmuloua with fear ; 

And a Bhe-volf irtiioh in her leanness gamtt 
Looked fdU of gnaving, and of fierce de^, 
And had ere this brought maoy Itvestovoe. 

So great the tooiible pressing on my heart 
Bom of the fear which si|^t her awoke. 
That to attain the summit hope was dead. 

Like imto one who, gloddon'd bj hia gains, 
When the hour comes wliich sweeps them all away, 
In ov'ry thought sadden'd and toarful mourns ; 

So dill she trouble mo this restless beast, 
As facing mo, by small and small degrees, 
She thrust me back where silent is the aun, 

Wliilst to the lower ground I downwujd sank, 
One shewed himself unto my straining eyes, 
Who aeenwd, from dlenoe long eicmtinuad, hoana. 

When I behcM him in thwt desert TUti 
With a load oty I cried, — " Have juty thou, 
" Whether than art a si^iit or true man." 

" So man," ho anaweied, " but a man I was j 
" Jxi Lomhord land my parents drew their breath, 
" And both their placo and home in Mantua found. 

" Bom under Julins ere his pow'r supreme, 
" I lived irtule good Augustus held the rule, 
" And Home was filled with blse and lying Goda. 



CAlfTO I. 



" Poet 1 wflfl, and sung of that just son 
" Lov'd of Aiichiaes, when he passed from Troy, 
" What lime by fire cooaum'd proud Oion felL 75 

" But titou 1 why to tnioh wearinees return 1 
" Wiy doBt thou not the Mount Delightsoma wal^ 
" Of peribot joj atouoe llie aovroe and cause 1" 

" Art Urau that TirgU, thmt that fount bom libauae 
" Eternal qtreada Uie straam of Uving words t" — ai 
I aok'd, Willi downoBat eyea and boahful frtmt 

" Ohof all Poeta light and gloifthont 
" Aid me ihat study long and that graat loTe, 
" Whi(& made thy volume my unceaaing seareh. 

" My Uaster Uton and InBiuTatioii art ; ag 
" ThoQ — thou art he fkim whom alone I took 
" That noble Btylo nhich mo my glory won. 

" Behold that beiist from which I fearful turn ; 
" Help me — oh help me — great and famous Saga, 
" Sho makes me tremble both iti pulse aud yoin," g| 

" Another way, not hero thy pLi^iLigi^ lies," — ■ 
Ho answer'd me when ho perooivod my tears, 
" If tlum wouldst saye thee from this savage place; 

" For ]o I tliis creature, oause of Uqr great C17, 
" Lets none pass her, hut bo hars the way, k 
" And with anoh deadly malice, that ahe slaya. 

" So enl is her nature and so foul, 
" Her InstChl ^)petite is never qnenoh'd, 
" And alter eating she still craves the more. 
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CANTO I. 



' Beasts of all kinda her matea, and she will mata 
" With others many, till the hoimd shall come 
" And make her taata the pangs of dol'rodB dealli. 

' Earth and earth's riches he shall not deure, 
" Bat wisdom love and virtue — and between 
" Feltro and Feltro slinll his nation lie. 

' SaTiour of this down-trodden Italy, 
" For which Camilla gave her virgin liie, 
" Tornna, Enryalns and Kisns died ; 
He ev'tywhere the ceaseless obace aball press 
" Until be fhniBt her baek into that Hell, 
" Whence \sy the primal euTy drivoi she oame. 

'To thee tlien 1)etter oonnael I commend, ' 
" FcSlov thou me and I irill be tlij gi^de, 
" And lead thee hence tfiwuigli the Sternal Bealms j 

Where than sludt hear the wail of wild dequur, 
" And of old times the soirovM sinritB see 
" Calling in angn ish (to the second death ; 

And those too sbalt thou see content to lie 
" Til fiery torment, for they hope lo oome 
" At the good time unto the bloBBod souls ; 

To wiiich, if afterwariis tliu\i woiili!»t ii,si:i.-ii(i, 
" Then Eli!dl a purer spirit 1* llij Kiiide ; 
" To her I leave tlicc ivlicn from thee I lai't , 

For lo the Ruler ! Ho who reigns on high, 

" For that I was a rebel to His lav, 

" Wills none unto His gates by me shall come. 



CA.VTO I. 



" Lord orer all and eveiTwhere Supreme ! 

" Thero His great citj — there Eia Bofsl Throne ; 

" Ah happy irhom He there elects to atand !" — 
Jkud then I said , — " Poet I t^eo beseech 

" By that Great God who hob to theo unknown, 

" That this and greater evil I may See, 
" Conduct toe ouwarda whither thou host said, 

" That I may aea Oie holy Peter's gate, 

" And those most sorrowM of whom thou spea^Bt."-- 
So he paved onwards and I alter came. 



CANTO II. 



The day ma waning and tiie thuk'ning air 

' GiiTe note of test flrom trouble and from toil, - 
To all earth's ereatum^— I alone was left 

To arm mj apirit to sustain the fight 

Both of the jotirne7, and tbo aiiguiali dcoad, 
Which mem'ry never erring shall describe. 

Oh Muse 1 — oh loflj gcniua — mo now ; 
And tboii oh Mind which writeth nliiit I saw, 
Here itliail tlij tnie nobility appear ! 

Thus I began—" Oh Poet ! thou my guide, 

" Behold my strength — aaarch me if I have pow'r, 
" To meet thy faith and &ce the lolty work. 

" Thou sayet that he, of Silvius the Sire, 

" Although comiptiblo did breathe the breath 
" Of the immortal nitli his mortal sense. 

" And if the Great Opponent of all ill 

" Thus ddgn'd, in knowledge of the ]oBy fame 

" Of him who sprang, of that whioh rose from him ; 



CANTO II. 



" To man's intelligouce it Beemett good, 

" Since he of mighty Homo and of her pow'r, 
" In the Eiiipyi-piiii wil^ elprt.ed Sire ; 

" Both of whi,:li ivLTL faii.i rW -l uth muat be told), 
" For ever slaljIisiiM in the Holy Place 
" ^Viiero gmitoi- Potor's great Successor wts. 

" During hia progi-oss — honour'd by thy song, 
" He heiird of things whence in their order sprang 
" His own great Tiot'rf and the Papal Bobo. 

" There too in time the Chuaen YesBel wont 
" To fetch from thence ftSBurancB of that bith 
" Which is onr entnmce to Salvation'a path. 

" Bnt It — lAy go I fheret — who jpivea me ri^tt 
" £neaa I am not— I am no Paul ! 
" That I am -me&tj I nor others think 1 

" For if I fbarlpss ahoold the venture dare, 
" I (bar the venture may my folly prove. 
" Thj visdom better than mj reas'ning knows." — 

And as with him unwishing what lio ivieh'd, 
Who ehongCB purpose as now thouglits arise, 
So that his first inteiitiwis paiis iiwaj ; 

It was with me when on that coast obijcurc ; 
For aK tlioiiglit t-rew, tliu tiiterprifiU was lost, 
Wliioli at the first so quickly I dcair'd. 

" If I thy worda have rightly understood," 
Then answer'd ma thsl shade magnanimous, — 
" Thy spirit is 1^ covardioe nnstniDg, 
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" By \d)iak nftn oft is btndai'd bes^ 
" So that he trniu swajfromlunioiu'H call, 
" Aa 1 beut ttarta, by vMon ftlie deeeiv'd. 

" That from thk fear tkm loaj'st thyself absolve, 
" I tell thee why I came — vhat I did hear, 
" Ev'n 6t tho moment first for theo I griev'd, 

" Among the Souls Buapecded, lo I waa 1 
" A Lady called me, beautiful and bleaa'd, 
" So that my wish did long for her oomutand. 

" Her eyea were brightar llian the stars of light; 
" And ahe began to speak softly and low, 
" And her diBcourae was as an angel's voice ; 

" ' Oh Mantuan — oh raoat gentle epiiit — thou ! 
" 'Whose fame embrocee the wide world's expanse, 
" 'And shall endure so long its morement laata ; 

" ' A &iend of mine, bnt yet not ibrtnners fiund, 
" ' la hinder'd so in that most lonely plaoe 
" ' lliat from hie jouiney he reooils in dread. 

" 'I fear eVn tarn, deqiuring he is lost, 
" ' For all too Iftte onto Ma help I oome, 
" ' Knowing what I have heard of him in HeaT'n. 

" ' Go then to him and with thy golden wordii, 
" ' And with all else his safety may demand, 
" 'Aid him that I may consolation find. 

" ' For I am Beatrice who bid thee go ; 
" ' I come from whence I hanger to return ; 
" ' Ho^ed by that love which ttrges me t» apeak. 
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OASTQ II. 



" 'WbenI BbAllBtandiiipreBeiuwof HyLord, 

" 'Oft shall 11:7 to lum be fta]l^tlLe&' 

" So ahe was mlent — and then I b^fsa ; n 
'■' ' Ob Lad^ Virtoous and throo^ whom alone 

" 'Thebunuuiraoa exoelsallelMooiitfuiied 

" ' Within the leaaer oiicle of tha Eeav'ne, 
" ' So vety Bwaet to me ia thy command, 

" ' That my obedience — eVn in act — is slow, so 

" ' Further thou neod'st not open mc thy wiD. 
" 'But tell me why thou car,i;it to dcsuiind 

" ' Down to tluB limbo from the rogiou wide 
' Whitlier thou bumeat to return again.' 
" ' Siuco deeper kuowloiJgo ia so mucli thy wish, 

" ' Briefly I teli theo,' — bo she anawer miide, — 

" 'Why here to enter bringeth me no fear. 
'' ' Those things alone ore to be fear'd vhioh Iutc 

" 'PoVr to do others evil J aD beside, 

" 'If pov^Iesm todo, oanoauBeioo dvead. » 
" ' Qod in hiB mercy hatb bo &ahion'd mOj 

" < B; an your misery I am never touoh'd, 

'' ' And this hot flame aBsailetli me in Tsin. 
" ' In HeaVn a gentle Lady so bewafle 

" ' The hindranoe Ibr the tdiieh thine aid I dum, gs 

" "Ibat the Ei^ Judgment bowB to her lunenL 
"' She in her ui^t prayer on Lnoia oall'd 

" ' And a^— Of thee thy Mthfld Mend hath need, 

" ' Him to thy loving pity I entrust 
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CANTO II. 



" ' Lnda, to whom all oniel tluDga are bate, 
" ' MoT'd onwards to the place wherein I was, 
" ' Seated wifhBBchel of tbeandent time. 
" ' And stud — Oh Beatrice, God's veiy praise 1 
" ' Why help not him vhoBO love for thee was such, 
" ' He from tlio wcirid i)f common men ciimi; forth ; 
' ' Heareet thou not the niij^iali of hia pluint t 
" ' Doat tli"i.i not see the death he combatoth 
" ' Iq life's liercQ (looii ?— where the sea, pow'riesa roDs. 
' 'None mortal ever iiiiatcn'd with such hnate 
" ' To elmn the evil or to seiae tlie good, 
" ' As I upon the utt'ranoo of these words, 
' ' Descended hither from my hlesa'd abode, 
" ' Trusting to thy disoourse so fiill of tnitli, 
" ' Whieh hotumni thee and those Tiho pve it ear.' — 
t AfEet she thas lutd spokoi, then aside 
" She tntn'd her dutung eyes heavy wiSi teats ; 
" Wherefore my wiah to aid her stronger grow ; 
And so to thee I eame, 07*11 bb sho wlah'd ; 
" From the fierce creature T have rescued thee, 
" 'Which olAa'd the true way to tho plensant Moimt 
What hast thou then ! why — why delayeat thou 1 
"Why doth uueh eownrriice thy hcaTt iiBaail? 
" Why fail tiiv noiira.rc iiu.l the will to dii,rol 
When three such blessed Ladiea in the Court 
" Of the ffigh Heav'n so make thy weal their charge, 
" And in my words auch promise I have giVn t " — 
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CANTO II. 



^ an the flow'retii the M>Id at nl^t 
Drooping and oloa'dtOl brig^ten'dl^y the nm, 
'ffhen stnug^ifith op'uing lesm tfaej upward ahoot ; 

So onca agiun mj dnx^iiig carnage roee ; 
And throngfa my heart so great au ordoni ooWd, 
Thai, w one flill of boldness thus I spake ; 

" Oh she most pitiful who gave me help 1 
" Oh thou most gentle who so quickly gave 
" Obedience to her true find loving TTorda ! 

" Thou hast BO fiOcd my heart with deep desire, 
" To make tlio venture, hy thy noble words, 
" That I return unto my first rcBolve. 

" Load on — one only will inspires us both ; 

" My guide, My Lord, My Master Id thoa art !" — 
And ea I spakt^ and when he onvaids moVdj 

I mtei'd on the deep koA dang^Tout mty. 



CANTO m 



" 1 am tlio way unto the Juloroua city ; 

" I am tha way unto th' eternal dole ; 

" I am tlis way unto the spirits lost. 
" By Justice was my mighty Mater mov'd ; 

" Omnipotenoe Divine created me, 

■< Infinite Wiidom and Primeval Ziore. 
" Fiicff to me no ttung created was 

" But things etonifll— 'I eternal ^ 

" Leave hope behind all ye who enter here." — 
These words in gjoon^ colour I beheld 

Over a porta) written— then I «aid 

" Ulster I — thnr ir*ffl*""'g seemetii to me hard." 
He tuiBwei^d me lilEe one of indght i^uick ; 

" Here all nupdon mnat be oast aside ; 

" Here oowaidioe may no eiiatence find. 
" Now we have leaob'd the place of whioli I spake, 

" And tliou (halt see the sonls most wwiowfiil 

" mo the Bealitade eu^eme have lost." 
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CAiTTO III. 



And then within my hand he pWd his own 
Wiiti cheerM aspect, and I comfort took ; 
So to the hidden things he led me in. 

Here aigha and moana ami wiling? tenible 
Resounded thnnj^ the dim and stailen air ; 
EYn at the ftrat my tem mi^t not be eta^'d. 

ToDgnea diTSne, find and horrible digoomae, 
Utteiinge of grief and aooantat^ deep rage, 
Worda load and hoane, the aooud of niging handa 

Fierce tumult made, ithloh aweepa with oeaaeleaa roll 
In the doap darkncsa of that timcIosB air, 
Ab the sand ni^lu;^ hIrti; tli,^ nliirlwiiid lilows. 

And I wlioac licr.d iu iu'iioraiito ■■viiji ljuiind, 
Cried — " Muster ! say what mcanotli this I hcru-! 
" And who be they who seem ao sunk in pain V 

He swd — " Thie state of miaery is held 
" By the sad spirits of those, who in their livea 
" Knew neither act of infamy nor praise. 

" And thoy are mingl'd with the wicked choir 
" Of Angela who, not rebela to their God, 
" Wero yet not &ithfbl, knowing but themaelves ; 

" Cast forth that HeavVs poze bean^ be not stain'd, 
" Into Hell'a ^oomy dqiths permitted not 
" Lest th^ be caoBS of gloiy to die lost;" 

Then I—" Oh Haater, vdiat the migh^ grief 
" Which ma]^ in tliem such lamentation lond V 
He anaweifd me — " This In few words I tell 
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" 33u»a lilkDm thou hove no hope itf dentil, 
" And tbiai Mind life ao ieepfy is debaa'd 
" That tii^ are envious of all othera' atat^ 

" No name nor fiune the world to them acooids; 
" UBT07 and Jnadoe hold them in dtBdaJn ; — 
" Let US not talk of tliem, but look and pass." 

And I who looked beheld a banner roll 

Its whirling folds along with aweep bo swift, 
It HeemGd oa if disdaining all repose. 

And then behind it came so long a train 
Of spirits, I myself bad scarce belief 
That death so many ever had undone. 

Some there I recognis'd, and then my gaze 
Was fix'd, and I beheld the shade of him 
Whoao coward blood teuouiio'd bis lofty stated 

And so inuuntineut I knew that those 
Were surely of the sect of wicked men 
To God displetudDg-— and to I^ wiwTQtpa. 

They tii6 aaoDiBid In vbaia. life was naught, 
Were naked and were Gerlse]; goaded on 
By Hwarma gnats uid WBSpa 4bouitding thete. 

Theae mark'd tiimr viaagea witL atrealm blood 
'Whidi roinj^'d widi th^ team, and at th^ feet 
Waa bj moat foul and loathsome wotma oousum'd. 

And as my gase piero'd fbither, I belield 
A orowd upon a migh^ rirer'a bank j 
Wberetbre I aud — " Oh Master, gnat tbat I 
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GASTO nr. 



" Mftj know w}u Ouae ma.y be and -wbat, rastitunt 
" Htktt tbsm qipear so eager to peas o'er, 
" Aa ilie glimmering I oan discern." 

Se said to me — " All theae tlunga tiiou ahalt know 
" So aoon our footatepe aball have oome to lest 
" On the moat Horrowjiil share of Acheron." — 

Then with mine eyes downcast and full of shame, 
Fearing my speaking may have Iroubl'd him, 
I ulence kept until the stream was reaoh'd. 

And lo 1 towards us in a bark approacb'd 
An aged man and white with hoary liair 
Cr}'iiig — -" Woo, woe to you, ye wicked soula I 

Hope not that you ciiii CYcr lisavcit behold ; 
I come to guide you to the other shore. 
To night otomal, endless cold and heat. 

And thou, oh Uving spirit, who art here, 
Tan; not thou with theae who are the dead." 
Butirtienhe tKV Qi^t I departed nol^ 

He KoA, " "Aj otter ways, other raeaiu, 
The Bhore thou gaines^ here thou paaaeat not ; 
A lighter baA must cany thee aeroaa." 

" Charon,"— the Leader swd— " oeese from thy ; 
" There It ia wi&'d, where ia the pow'r to do 
" That which iawill'd; ao(|ueation thou no more." — 

^len there was quiet to liie bearded eheeka 
Of him, die ^lot of the livid lake, 
Anmnd whoK ^r^Mtlb fieiy oirolea rdl'd. 



CANTO III. 



Bat tlut most miserable and naked crowd 

Cluing'd oalaur, and began to gtutah tbdr teeth, 
Inunediateljr tliej lieard tbose cruel words. 

God tliejr blufphem'd, their parents they blaaphem'd. 

The hiimnn raco, the place, the time, the seed 

Of their conception mid iiiitivlty. 
Tlieri bj uiio iiii],u!i-ii ilrii'ii tlicy (lEiiviirils nisli'd 

With bitter weeping to th' accui-Bcd shore ; 

The doom of all who have not God iti fear. 
Charon the demon, with hia flaming eye 

Giving them signal, there collects tbein all ; 

And with his oar strikes each who makes delay. 
Ah do the leaves in autumn loosen hold. 

One after other, till the naked branoh 

Banden Ha leafy houonrs to the earth : 
In a Uke nuimat Adam's evil seed 

IHd one one thrust themselves from the bank, 

Lur'd by the tignal u «. Iriid is Im'd. 
Tbxa o'er the gloomy wave tliey took their vug. 
And whilst the other mAa was yet npreach'd. 

Already a fresh crowd had fili'd th^ place. 
" My son " — tio courteous Master said to me, 

" All tlioso who die in the great wrath of God, 

" Eager they are fo pass across the stream, 
" For God's eternal jusMoe goads them on j 
" So diat tbelr fear is tum'd into desire. 
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CANTO III. 



" No righteous SjMt pawetb over bare j 
" Therefore if Charon moke oompluut of thm, 
" Thou kuowest well the meaning of hia words." — 

When he had spoken, lo ! the gloomy plain 

TTith & load trembling shook, and auch my fear. 
That a groat sweat bedsws me at the thought. 

The weeping earth gare forth a nugh^ wind. 
Flashing widi lightnings of vermilion hoe, 
By ^oh all senae and knowledge wore dedz^^d, 

And u one lei^d irith loddea deep, I tetL 



CANTO IV. 



My head's deep sleep waa broken by the sound 
Of heavy thunder, and I roua'd myaelf 
lake one KWtikaiii Buddenly bj fonw; 

And when mine ejea hid »Bt, I east them round 
Standing erect, and fixedly I guii 
That I might know fta ptaoe when now I was. 

And Id I I fotmd myself npon the hnnk 
Of a gnat tsU^b ddontna abjrBS, 
Where swells the sound of infinite l&ment. 

Oloon^ it was, j^ofijund, and aebulons, 
So that my gaze, though riveted helow, 
Had no discenunent of what might be there. 

" Let uH pass downwards to the sightless world," 
The Poet said, hia Tistige ashy palo ; 
" I lead the way, the second tliou shalt come." — 

But I, who quickly aaw his colour cliange, 
Said — " How shell I, if fear ev'n masters thee, 
" Thou until now my comforter in doubt %" 
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CANTO IV. 



Ha anewer'd ma — " The agonj of those 
" Wbo are beneath, upon ttty features punts 
" That pilj which thou takest to bo fear, 

" Onward 1 — the length of road brooka no delay." 
So he, and mov'd by him, ho entered I 
In the f\rr,l circle wliicli tli* nbj'HB aurroimdB. 

There as I listcn'd I cuiild henr no aound 
Of pliuiit or inonn, but rather tliat of sighs 
Which tremulous did stir tli' eternal air ; 

This came not from the martyrdom of ptdn, 
But from the dole of those, mitny and great. 
Of ohildren, and women, and of men. 

Hj kindly master sud — " Thou askeat not 
" Who he those ajdrita trhich thou seest uovl 
" Yet eie we further go, be to tbee known 

" They dnned not ; yet no tmarit daim'd by them 
" Availeth aug^t, because they never knew' 
" The Grace Baptiamal, portal of thy creed : 

" And if they liry before the day of Grace, 
" They could not in right spirit worship God : 
" And of that number I myself am one. 

" For this default and for no other guilt 
" We are lost souk ; afflicted only thus, 
" That oyer hopeless wo must still desire." 

On hearing this, great sorrow iiU'd my heart, 
For I knew well that many priceless souls 
Were in that limbo in suspension held. 



CANTO lY. 



J' Tall me, my master, tell me, m^r lotd " — 
I cried, wiahiog to giun assurauce full 
Toualiiiig that faith which ermr all buMuos ; 

" Did ever henoe go fortli — by his own works 
" Or other's merit, one wlio blies attaiu'd t" 
And iio, M'liu kntw mj iiinoi- lutjiiniiig, said: 

" But a slioit spaa: uf tinii; m)- aojmim here, 
" When la ! 1 saw Out.' cun.u, a Potent one , 
" Witli emblem anii with sign of Tictorj orown'd ; 

" lie drew from hence our prim.il father's shade, 
" Tlie sliode of Abel, and the shiide of Noah, 
" Moses who goTe the law, obedient hint, 

" The Patriarch Ahrsbun, David the guest king, 
" And Israel with his Mher and his nma, 
" And with his Bachel for whose love he toil'd ; 

" With others numj ; and He made them hlera'd ; 
" But know thou this, thut before these did none 
" Of spirit htunan to solvation come." 

We oeas'd not from onr juumey aa he spake, 
But through the forest p^iss'd continuously, 
For BO I call that eoiiiitlesn cnind iiraQiiis. 

Not yet far ciniviu-d ivero we on our way 
This eido the siuninit, wlieii bdiiild a fire 
C!onq*rii,g the t,'hmni ..f tliat. dark heinisiOuTL^. 

We wore still distant from it some small apace. 
But scarcely such that I mi^t not discern 
A band iUmtrious held possession there. 



CASTO ir. 



" Oh thiMi wlra hououMiit art and tAmae, my- 
" Wio may those be wlio are of snoh renown 
" Thej fhim. all others hold themsehrea apart P — 

He made ijae answer — " Their moet hononi'd name, 
" Which loud resounded in thj life above, 
" Prevails In Eeav'u to ^ve them honour here." 

While jet he spoke I heard a voice exclaim : — 
" Unto the loftiest Poet honour give, 
Hia ehndo wliich left iia hwth returned agnin I" 

And wlieti tlie voice lind spoken, and was still, 
I saw iippraacliing us four mighty shades, 
With aspect Eliowing neither grief nor joy. 

And then to mo my kludly master said r 

" Take note ofhim wlio with that award in band 
" Before the otlier three cornea as their loid 

" Homer the Poet Sovereign is ho I — 
" Next Horeoe oomes, the aatirist, and then 
" Ovid the third, and lastly Lnoan comes. 

" Since each agrees vlth me in the eame name, 
" Whioh they all sound as with one voice alone ; 
" Th^ do roe honour and in this do welL" — 

So I beheld assemU'd the fair school 
Of lum the lord aopreme of loftieBt song, ' 
Who above otbera like an eagle soaiB. 

Converse they held together for brief spooe ,* 
Then with a courteous ugn they tum'd to me, 
At seeuig whioh my gentle master smtl'd 



OAITTO 17. 



And then withgmter honour I wu orowa'd ; 

For of their oompu^ they made ma one; 

Jji BO much wisdom I waa thus n nxQi. 
Then we bQ forward moVd towards the lights 

Speaking of things, not meet to apeak of now. 

Though at the time and place the; saited wsU 
Nigh to a stately castle's foot we came, 

By loitj walls endrol'd seven times roimd, 

And with a pleasant rivulet for moat 
O'er this we pass'd, as it hod been dry ground ; 

Through seven gates ent'ring with those spirits irise. 

We reach'd a meadow with fresh vei'dure green. 
People were there nitb eyes sedate aud grave. 

Bearing the look of high authority ; 

Seldom tbey spake, and thon with gentle voiee. 
We at one angle tum'd our steps a^da 

Into an open space lofty and light, 

Whenoe all the great anomUage mi^t be tern. 
There on tho green eousel &oing me 

Those aaf^sHis qnrits unto me were shown, 

Whom er'n to see was gloiy to myselt 
I saw Electm with a goodly tfun. 

In which I matk'd both Heotor and .^LeBs ; 

ind BtmM Cnar with the eagle eye ; 
I saw Camilla and Penthetilea; 

On tit' other dde I saw the Latin king 

There seated with I«vima bis child ; 
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CANTO IF. 



That Brutus, by nliuii. Tiin;ui[i was expell'd; 

Lucreiia, Juliii, Martia, Cornelia ; 

And, himwlf apart, the Saladin. 
And as my -rMon somevhat higher ranged, 

I aav the mmiter of the leoru'd and wise 

Among the Bona of wUdom seated chief ; 
All gaze on him and give him honour gteat 

There Plato too I eav and Secrates, 

Who near to him before ell others aland ; 
Democritua who holds the world as ohauce, 

Anaiagoroa, Diogonce, B.nd ThaleB, 

Bmpedooles, Ilcrarlitns. Zfi'y , 
And him, oolleel.iy i.u'i i.-rij.it jiui^i! of herbs, 

DioBOorides, and Orpheus too I eaw ; 

Seneca the moralist, Tullius and Livj ; 
EuoMd geometer, and Ptolomy, 

Hippocrates, Avicenna, Galen ; 

And ATerrhoSs — oommentator great 
All folly to recount I lack the pow'r, 

Tta the vast theme, bo hurriea me along 

That oft eipresdon fiula me in mj work, 
Ooi nninber leasena now from Biz to two j 

Vfy leader wise leodB me another wsj, 

Fortit from the still onto the trembling air, 
And tiiere where all Ib rayleSB, 1o I oome. 



CANTO V. 



From the first drcuU thus I downwarda posa'd 
Into the Becond, girdling smaller space, 
Where so much gi'oater woo brcaku forth iu howls. 

There horrible and grinning Minos sits ; 
Ab eiwh one enteiB, everj crime lie marlcs. 
Judges, iiiiimiimaa, aa lie twines himwE 

For BO it ia that aa each mis-bom soul 
There stands before him, it oon&sses all ; 
And he tba great loqnidtor of Sin 

Sees in what place of Hell shall ba ita place ; 
He coils his Uil anrand him just so oft 
As die d^jreea he wills eadi soul shall duk. 

Always before him stands a ooncourse vast ; 
Each comes to judgm«Qt as his turn presents ; 
They speak, and hear, and then are thrust below. 

" Oh thou who comest to the home of pdn," 
Said to me Minos, when he saw me liere. 
Ceasing awhile Ms act of judgment high, — 
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CANTO 7. 



" See how thou enfrest, and in whom thy tniat ; 
" By the wide entrance bo not thou docoiv'd," 
Then Boid my guide to him; — " Wlqr ohidest tiumt 

<■ Elndm fliou not luB &ted entnuloe Iiere ; 
" There it is will'd, nbere la the pov'r to do 
" Hat wbloh is mll'd ; ao question thou no more." 

And thm bemme the hottowM laments 
To me iU sendble ;-^unr I am eome 
Where deadly anguish strikes my being through, 

Into a place where eT'17 light is mute. 
And there is roaring as when tempeat struck, 
The ocean battles with oppo^ng winds. 

The hurricane iufcmal, resting never, 
With its fierce Any drives the spirits on ; 
Rolling and striking them with torment dread. 

When thoy arrive iMfore tlie slutter'd strand, 
Their evil cries, and moans, and fierce lamoats, 
God's Pow'r and Awful Majesty blaaphemo. 

Then I perceiv'd this torment was to those 
Whose oondemnation was for csntal sins, 
Who made tbeir Teewm sntgeot to tbrir lusts. 

As statUngs in their wingM itreDgti) an Ixnua 
In irinter BesBon, flooking wide and deep ; 
So are tha wioked sprits by Hub Uast 

Upwards and downwards, hitiier, thither swept, 
Having to comfort them no hope of rest 
From their great woe, nor e'en of lesser pain. 



CANTO 7. 



And aB tl)e raaneB float on wttli plaintiTe aoiig. 

Making fn fli^t Imig linaa acmes the ; 

So nw I coma and uttering mulings loud, 
QhoBts driven onwaid by that tempest fionw. 

Then said I — '' Tell me, Master, vba be they a 

"Whom the Islaok air w beateth to and fh> r — 
" The tint cS them whom thy great denre 

" To know the atory," — so to me he Bud, 

" Was EmpieBa over lands of mimy tongueiL 
** She irith hixnrioiui vice was so corrupt, as 

" LuBt Bbe made lawful in her laws, to take 

" From her own conduct ftU restraint of blama 
" She In ScmiramiB, of great renown, 

" Of Nious the succosaor and the apouao ; 

" She hold the land which now the SolJuu rules. 
" The other, she who amorous slew herwlf, 

" And who her faith witb dead Sichoius broke ; 

" Then Cleoiiatt*, the luxnrioua Quean." 
Helen I aaw, idioee ^ heoame the came 

Of ao mtioh erS ; oad Achilles great a 

Who fought irith lore and pajahed In the fight. 
Paris I ta.-w, and Triabui} and he naiu'd 

And iritb his flnggp pelted tiiouaanda more 

fi^ lore dinevei'd from our breottiuig life. 
When I had heard my Uaster name the throng 70 

Of dames and cavaUeni <£ anoient times, 

Kty o'ercame me and perplex'd I grew. 
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CANTO T. 



" Povt," I Ktid, " I have a lonpng wish 
" To ipeak to those two Bpiiita who bo ding 
" Togethei' and bo li^tfy preea the air." 75 

He uuwer'd me — " Mark thou when they shall be, 
" Nearer to ub ; then praj them bj thftt love 
" Which biiidu them inthoirfii^t; BndtluifwiUooma." 

So nlien the wind Imd swept them to«*n3a vb, then 
I raised my voice : — " Oh Bouls most Borrowfbl, w 
" Coins ye and apvuV to us, if not forbid." 

Ab dovea, by the sweet will of instinct call'd 

To their luv'd nest, with stretch'd and rigid wings 
Cleave through the air, borne onwnrds bj the wish ; 

So from the troop round Dido forth tlieae came, 
Haat'iiiug towards us through th' infected Jlir, 
So great the puissance of that pitying cry. 

" Oh creature gracioua and benignant, thou, 

" Who through the air of purple blackness com'st 

" To vi^t UB who Btoiu'd the earth blood j tig 

" If the great King EtemHl were our friend, 
" To Him our prayer were ofibt'd for thy peaoe, 
" Since thou host pity <^ our wretched wrong. 
' " Whate'er it pleueth thee to hear and apeak, 

" That we will hear, and we will tell to jou bq 
" mtHat the now ulent wuid continueth stilL 

" The land where I was bom is seated there 
" On the sea's margin, where the Po descends 
" With all its tributaries seeking reBt 
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" Lore which the gentle heart no soon InflMnes igo 
" Smote this one iridi the beauty of that fona 
" So torn from me, the way still givos rae griof. 

" Love, vhioh fram no one lov'd denial takes, 
" FlU'd tne in tliiH one's love with jo; so gre&t, 
" That M thou seifflt il still clings to me. ■ iik 

" Love in our passion k-d us to one licatli ; 
" Cains airoits him wlio our boilictt slew." 
These words from them were carried unto 

But when I heard those souls moat sorrowful, 

My visngQ droop'd and long I hclil it nunk, ]]a 
Until tho Poet said — " What thinkeat thou I " 

And then I answer'd — " Oh most pitiful ! 

" How sweet the thoughts, how mighty ihe desire 

" Whieh broQght those creatures to tluB dolorous pass I " 

Turning again towards them, diea I said : m 
" Fntncesca, thy great Bufferings make me drop 
" Great tears of anguish, sormwfiil and sad. 

" Bnt tell me — at the time of your sweet mgha, 
" When and how Love first granted you to know 
" Of your dedrcs and doubts the moaning full t " ]ai 

She B^d to me — " No greater grief tlian this, 
" Mem'rj" to liold of tho piist li^ipjiy time 

" But if thou hast bo great desire to hoar 
" Of otur dear lava tlie early spring and bad, he 
" I win now speak aa one who weeps and speaks. 
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" One d&y ws rMd, to paaa a [deaaaut time, 
" How Laooelot was bonnd in ohuns of lore; 
" AkmB ws vere and no mqiialoii kneir. 

" Often we a^'A ; and aa we read, our ejes 

" Each other Bought, the colour fled our cheeks ; 

" But wo woro nmquish'd liy one point alone. 
" When we had read how the smile long desir'd 

" Wbh kias'd by him who lov'd with aucli deep love, 

" Has one, from me no more to be apart, 
" TramUing all over, kiea'd mc on the mouth. 

" Galeotto was the writei* mid the book ; 

" In it we read no further on that day."— 
Whilst the one spake, the other spirit wept 

TeaiB of such aorrow, that from pity I 

Was a deathlike fiunttit«a overoome ; 
And k, I u n dead body &lls. 



CANTO VI. 



As ndiid rallied from the deep oollc^Be 
Socn of mj jp^ for Ibe kindled p^, 
. And whidh irith Hidneas liad 107 Bonl oonflu'd, 

Keoh tomtits, and &edi BonU in torment held, 
I saw aromid me, vbereaae'er I moVd, 
Where'eF I tamed, vliereTer onriotu gued. 

In the tluid dide now I am, of n^n 
Eternal aad aconisM, heavy, oold ; 
Knowing no ohange of quantity or kind. 

Greitt hailstones, irater fonl aai iaky, snow 
Through the tenebrons tur are ncatter'd forth ; 
Ottuang gteat Bteooh vhertf er th^ fiiry falls. 

tie monster Cerberus, cmel, fierce fmd etrange, 
Barka like s dog from out his triple throat 
Over the moMtnde sabmerg^ tbere. 

With eyes vetmiUon, black and SIthy beai^. 
With belly laiige, with sharp and {nenili^ elawi 
He tean those spirite, flay^ dismembeiB fhsm. 



OASTO 71. 



Tbe show'r uniwEuiiig makes them howl like dogs. 
EVeqnent, each ude altematiiig, thajr turn, 
Imrard for eholter, metohea most profime I 

When Cerbenu, tbe greftt wwm, disooveT'd na, 
His montb Iia opeu'd, and his tusks he shoVd ; 
His every limb with raotlesB motiim quii&. 

And he leader, Btretohiii{tfi>rth hisIiaiidB, 
Took of the etuth and, having fiU'd t&em bath, 
TTiiew it within the insatiata moiutei's maw. 

Afi a dog barring with a flerce deeire, 
Tasting the food, is suddenly appeas'd, 
And snarls nnd battles o'or the morsel aought ; 

So with the foul [iml filthy muzzlea it was 
Of Cerbema, the demon nhoae great roar 
So stona those spirits, they wonld fain bo deaf. 

Over the ghosts we pasa'd, struck to the ground 
By the fierce rain, and plao'd our leet on what 
Though incorporeal stil] ooiporeal seem'd. 

They an 1^ strettdi'd upon tbe ground save one, 
Who qnicUf moving, nprif^t sate and said. 
When he'peroeiv'd that we were passiiig : 

" Oh thou, who through this netlier, HeQ art dnggfd, 
^' He dost Oion raot^nise 1 If m, then speak, 
" For before death, unmade me, thou wert mad&" 

I answai'd bim — " The at^uish which hast 
" Perhaps withdraws thee from my memoiy. 
" I never saw lliee, so at least it seems. 



■OANTO ri. 



" But tell me who thoa art, nho thus art plnc'd 
" In the sad repon of such grief and pain ; 
" 7hat if some greater, bo offenaiva none." 

He tmswefd me — " "Hiy oi^, now bo full 
" Of envy tbat the meaauie runuedi o'er, 
" Waa my abode in my liffa peaceful days ; 

" Tou call'd me CiHcao, you, ya oitizans ; 
" For gluttony's accuraSd aiii I lie, 
" As now thou seSst, by tbia toiiipenl worn ; 

" And I, vinhnppj soul, am not iilnne, 
■' All bore a puiiialiment alike receivo 
" For sins alike und thou he oeas'd to apeak. 

I nnawer'd him — " Ciaoco, thy mighty grief 
" So woigba upon me, that it moves my tears ; 
" But tell me, if tbou canat, how will it be 

" Ti^th this divided city's citizens 1 

" Be there one just roan there 1 Tell me the cause 
" Why Buoh diaeord it ia now asaail'd T 

And he to me — " I>igpntes continued long 
" Wni come to hlood, the f^ion of tiio woods - 
" Win hunt the other forth with iqjtuy sore ; 

" But spee^ ia ita &U. Before three auns 
" Complete their orUta aliall the other mount 
" By aid of him whose flattery ready cornea. 

" Long shall he bear his front uplifted bigli, 
" Holding the other under heavy loads, 
" However it may grieve, however nge. 
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" Two Just there are ; but these will no one hear, 
" For gnawing envy, ayarice, and pride 
" Are the three sparks whiuh have all bearts inflam'd." 

And BO hiH lamentable tale Ite akn/d. 
And then I spake — " Still would I f\irther Iiear, 
" And thank thj courtesy to tell me more, 

" Flnruiata and Tegghiu^ vceOij boUi, 
" Jaoopo Bna^oood, Arrigo, 
" Hovoa and otbeis, quick to do die ti^t — 

" Tall me vhere they are, let ms know their state ; 
" Oh gnat is my dedre to know if Uiey 
" Be Booth'd in Heav'n, or poison'd be in Hell f 

He Biud — " Thdr place is vith the blacker souls, 
" BraggM donuwardB to the depths b; other crimes, 
" There to bo aeon, if thou desocnd'at so low ; 

" But when again the sweet earth thou stinlt tread, 
" Cfttl me, I prt^ thee, to men's memorios. 
" I speak no more, no further answer give." 

With eyes strange tvisted haca their vision true, 
He gB^d on me a moment, bow'd bis head. 
Then, like the others, blind and prostrets foE 

And my guide said to me — " He wakes no more, 
" Till at the sound of the angelic trump, 
" When Uie Great Fov^ Antagonist shall oome. 

" Then each shall find aguu his gloomy tomb, 
" Eooh shall resume his Seih and earthly fimn, 
" Each bear what through eternity shall peal." 
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Onvard ti&vell'd, through the mixture foul 
Of ghosta utd driving rt^ with meosnr'd steps, 
Touching the vbile upon the life to come, 

And then I aaid — " These tonnentt^ master, mj, 
" Win they increase after the awfiil doom, 
" Or become loss I Will they bo sharp ob now X' 

Then he to me — " Unto thy science tiini, 

" Which teaches, the more perfect be the thing, 
" It knovs the good, it feels the sufTcring more. 

" Although this multitude aecura'd may not 
" Unto the true perfection ever come, 
" After, mther than now, they look for it" 

Wo look our oourao ciroiiitouB along, 
Speakmg of things, not to be spoke again ; 
We teaeh'd the pdnt idiers downward sinka the vray ; 

There we fbmid Plutus, the great enemy. 



CANTO VII. 



" PapS Satan, pap6 Satan, aleppe," 

Plutua began witb rauoouH voics toerj ; 

And he, gentle nge, vho all things knew, 
Said this to comfort me—" Ba not oaat down 

" B7 thine own &ar, ibr poVriu! though he be, 

" Ha ihall not bar to xa tlu rocta descent." 
And then he tum'd to that rage-awollen face. 

And Biud — " Cease, cease, oh irolf accura'd 1 be thou 

" Bf -Huue own fiuy invnrdl; consumed. 
" Hot without i!a,uso we seek the depth of depths ; 

" It ia tho will shove, wlicre Michael's sword 
Tudk vtiigeaiice on the ]iride adulterous." 
Ab a ahip'a sails diGtended hj the wind 

Fall loose and twisted round tlie ehiver'd mast. 

So to tie eartli this cniol monster fell. 
ThiiB we descended to tho fourth ooncnyc, 

Holdmg more fuUy to the doleful sliore. 
Which evil nt^Teraa] oil inToWes. 



CANTO 711. 



Oh, God's great justice 1 who beapa up the muss 
Of pains and labours new which meet mine e;e 1 
Why does our crime bo tear and torture ubJ 

As the wild watenj o'er Chacjbdis rush. 

Wave meeting wave and breaking with tha shock, 
So in their dance the erond for ever whirls. 

Nowhere I aaw no vast a multitude, 

Who, vith great howling, and ou either side, 
RoH nug^^ mABua their velgitt of dieat, 

Str ilring* agtuDBt e&oh other i and as ocuih 
st"^!" from the shock, back rolling with the crj , 
*■ Wh; boldest thoD, vbj easiest thou amj 1 " 

Thus the gloomy cinnut tiiay return 
Faan eveij jmt to die pcunt eppocdto, 
For erer dpog out their dunt obscene. 

Hence each one aa he gtun'd the pcnnt wheel'd back 
Bj his own oircuit to the shock again. 
And I with heart compaasicnate began ; — 

" My master, shew mo, maJto it plain to me 
" Wlio be those people : were they cleriuB, all 
" These on our left hniid witli the toiiaiir'd heoda?" 

He answer'd me — " All those ware twisted ao 

" From their right mind, iu their first state of life ; 
" They bad, in spending, neither law nor rule. 

" All this their snarling voice makes msni&st, 
".When to the two points of the drole inme, 
" They are disaever'd by opposing ihii. 
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" These bH were priests, ujion whcBo head is eeea 
" No hair for covering, Cardinnla and Popca, 

Then I—" Ob, uiintor, mM^t to niiiny tlwsc, 
" Are there not sonu! \\ \mm I might tccugiiise, 
" Whose haiida were with such evil foiil'd and Bttun'dF' 

And then ho said to nic — " Vain thoughts are thiue ; 
" That life degraded, which dofll'd them so, 
" Agninst all recc^ition is their veil 

" The shock and counter-shock they never cease ; 
" These from their sepulohres again vill rise 
" With denchid Set ; and thoto with dumn liair, 

" m-gtving and iU-holdiiig the ft^ world 
" Have lost to them mid placed them in thii alnfe g 
" And that to tell, fine AiirdB I need not lUe. 

" And DOW, my eaO, behold the folly Inief 
" Of tiie world's goods to fiirblie's guidance gifeii, 
" And fbr whioh men to atrogg^ and dispute. 

" Not all the gold thut is Ijeneath the moon, 
" Or oi-er wn'5. \Liito these wearied souls 
" I'lniia L'iv,' line hi. Ill- uf rcapitc or of peaoo;" 

" Master," I anid !o him. " I pray thee say, 
" What ia this fortune which thou touohcst on, 
" And which o'er worldly goods suoh maatci^ holdsi" 

Then ho to me — " Oh, creatures weak and blind, 
" How je are hindet'd by yonr ignoranoe I 
" Bear thon my saying to thiue inner sense. 



He tIio is Lord, in wisdom over all, 

" Made ilie hi^ beav'tu and guiding angola gave, 

" That &am ail parts to cv'rf part might ahltio 73 

In equal distribution the ftir liglit ; 

" So in Uke manner one He bath ordaiu'd 

" To guide and minister to mundane pomps, 

Hat the world's vanities might paas in turTi 

" From rs^e to race of men, from blood to blood, so 

" From buman wisdom's interference free ; 

B; this o[io niitiou rules, another falls, 

" Foll\Fing the judgment absolute of her 

" Who lies GcmoesTd as in the grass the snake. 

■ In ytaa to riyal her jwa wisdom strivea ; as 
" sho fbresBes, idl judges^ and she guides 
" Her Ungdoin as d» Oieiis lite other gods. 

' Ber mtarohange knows neither panse nor tmos ; 
" Her aotiim by aeoes^y is swift, 
" For ^lat comes mnst ew change denKind. gg 

' And tJiis is ahe, so plao'd in heavy oroBS, 
" That those who oug^t to praise her raise the cry 
" Of blame and wrong and evil voioe instead. 

' Bat she is blesBM, and she heRrs it not ; 
" With th' other primal orcaturoa full of joy 
" She rolls her splitre, is bappj-, auii is glad. 

' I*t UB now downwards pnaa to heavier woo. 
" Lo, ev*!; star is sinking Thiob arow 
" When first I mored, ibcbidding all delay." 
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CANTO VII. 



We erou'd iJio circle ia the otber bank ; 
A ibuntda lioil'd below whose waters flow'd 
Book to a flsBore from haelf deriyed. 

Darker thoy were than purple in tlidr hue, 
Ajid we, close foU'wera of tba gloon^ wave, 
By a Btiange pathway downward entmnoe found. 

It forma a manh, haring the name <S Styx, 
This BiiElun stream, ax in i(a down descent 
It stays it.-t wiivos at tlii? iii'cy nigged ahore. 

And 1. >vlio Htwl j.itmitly gui'.ing, Biiw 

A faiigous iiiultitudc iiiiinure'd theruLii, ' 
All iiakt<ii, miA with iierco and paaaioniito loolc. 

They Btruck each other, not with handa nioiie. 
But with the hcnd, und with tho breast and feet, 
The raw flesh tearing with their bloody teeth. 

My kindly maatar aaid— " Son, now behold 
" The souls of those whom anger has ensIaVd ; 
" And know tliou this for oerlain that beneath 

" The water there be many yet who breathe, 
" And at the siirCtoo make tkoee bubbles rise ; 
" Tlua thine eyo telU ihec as it glancea noud. 

" Trfd in tlie miid they say—' Cheerless we were 
" ' Tn the sweet air which gluddons in the sun, 
" 'Nursing within us vapoiirs drear !ind dull ; 

" ' Now we are oheeriesa in tliia stngnnnt mire.' 
" And so this chant they guE;gle in their throats, 
" Unable to speak words entire and dear." 
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We thtu made oirouit the filtlif Blongb, . 
Large sweeiong, 'tmzt the diy bank and the manb, 
With eyes atill tiun'd towards the mnd-bonitd orew. 

At & towVa foot at length we ataj'd onr itein. 
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We reacli'd the basemeiit of this lofty tow'r, 
Our eyea ware drawn towards the higliest point 

By two Bmalt flameB plac'd tlicre as signal lights. 
To which another auBw'riug aignal made, 
So dietsnt eaaxee might eye nnprasaion taka 

Hen I to my Ml sea of wisdom tum'd, 
And astd — " What may Utia mean, iriiat nnawer pves 
"'Dutoflierfiie! Who tluwe wlw nuke the ngnf— 

He ainwer'd me — *' There on the obscene wave, 
" That wfaioh we wiut for thou may'st now disoem, 
" If not from t^ee by the loarah vapour hid." 

Never by cord waa arrow sped from bow, 
With flight BO rapid, throvigli the nmible air, 
Ab a small boat, now growiag on my sight, 

Game thiou^ the vater, nearing ua the while ; 
One only steersman had the gorenianae, 
Who oried — '_' At last thou coroest, cnwl son! T' 
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" Fhleg^ ?h]^;lM ! in tmd, in vain ^ or;, 
" For tlus one time." M7 master said — " Thou dialt 
" Pouaaa ns not, ezoept the ilon^ to fass." 

Aa one, tie olyect of oome great deceit, 
Hears of the trick, and ragoa as he hears. 
So did Pidogj-as rage in his gathoc'd wrath. 

And then my guide went down into the boat, 
Signing to mc to enter after hita ; 
Only viheA 1 was in this laden aeem'd. 

Soon as we both were sealed in the hark. 
The antique prow out sharpl; through the waves. 
Deeper th^ wont to do with other freight 

Whast through that deathlike channel we made Vxj, 
One Ttm before me stain'd and Qtoth'd wttb mud. 
And said—" Who art thou here before thy time?' 
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" But who art thon who so diafigor'd art V 
HeauBwer'd — " Ld, thodl I am one who weepe." 
And then I ssid — " In tesie and in lament, 

" Accursed spirit ! rest for ovor thou ! 

" I know thee who tliou art although bo fouL" 
With both, his hands ho strove to seize the looat ; 

On which my master quickly fiinist him back, 

Saying, — " Begone, wnJ liunl witli other c 
And now he claap'd my neck with circling ai 

He kias'd my feoe, and said — " Oh, soomM soul ; 

" Bleaeid be she who bare thee in her womb. 
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" liua one ms pnnul and haugbtf in the irorid ; 
" No good he did to make his mem'iy sweet, 
"Therafore his ^ost rages influiata faei«. 

" Above how many live aa mi^ty Idnga 
" Who hera like gwine shall grovel in the nure, 
" LoiLving behind them ghnme and fbol contempt 1" 

I said — Oh, master, great ia, my decaie 
" Tu HOQ him plung'd into the aeothing slash, 
Before our courae ahall talie ub from the lake." 

He answer'd me — " Before the coming shore 
" Bo ris'n to view, thou shiUt be satiafied ; 
" It wi)! so hap]>en tlioii shall have thy wish." 

Soon after thia I saw the fangous crew 

Upon this wretch make auch an onalau^t fierce, 
That I prai^d Ood, still I give mm thanks. 

" Klippo Aigenti, ho I" they shouted ont. 
The Florentine with fiane and peamonate rage. 
And with bis teeth on hia own body tnin'd. 

We left Mm here, no mora to tspa^ of him. 
Bat on nuna ear there fell a great lament 
WMoh made me forward gaze with staring eya ; 

And my good master said — " Lo, now my son, 
" The city neare ub, bearing name of Dia, 
" With ain-lad'n cit'zcns and a mighty host."— 

" Already, master, do I see its tow'rs 
" There in the sunken valley ahow themaelves, 
" Vermilion tinted ns if sprang from flame." 
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And then he lotd to me — " Eternal fire 

" Bvolv'd within gives them tliat crimsoa hue 
" Which thou beholdest in this lower hell." 

And now -we reaob'd and entei'd the deep trendi 
Which girds around that hind disconsolate. 
The woUb appear'd to me of iron made. 

Not without many weary oirouita first 

Reach'd we the plnce where Iinid the pilot enll'd.— 
" Leave now the buiil, fur lo, tijc oiitraiicc hove ! " 

Above the gates I sjiw :l ix.nvd iiuinciisi! 

Thrust down from heav'u, who njigrilj exolaim'd — 
" Who may this be who not jet led by death 

" Thus dares to brave tlio kingdom of the dead V 
And aa mj lUl-wise master made them sign 
That be with them would aaoret oouvette hold, 

Then they tb^ hugs disdain did oheok awhile, 
And Bfud— *' Come then alone j^tetUm depart 
" Who inwleiit seeks entranoe to our raalm ; 

" Let him return by the mad way alone 

" If he can find it thou shalt here remain 

" Who wert his escort through the kind of gloom.' 

Ah, reader, judge how great was my dismay 
Ev'n at the sound of these accuraiSd Korda, 
For of return I had no chance nor hope. 

" Dear guide, who through so many perils hast 
" Been my hutb safety, and withdrawn me safe 
" From grievoua dangers which have me beset. 
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" Leave me not thus," I Biud, " undone aud lost j 
" If to go fttrther be denied uB, Uieu 
" Let na togetlier baekirardB take our my." 

Uy lord, whoM gnidaooe bnmglit me to this plaoe, 
Sud to me — " Feai not ; to our onward euutw 
" Hcrae oan gtre hindranoe, — One haUi made it btei. 

" Bnt wait -Qiou here and let thy spat ireak 

" Gain strangdi and oomfort from the food of hope : 
" I will Dot lail thee in tfaia netier woild." 

And so he went and left me there alone, 
My gentle fother I and I douhtful wait, 
My head debuting whether Yes or No. 

What he propos'd to them I could nut hear, 
But be rcmaiu'd with them the briefest spiicc, 
For each with struggling haste retuni'd witliin. 

Then theao otu- adTerBorics cloa'd the gates 
Against my master's breast, who, left without, 
Tnni'd book towards me witii imwiUing steps; 

With dowooast eyea, and hraw bom which vaa gone 
Alloonrsge; midst lus heavy be Mid, 
" Who ban our entrance to the borne ot pain T 

And then be siud to me — " Be not disuiy'd 
" BeoBiise mine anger ; I shall oonquer yet, 
" Whatever hindrance they within may dve. 

" To me their insolence Is mo nev tiling; 
" They tried it once at a less secret gate, 
" Which now remains without or bolt or bar; 
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Thou eaweat over it the Ecroll of death. 
" Ev*!! now, duB Bide of it, down the sad steep 
" Ptaoiig through oil the oirdeH guidiutce free, 
One cornea through whom the oitjr open lies." 
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That cowaid hue which oiitimrdiy i slipw'il 
When I perceiv'd my master thus tiini back. 
More qnioklf inward his new colour drove. 

Like one who listens he attentive paus'd ; 
For TBinly might his e;e ikr forward pieroe 
Through ibo black sir and tibrough the heavy fog. 

" '1^ ouTB to conquer in the fight," he sudj 
" If not t — yet mi^ty ia the proEbrM help. 
" flow Haw to me nntH the other ojme I " 

I noted well how he had inly chan^d 
His first tiunght for anotJier efter-thought, 
IbUng his last words difibr &om his first 

Tet what he said not less orous'd mj fear, 

For from liis maim'd and broken speech 1 drew 
Pertlinjice a iiw:iiiiiiig worse than it might bear, 

" Into the depths of this and iiollow, say, 
" From the first drole cometh any one 
" Whose only punishment is hopeless hope f 



CANTO IX. 



49 



rhna questJuning, I asked hiui, and he aud, — 
" Barely indeed it happeus that nf us 
" One ever makes the jouroejr doit I mBke. 

' Onoe, it in true, this nether world I trod, 
" cruel Erictha's Borc'ries hither lur'd, 
" Who to thmr bodies oonjur'd Biririta book. 
" I had nut long put uff mj guiae of fietih 

" Ere she hod niiulc me pnss within those walla 



" The miiv.-li, lui li hii.! ,iiLi! fcetid ateiich eihalea, 

" And tlioru «e cnniiut enter Viitlioiit iro." 

He fiirtlier apiike, but I ree.Jl it not, 
For mj- whole earnest gftze was upward dmwn 
Tow'ida the red Bumnut of the lof^ tow'r, 

Where on a point I suddenly beheld 
Three Furies bom of hell and stAin'd with blood. 
Who female members had and woman's fonn. 

Hydras of brightest green engirt them round. 
Serpents ^^Ky had for hair and lioniSd snakes, 
Bj vhiofa their cruel temples were oitnin'd. 

And he, who well indeed the htndmaids knew 
Of her, the queen of everhtsting woe, 
Said unto me—" Behold th' Eryiinya fierce ! 
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" This ia Ucgtem atauding on the left ; 
" She on the right hand wee^nng ia Aleoto, 
" Tiidphone between,-" and then be oeas'd. 

Each with her: naila mranded and tore her breast ; 
With raging palms di^amotothemaeLTGa; thdroriea 
Made me in tremidiiig to the poet eling^ 

" Mednaa, ho 1 let him be tum'd to stona 1" 
Ihey all exolumed, tovarda me looking down, 
" Theseus' ifisault too lightly we avenge, "•— 

" Turn, turn thee back, hold thou thy vision oloa'd, 
" For if the Gorgim look and tliou eliouldat see, 
" Never thou troi^d'st !i^luti -.in: iipjjcr world." 

So spake my llm'^I!■■■. :i,r.i\ hr ■iln.'i'lM me round. 
And fo my hiiuda ulono lie would uot trust, 
Till with his own hands he had oover'd mine. 

Ob ye, who sound intelligence possess, 
Admire the doctrine whioh lies liidden Here 
Beneath the veil of the strange song I aing t 

And then there oame aoroas the tnrhid nave 
The nishing of a. sound bo fiill of dread 
That the two shores with, very trembling shook ; 

Like was it to a fierce and mighty wind, 
"Which, bom impetoons of oppOBiug heata, 
The fbrest atrikes with pow'r disdaining check ; 

It breaks the branohea, teuE them, flings them forth ; 
Onward it mahea, dust compelliog, proud ; 
Wild beasts and shepherds flee before its rage. 
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He said, mine ejt» unaor'ring, — " Turn the edge 
" Of thy keen viuon o'ei that old grej scuin, 
" Where the amoke rises with more stifling poVr." 

As frogs, when fleHog from their eetpant ibe, 
In tJieir alarm rush Bplsahing through the wave, ' 
Till at tiie dry limd each is heap'd again, 

So did I witness countless ruin'd Boula 
Flee fearful before one who, at the ford, 
Paes'd with dry footing o'er tlie strtniii of Styj. 

Ho from his face dispcra'd tlio heavy air 

With frequent actiuo, moving liis left Iiand ; 
And from that Baff'ring eeem'd alone distrese'd. 

That he was sent ft'om heaven I soon perceiv'd ; 
So OS I tam'd, my master mode me sign 
That X should ulence hold and homage do. 

And, lo 1 how full he seem'd of proud disdain ; 
The gate he reaches, strikes it with a tod. 
And wide it flies ; resistance there was none. 

" Oh, ohas'd from heaTeo, oh, people base and Tile f 
Thus on the fearAil threohdd he began , — 
" To tbis presumption who has yon sedno'd I 

" Why are you restive thus against that will 
" Which never fails in its aeoomplhihniBnt, 
" And has bo often multiplied your woea 1 

" What profits it to kick against the fates } 
" Tour Cerberus, if good remembrance holds, 
" Still beais'tlM wound upon his chin and throat." 
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Then bj the foul and fillbj my he tura'd, 
Tftkiug no note of UB, hut bearing mark 
Of one oonstrMn'd and bound other cam 

Hiap fbat of him who in bis presenoe standi. 
And now tonrda the place onvaid mor'd, 
Safe and secure after these hoi; worda ; 

rherein ire enter'd without fight or check ; 
And I who long'd to mitke olisen-ance fiiU 
Of thnt close fditri^iia atid its inner etnte, 

Being uuw ivitliiii, rast uve atrfiitivu round, 
And Eaw on ev'rj side a miglitj plain. 
With heavy grief and guilty torment flU'd. 

£7*0 as at Arlea, where atognant flowa the Blione, 
Or as at Pola to Quaruaro nigh, 
Which oloeea Ita^ and betheei her bounds, 

The land is Tongh and broken up witlt tombs; 
So in like manner here on ev'17 aide, 
Bnt with % MAHwt hoiror in the mode : 

For soattet'd 'midst the graTOB flames issued forth, 
Which wide extending gave ao fierce a heat. 
No art in iroa migfat snob heat require. 

Uneover'd all, their Uds were lifted up, 
And forth from them there came Bueh dire laments, 
Truly thoy spoke of misery and of sin. 

" Oh master," then I said, " who may they be, 
" Who, buried in these tombs, so make tlie air 
" Resound and echo with their moumfdl ngbsT 
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He answer'd me — " Hereainrclis are tlieae 

" By whom and b; their foU'wers of all sects, 
" Uore than soems credible, Uiesc tombs are fill'd. 

" Here like with Uka ia buried, and the tomha 
" Are heated, — aome are more and othen lesa." 
Then to the right band turning foce ve pAi^d 

"Twiit the tormented louti and Iv/kj walls. 
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Now preseini; nnwn,rd by a narrow way 
'Twixt the tormented bouIb and city wallB, 
My master wont, I treading in his stepa. 

" Oh, thou moBt virtuous, irho tliose zones of sin 
" Me merest Uurough, aa to thee pleaaest best, 
" Speak now," I Hud, " and my deabres MM. 

" Those vbo within the sepnldiTes are Ifud, 
" May they be seen 1 — Abceadj lifted np 
" An bH licb, and do one keepe& guard." 

He aiunrar'd me, " AH dull be doM omfiu'd, 
" "When, jnd^d at Joeapbat, tb^ shall ntum 
" Oloth'd vith the bodieB wbloh tliey left abore, 

" Behold, on thia aide are the tombs in which 
" Best Epicurus and his fullVeni all, 
" Who, with the body, also slay the soul 

" But tiiat request which thou now makeat ma 
" Therein thou quiably ahalt be satMed, 
" And also in the with thou hast oonoealU" — 
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" Dew guide, from thee I do not bide my heart," 
I Bsid, " ljut that I vonld not say too mnob, 
" And thou thyself thereto host me dispoe'd." — 

" Oh, Tusoan 1 wlio thus llring {KuaeBt throngli 
" The fieiy dtj in such fitting talk, 
" it now please tliee here to leet awhile ; 
Thou to me by tl^ kngiiagB makeat clear 
I' That thou art native of that noble land 
" With which perhaps too roughly I have dealt" 

This Buddfii iitt'riun:e isMu-d from a tomb. 
One of tho mauj, So I closer drew, 
SomewliEit in fear, towarda uij leader's side. 

And ho thus spake, "Turn thee, what doest thoul 
" Behold thou, Farinata, self-upraiaed ; 
" Him from hia dncture upwatda thou shslt see." 

Already on hie iace mj look waa fix'd ; 
And lie his breast and forehead lift^ hig^. 
As if in baughl? Kom of Hell itselC 

And then my gaide^ with bold and ready hand, 
Tlinut me towards him, twiit the sepnkilmB, 
Saying, " Tl^ wordi, let them be clearly told." 

Soon as I rsaoh'd the maigin of hia tomb, 
Eyeing me for a moment ss in Ecom, 
He aak'd, " Thy aneeston — who wen they t E^ieak 1" 

I, who had great desire to meet bis wish, 
Ifothing oonceal'd, but jJaiuly iiM him all 
Lifting bia ejfibrowa with a higher curve. 
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He Bu,id, " M.iBt ciihjUv llipj were oppuEt'd 

'■ Tu lilt', iiiv ]iartj, and my antestry, 

" So twice it was I Bcatter'd them abroad." — 
" If Bcattcr'd, they ratnmed fhtm ev'ry point." 

I anBver'd bim, " both first and Bwond time ; 

" But yuurs hnve etiU urnall knowledge of this art." 
Then there anue to aty uucuver'd nsw 

A gho»l, tui tfaie one loug, seen to the ofain, 

Seeming as if upriun on hia knees ; 
He soarob'd around me as vith longing wish 

To Bee if any one were with me there ; 

But when his thought Buapicioua vat, lemm 'ti 
Weeping be said. " If by thy geuiun liiyli 

" Thou piisscat tlirough this prihon drear mid dark, 

- My ~M„ ■ \\h,.n- is \Vli,.n.f..u- i,..t with theeT' 

And him ]j[.>rhii|(S tliy Gviiciu hud disdiiiii'd." 

The H<inls lit apako, the nature of his woe, 
Had quickly giv'n me knowledge of his name ; 
And so my answer was complete and fitU. 

With Budden spring he uprif^t was, and cried, — 
" Say'Bt thou he had, doth he no longer UtsI 
" Look not hia eyea upon the pleaaant light I" 

When be perceiv'd that I made some delay 
Before I rsnder'd answer, \o 1 he fell 
Backward supine, and forth no more be atmc; 
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But he, mBgnuiuncnis, vho held me Eta^d 
Upon the spot, diang'd not his aiipeat hig^, 
MoVd not hu neok, bent not hia hnugh^ ohsit ; 

" And if," in ftuiheraaae of his firat remark, 
" They hftTB that art," he said, " bo badly learn'd, 
" That giTee me torment more than ev'n this bed. 

" But mark I not fifty timos ahidl the queen's faco, 
" Who riileth liere, lie lit. hy lire rcnew'd, 
" Ere thnii ahnlt knmy hn-.v muuh thtit art is worth ; 

" Ami an lii.m uiiiv 1=1 a rain ;liv ^wn- mirid tread, 
■' Tell me why jct tluLt pcupl^ i:i->.' .^0 fii-ree 
" In cv'rj law againat nijsulf riinl ' ' 

I anewer'd him—" Tlie Bla^lf:]ll^Jr and ^i^.n hUiiu 
" Which dyed uf crimaoii hue the Arhiu.'^ wave, 
" Such sounds of counsol in our temples wak'd." 

Then sigbiag heavily his head ho shook : 
" Yet 1 was not alone," he said, " uor yet 
" Had without reason with the others moT'd ; 

'* But I alone it was who, when each gave 
" HiB vote that Floranoe should no more exist, 
" Soldty and openly stood forth her friend." — 

'' Then to thy ratw ms,y it bs long repose,' 
This was n^ pnty'''i " so that thou solyest me 
" l^t which my mind hath so involVd and bound. 

" It Baems to me, if I have heard aright, 
" That thou canst prophecy the future tinfe, 
" But of the proaent lime no knowledge hast" — 
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" Like those of doubtM Tiaion we can see," 
He answei'd ibe, " thinga nhiob be fiir maor'd ; 
" So much to US the King Eternal grante. 

" When thinga come near ua, when they touch na, dien 
" Our intelleot; ia uon^t ; we uothiug know 
" Of buman thinga but that vhioh othere toll, 

" Tharafoio thou, oompreheudest that all lost 

" And dead becomeB our knowledge at that point 
" 'Which of the future closes np the gate." 

Then with compuuction at my fault o'ercome 
I spoke : — " But to this fallen one, O say 
" That yet his son with liying men consorts. 

" If I waa silent to hia fond request, 
" Make him to know that then my thongbts were full 
" Touching the enor thov ha«t me renAv'd.'' 

And now my msBter oaU'd ma to return, 
Bo I more preaaingljr flie apirit pra3>*d 
That he would tell me yAto widi him were bound. 

He aaid — " With irambera cotmtleas here Ilie ; 
" The second Frederick is here, and be 
The rtfi.tdin*! < silent I fqwi the resti** ' 

He disappear'd, and back I tnm'd my atepa 
Towards the nncieut poet, in my mind 
Ki:v()lvii]g ivonia which threat'ning aeem'd in tone. 

Forward be mor'd, and as we held ooi oourae 
He said to me~" Why art thou so oaat down T 
And then did I bla qaeation aeiatSj. 
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" Hold thou in mem'ty that vhich thou haat heard 
" AdTsiBB to thee so was his high oommand, 
With fingw rwa'd ; " and now attention gira ; 

" When diou ahalt ataad before the radiance sweet 
" Of her vhose eyea of beauty all things see, 
" Of thy life'i journey tbou from her ahalt learn." 

Then to the left hand turning on he went. 
Leaving the mils, we at the centi« paas'd 
Down by a path ^diioh to a ytSLej led, 

From whence a stenoh nutwsiable arose. 
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On a Bteep precipice's lippcr edge, 

In circle fomi'd by huge diajointeiJ atdiiCB, 
We came upon a mass lA' ili'optr vmi' ■ 
And here so horrible bi;cat)ic lliu ati:ncu 
Whicli the profound abjss proji^ultd rovtJi, 
ThKt wc approach'd it shelter^ liv tlic lid 
Of & great tomb, whereon I nrittL-ii buiW 
These vorda — " Pope AtuataaiuB I hold, 
" Whom from the path of tnith Pliotinui drew."-^ 
" EQoir miiBt be our deBoent that so our sense 
" Hay be acoustom'd wmeidiat to the blast, 
" VetSA Boi hMiy, smd regard it not." 
Thus spcte 1117 master, and I ensirer made, — 

Find tliou soma subject that the time roAj paaa 
" Not profitlen." " This was mj thought," bs said. 
" Ity son, those rocla vithiu," so he b^n, 
" Are the nov lessen'd ciinlea irhioh descend 
" Bj jiiBt degrees lilte unto thoHe we left. 
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' AQ theu &te peopled by aooureM Boula ; 

" But tbat fhe a^t aloae maj tbee raffioe, » 

" LUt Imw and whj thsf are in Bucli constraint 
" Of eVry tnalioe which just heav'n aUiors, 

" To injure ia the end ; and eaah such end, 

" Either bj fores or ftaod, makes otheis grieve. 
" But ainca of man fmud is the proper eiu, x 

" More it dispIeaseB God ; and so beneath 

" Aro plac'd the fmudulent witli heavier pains. 
" The violent only the first circle claim ; 

" But Binoe to persona three otFouco is done 

" It is divided into portions throe, — U 
" To God, to self, our oeiglibour, it may chance 

" That wrong is done, to them and to their goods, 
As thou uhalt knov by demonstration clear* 
•" By vibleuce, death, by great and grierotui nouudi 

" Man TTonge his neighbour, and Iub goods he vaatei gg 

" By mia, fire, and shameftal robberies ; 
" Hence slayers of men, hence each who fbnUy wounds, 

" SpoDera and robbers, these all torment find. 

" In the first circle, rang'd in separate rank. 
" Kan on himself may violence commit, M 

" And on hia goods ; so in the second round 

" In effort vain he must repentance aeek 
" Whoever bars himaotf from your Giir world, 

" Oambles, hia sabstance sqnanders, or who weeps 

I' IThen it is surely meant he should rejoioe ; ' k 
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" And there be those wba violenoe do to God 
" By tinbelief of lieart mid. blaBphanij, 
" Py Booning Nature and her bounties great ; 

" And thns the lewer oirole puts its marie 
" On Sodom, on Cshon, on eVry odb 
" Who God ^F'^^nin'i and Bobnis him in his heart. 

" That fraud, whieh Bhorpljr eVry conscience bttee, 
» Man against those who trust in him may ute, 
" Or against those by whom no trust ia giv'o. 

" This latter Beems to rend in twain the bond 
" Which Nature in her ]i>ve for ua hatt made ; 
" Wli(.'nif ill H.^ suuh ara held ; 

" Vile fulsiihuoii, robLcr_v uud hiinoiiy, 

" FandeiB and Usurers, and such foul stuff. 

" But by the former-is that love reuounc'd 
" Which Natoie gives, and whence so sweetly springs 
" The Aill and spenal oonfidenoe of &itb. 

" Eenoe in the leaser drele where is plao'd 
" The oentiiB nmTersal, seat of Dis, 
*• Him who betrays eternal woe consumes.* 

Then I — " Oh nuster, oteor to me, indeed, 
" Thy reasons are, and clear are pointed out 
" This gtdf, and those who its poasesaion hald. 

" But tell thou me— these of the fengous marsh, 
" Thoaa driv'n the wind, those striok'n by the rain, 
" Those who wiUi words ea Utter fight and jar. 
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" Wli^r are not tbej the F5re City bur'd, 
" If the; be held in the gnat -vnitli of God i 
" But if not held, why in such heavy woet" 

And then he Baid— " Why from its wonted (aha 
" Passes thy judgment to (uch&iicyvild I 
" Why tnniB thy miud to snoh emtio tiionghtBt 

" Hastflioii, then,' lost remembrance of those voids 
" With which the Tolnme of thine ethics treats, 
" Of the thxco statea by heav'n forbid to man, — 

" Incontinence, iind malioe, nad the mad 
" BeBtiality ; dud how iQContinonco 
" Offends God less, and less liix hhimu receives ) 

" If thou rogardest well what this may mean, 
" And to thy mem'ry callt-st who \ie those, 
" Who there without austain their chaatiBemcnt, 

" Then ahalt thou aec wliy from theso wicked souls 
" Sever'd they are, and though tormented, -why 
" JusUoe divine strikai tiiem iriQi leiiser hW." — 

" Oh, sun 1 thou bealer of the troubled ^^t, 
" What thou dedaFest makes me so content, ^ 
" That as in knowledge I i^ioo m doubt. 

" Tom thee around, I pray thee, backward look 
" There where thou sayest usury ^ves offence 
" To goodness infinite, and the Imot untie." 

" Philosophy," he said, "th' observant mind, 
" Teaches this truth, not in one place alone, 
" ThtA Nature takes her method and her oourBS 
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" Fmn the divine intelligence and art ; 

" And if tli; phjvca tlitiu bast studied well, 

" Then thou before thou readeet &r dult fiud 
' That thia thy art^ BO fiv » it hath pow'r, 

" Follows M pnpQ in his muter'B etepB ; 

" So of Qod'a child thine art seems almost child. 
' From these two, then, if thoa in mem'iy hold'st 

" The earlier Ocnesis, it \a decreed 

Bvit then ttio uiiiiruL- trauk hivIIht piLta ; 
" Mature aad her atteiiditiit \\\! huuiiis, 
" Siuoe in another meana he places hope. 
Now follow me, it pleaaetb me to turn ; 
" For lo ! the fishes in th' horiaon play, 
" And in the north-west lies the wun entire. 
And the steep rook waits there for our descent." 
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The place nhere now our steep descent began 
Woe wild and rugged, and that, too, waa there 
Which ev'ry eye wuiild shrinking eeek to ahun. 

Aa is that iniii which ujwn the flank 
Of the Adi(;c strui:k, uii iliia side Trent, 
From shoek of earthquake or defectiyo staj, 

B; which, from the high crest whence downward hurl'd 
Towards the plain, bo ahatter'd is tiie rock 
Tbat he who would deeoend no iboting finds ; 

So WBB tbat pratdpiee to our descent 
And ihere upon -the point ot the rent oliff 
Lay stretobSd out the in&my of Crete, 

Of the Tile heifer oounterfbit oonoervVL 
And when it saw us, then it lut itself 
Ab one with fierce and weiirj anger torn. 

H; sage, addresaing it, exclaim'd — '* 'Tit like 
" Thou thinkest bare the Dvke of Athens stands, 
" Who in the worid gsve thee tlie stroke of death. 
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" Foul beast, avaunt I for this one cometb not 
" Foni'd thy BiBtei'a mastery to oome, 
" But tbat he might thj chastiBement behold." 

As tho Btroiig bull with sudden plunge brealia loose 
The iDstant he receives the mortal stroke, 
And giddy this va.y, that naj', atagj^rs wild ; 

In manner like I saw tbe HiDotBur. 
H; guide lond waming eried — " Haate to the pus 
" Whilat in hia lage ; tia well thon goest down." 

So we went downwarda to the gather'd heap 

Of looae and ragged atones whioli &equeat mov'd 
Under mj feet as the new pressure fell ; 

I deeply thinkinj;, whilat he said — " Thy thoo^ita, 
" Perhaps, are of that ruin under guard 
" Of that rage bestial I but now contcoU'd. 

" I will tboii ahouldest know, the former time 
" I here descended to the depths of hell, 
" This rook waa not jet shattor'd and thrown down ; 

" But of a truth, if I discern aright, 

" Short spaoo before Ho came who bore from Dis 
" A mighty booty in the upper zone ; 

" Lo, ST'iy part of the foul valley's deptia 
" So trembl'd, tbat the nnirerBe, metliouf^t, 
" Had &lt tltat love whidh, aa some believe, 

" Hie worid has vtsaj times to Chaos pao^d ; 

at that moment did ♦^^a anoient rook, 
" Here and elsewhere, euoh migh^ ruin make. 
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" But dovuwftrdB on the valley fix thiue eyei, 
" Fi^ the blood-iivet nean na is the which 
" Seethe all who others Tidence have done." 

Oh, blinded greedineaa 1 oh, foolieh nge I 
Which apnr ns so in the short world of lire, 
And then in death bo drown aa in despair 1 

I nw an ample trench bending in curve, 

Like unto that whidh the whole pliun embiac'd. 
And this cboc^ hatli ahreadj shown. 

Twixt the rock's foot and it, in single line, 
Centaurs careering ran with arrows ano'd, 
Aa in the world men go unto tlie chuse. 

As we descended, each one oheck'd his course, 
And from the troop detacb'd three forward came 
yiitb bows and anowa ready for ofibnoe ; 

And one stiU distant cried — " Ye who descend 
" The dif^ iint« what torment do ye oomel 
" Speak now, or lo I I send mins arrow forth." 

lly msstar said — " Our answer we will give 
" To Chinm, Ear ho yonder atandeth near ; 
" Evil was slvrtyB bom of tliy quick, will." 

And then he touch'd me, saying — " Ncasus this, 
" He who for D^anira's beauty died, 
" And who himself his own revenge prepar'd ; 

" He in the middle, stooping as in thought, 
" Is the great Chiron, who Aohilles rear'd; 
" Tba other Pholas, ever slave to wrath." 
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Around the trench do thej in tbousatidB p«a^ 

Shooting each soul which striTes itself to dng 

FOTth from the blood more than its doom of un. n 
NMrec we came to these awift-footed beasts ; 

An aiTOw Chiron took, and with the notch 

Prom the jawa haakward threw hia flowing beard. 
Having unoorcT'd his huge mouth, lie said 

To his compenions — " Lo ! you, look end mark n 

" Wlio oomea beiiinij, he wliat he touches movea, 
" Feet of tlio dead arc not ao wont to do." 

And my kind giiidu, who to his breast waa near 

Where the two nQtures are in one conjoin'd, 
Anewer'd— " 'Tis true he iivca, aud I alone n 

" May lead and guide him through this vale of gloom ; 

" Necestdty compels him, not delight 
" She who forsook the Hallelujah song 

" Hath this new office giVn to me in truEt ; 

" "So robber he, and I no gnil^ sonL m 
" But that pmssanoe 1^ the which I more 

" Hy footsteps throng this wild and laToge 

" Give unto os for eaoort one c£ Vb&m, 
" And let him show to ns where is the ford, 

" And nn his back be this one onward borne, k 

" lie is no spirit who through air can go." 
Then to the right hand Cbiron bent his head. 

And BaidtoNessuB — "Turn and be Qieir guide; 

" Drive off the others if tbey hiudnnoe dare." 
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Witli this trustworthy eBoort on we moT'd iw 
Aloiig the edge of Aie vermilion Bood, 
Wiierein tlio Beething cruw with anguish yell'd. 

There I saw niaiij to tlie eyebrows [iluiig'd ; 

And the grf:at tJtntiiiiv auiil — " TvmtitB are these, 

" Wliose ti:id<; ii ii.i lilmnl iiini tlie fierce liwt of BpoiL los 

" Hare they Ijmciit id wue tlicir cruel wronga ; 
" Here AlesiuiilCT, lJuiiiyaiua thtre, 
" Who gave to Sicily inajiy mourning years j 

" That brow ou which thou Beo'st the hou- m liUok 

" Is Azzolin ; the other, who is fiiir, lu 
« Obiiio d'Eat^— let the tentb be toM,— 

"Slttii)b7lua BtepBon in the world ahove." 
Tbeu se I to Uia poet tam'd, he epeke — 
" Be thou the finrt, the teooud I !a pkee." 

A short way on Qie Centanr checked hi« oouira us 
Where a great multitude dowD to the throat 
Out of the aeetbing flood their bodies rus'd. 

There pointing to a eolitarjr ghoet, 

He Bud — " He clove in God's own house the heart 
" Whioh on the ahorea of Thames atill rev'rence olaims." 

Then I saw numben wlio above the atrenm 
Held up the head and ev'n the trunk entire ; 
And of these many I could recognise. 

Thua liy degrees leas deeply roU'd the blood, 
Till to the feet akine it oov'ring gave ; vn 
And bffiv our passage Qirough t&e fosse was made. ' 
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" Whilst oa this ude the aeetluiig flood beoonus 
" nor thon Bce'at, more sliaUov ifi ita flor," 

The Centaur said, " this, too, thou must belisn, 
" That deep and deeper on the other aide 

" Where tjraonj for doom deaervM groans. 

" There divine justica atiiigs 'with torture sbaip 
" That Attila who of the world -waa Booorge, 
" Pjrrhua and Seitua ; and eternal tears 

" Forcea to flow, which the hot flood sets free, 
" From lUnier PazKt and Cometo both, 
" Who on earOi's higbwsjB made moh erU •trib." 

Then he tam'd bade nkl pused •gain the ford. 
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Kesauifaad tosrcely reach'd the fiirtlicr side, 
When, ws were moting oawards through a wood, 
In wliich no patbwaj aign, or guidance gave. 

Ho verdant iMvee, but coknr dub and dull ; 
No bnmohes Bmooth, bnt knot^ and Inrd'T'd ; 
No frolta were iLere, but potoonanB thorua instead. 

So rough and stem a bnuhwood, and so dense. 
Enow not tiuwe saTsge beosta wfiiob, in dUUke, 
Tia fidds twixt Cedna and Cometo shun. 

Here do the bestial harpies boild tboir nests, 
Which fhim the Strophades the Trojana ctins'd, 
Of coming evil with prognostic dire. 

With spreading wings, with human necka and heads, 
Claws on their feet, feathar'd their paunches gross ; 
They make lament upon the ghostly trees. 

JLnd the kind master, " Ere thou ont'rest hero, 
" Enow in the woond circle now thou ait," 
So ha began, '■ and ahalt be till the time. 
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" When to Uie sands of horror thou art oome. 

" Note therefore well, and things thou sbalt behold a) 
" Which will bring faith and credit to my words." 

I heard groans issue forth from ev'iy side, 

And no one saw who oould die uttemnoe give ; 
So that I paus'd, all startl'd and amaz'd. 

I deem'd that he belieVd 'twas my balis^ ig 
'niose voices many, from amidst the tmoka 
Cmno forth from those whom fear of us oonoeai'd. 

Then said Uie master, " If thou breakest off 
" From any plant of those one Lttle bninab, 
" niG tiiooghts thoD haet wiU all be vain and naught" 30 

Then I Btretoh'd forth my hand a little space, 
And a small twig from a ningh tiiora I phiok'd, 
And Ma tnmk cried, " Why dost thou vend me titua 1" 

And sa the dark blood at my aeUon flow'd, 

" Why dost thou tear me thuaf again it cried, k 
" Hast thou no spirit of pity in thy breast I" 

" Men once we were, now are we plants become, 
" Should not tliy hand more pitiful have boon ; 
" Ev'n if of eerpents we haii ticcii the aoula !" 

Ah in tliu gn:iiii wood brajid, wliich, whili; it bums 
At the one ond, jet at the other sighs. 
And crackles as the air ia passing out. 

From the torn sui&ce, bo together oame 
BoOi vords and blood, and I let foil the twig, 
And stood like one o'eroome with sudden feex. u 
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" Had ha liefore been able to believe," 
The sBge then answer'd, " Oh, thou wouuded aoul ! 
" What hs already in mj verse has seen, 

" He would not then have lEiid on thee his hand ; 
" But ao iocredihle the thing, tny act 
" Led him to do what to myself gives pain. 

" But teU him nho thou wert, that so he may. 
Instead of aU amends, thy fame refraah 
" la Ut' upper world, when lioens^d to retom." 

The trunk then B^ake, " So awMt thj words atttBot, 
" Sflenoe I cannot htdd ; he not aggiieVd, 
" That BO aQui'd I briefly now discanrie. 

" I am tbe roan to whom 'twas gtran to hold, 
" Both Itejt of Fndaiiok's heart, and who ita wards 
" Unolos'd end oloa'd, and this with act fo soft, 

" That from all others I his trust wiUidrsw ; 
. " 80 high my glorious office I sustdo'd, 
" That, hdding It, I lost both peaoe and life. 

" The strumpet who from CESsai^B palace walls 
" Not fhr a moment turns her eyes eompt, 
" Tliat common death, that rice and cuiae of courts, 

" Against lue ev'ry spirit so inflam'd, 

" That they inflam'd Augustus with their Same, 
" Till my glad honours lurn'd to sorrowing woe. 

" Fill'd with indignrat scorn, my wouuded soul, 
" Tbinluiig hj death oontempt and shams to flee, 
" To self injustice did, though just mysel£ 
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" By tbe new roota, iriiioli rtrike beneath thii tie«, 
" I Bwear to jou my fiiidi I narer hroka 
" To him, my lord, worthy of honour gn«t 

" And if JOU eitlior to the wortd retom, 

" Relieve my mem'ry, whioh still burdea'd llei 
" With the foul atroke to it by envy given." 

He ocea'd a>adiile, and then the poet said, 
" milst he ia silent, lose not thou the time, 
" lint ^puil! ii-ili lif hi:ii ■.sh^l more thou wouldat" 

Oil tl.iM I «t;,1. ■■!!.■ it I,. tli,>,. lo ^isk, 

" what Btill thou thiiikcbt may my thoughts content; 
" I oannot ask, pity bo wrings my heart." 

He then resuru'd, " So may ho freely grant 

" That comfort which thy strong entreaty cmves, 
" Imprison'd Sidrit, let it please thee atSl 

" Tq tell OB hoiT tbe soul oari thaa be bound 
" Within tiieu gnulld trees, at^ if llioa canat, 
" If of BDoh Ihnba one erer loo^d tbe ohAin." 

With effort great then breatii'd the trunk, and soon 
That breath to voloe irtioulKts was ohang'd ; 
" Brief now ahaU be the enawer to thy quest 

" When from the body the fierce soul departs, 
" And ia uprooted thus bj its own act, 
" SlinoB remits it to the aeyenth depth. 

" Into the wood it iails, at no fii'd spot; 
" But where blind fortune haply ahoota its bolt, 
" There like a grun of oom it genninates ; 
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" Cpwud it ahooU, a forest plant it grows, 
" And Aen tiie harpies feeding on its leaves, 
" Give to it pain and to the pain escape. 

" We come like others for our mortal spoils, 
" But of a truth none can be therewith oloth'd ; 
" What torn from self man aiaj not justlf hold. 

" Here we shall drag them, and our bodies shall 
" In the vood aonowftil suspended be, 
" Each to the thorn of its injurious shade." 

Still en the tninli our close attent was fii'd. 
Thinking it vish'd of other things to apeak ; 
When we were startl'd a sodden noise, 

Like one vho from his station feels the sound 
Of the wild boor and his bot obase advance, 
j And hears the wild beasts 017, the branches crash, 

So from the left side torn and naked came, 

Two rushing onward with such heaillong flight, 
They brake all check or htndran<:e of tlie wood. 

He who was foremost orled, " Hulp, help, oh death !" 
The oQier, who seemed slower in his speed, 
Shouted, " Oh, Lano 1 not so agile thou 

" When thy limbs master'd thee at Toppo's jousts." 
And then, perchance because his breathing fail'd, 
Himself and coT'ring buah one group became. 

Behind them stntchM lay the forest, full 
Of she-dogs, hungry, black, and scouring wild, 
Like grejhounds suddenly from chuns unloos'd. 
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They fii'd their fanga on him who hidden lay, 
Tore him to pieces, rending limb from limb, 
And tlicii ww-Ay lilt quivering members bore. 

And then niiiif escort took me by the hand, 
And led me to the buBh nhich vainly wept 
From every Bcari£ed and bleeding poM. 

" Jaoopo of Sant-Andrea," it oried, 

" How help'd it thee to make me thy defence, 
" What ahnre of guilt was mine in thy foul life I" 

Then pausing o'er it, thua my master spake-— 
" Say, who nert thou vho, from bo many points, 
" Wttb Uood-wd angnigh breath est out thy speeob V 

And tlitia lie anawei'd ub, " Oh souls airiT'd 
" His most dishon'ring oatesge to behold, 
" Wluoh &om my leaves myself hath so di^oin'd, 

" .Heap them, I piay you, round the sad ehrub'a foot, 
" That mty mine, wtuoh for the Baptist ehang'd 
" Its earlier PatroD ; and in thia was made 

" To feel in sadness ifhat His pow'r eould do. 
" And did there not remain at Amo'e Bridge 
" Some remnant of him to reoal the tiiou^^t, 

" Those citiiena who founded it anew, 
" Above the ruins left by Attila, 
" In fheir new labour would have worked in vain. 

" Of my own house my pbbet I prepai'd." 
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Since the great love I boro my native place 
Constraui'd me, I amasa'd the BcatWd leaves, 
Sestcnjng them to him vbo now ww hoana 

Then we aniv'd at tbe jnst piunt vhioh ports 
The uoond oirole from the diiid, and irtiero 
JoBlice m manner horrible is seen. 

To make these new evotts distinat utd dear, 
We reaoh'd, I sa^, a vide niumltni'd pWn, 
.No plant upon irhoM nir&ee found its bed. 

The dol'roDB finest gjrdl'd it aronnd 
As bj the BotTOwfbl moat itself, engirt ; 
And here we pan^d grsiing the lery edge. 

The soil of this was dense and arid sand, 
Form'd not unlike in &sMon to that plain 
Which bj the feet of Cato once was press'd. 

Oh, Ctod's great vengeance ! with what heavy dread 
Hioii ehonld'st be f ear'd by eVty one who reads 
What to mine eyes to nuuifwt was made ! 
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Of aoula uncloth'd I saw a mighty mass, 
Who, every one, moat miaerably wept. 
And each Eeem'd subject to a difT'rent law. 

Uftnj npon the ground were atretoh'd supine ; 
Some vitb tiieir bodies beut and donbTd BBt^ 
Tnth oeag el ew moremetit othen went and came. 

Those lAo thus mor'd about number'd tha moat ; 
Fewer were tiiOBe who wider tonnents lajr. 
Bat Ui^ gave freer utteranoe to their woe. 

Over Um sand entiie -with a dor M 
Bain'd down broad flakes of fire, as foils the mam 
Upon the Alps vheu die wild wind is still 

Such were the flames which Aleiander saw 
In tbe hot parts of Ind upon his host 
' Descend, and ia the earth unquenchSd fall ; 

He in his foresight trampl'd down the soil 
Under Ms squadrons, since the vaporous fire 
Was best eitmguish'd while as yet alone ; 

So here deB<:eiided the eternal heat ; 
The sand, by which inflam'd, as under flint 
The tinder bums, a double suff'ting cona'd. 

No leat there was to the imoeaidng pla,y 

Of tbe most vrretahed bands, irtiiah on all aidea 
Stzcre to shake off die ev^fiJUng flame- 
mien I began — *' Ob, master, who bast pow'r 
" O'er an things, taring thoea demoniacs fierce, 
" Who to our pnrpoee ban'd the entrance gate 1 
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" Who 'iM tliat might; one, to whom the lire 
" Appears do care, -who grim and Bpitefitl lies 
" By the maturing ahoVr eeemiug untouoh'dl" 
And this same one, who with quick notice saw 
That it was he of whom I asked Om chie^ 
Elolum'd— « What I was living am I dead i 
" Were Jove his great artafioer to tire, 
" From whom emag'd he sailed the piereiDg bolt, 
" On that last day when I was stricken down ; 
" Ware ha the others eaoh to tire by torn, 
" At K&mpbcUo, at the Maoken'd finge, 
" Crying — Good Tnloan, grant me, grant me lielp ! 
" As at tlie fight of Flegni foro'd to do ; 
" Ware he on me his fiercest darts to hurl, 
" He should not win from me a vengeance glad." 
Then apakc my leader, and hia words were stem — 
Never till then had I so heard him speak ; 
" Oh, Capaneua ! because thou hast not oheck'd 
" Thy haughty prido, thou art thus punish'd more ; 
" No martyrdom but thine own rage insane 
" ShsH fbr il^fiiry bo atonnaut taSV 
And then he tuiii'd, and widt a gentler look 
He said — "Thiaof die seven kings was one 
" Who TbabfiB bem^d, and had, and seems to have 
" Jore in diad^ ; to him scant piay't be makes ; 
" But aa I told him, hia dea^ts alone 
" ServBB to lus heart dne ornament to bring: 
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" Now follow me, and see that still thy feet. 
" Thou placoBt not upon the ecurcliing sund : 
" But hold thou close unto tJie Hbelt'ring wood." 
In ulence we arriv'd where rushes forth 
From out the wood a little rivulet. 
Whose redness flUa me still nitb siokening dread. 
From Bulioaml m the streamlvt nma, 
Whibh 'moDg themselveB the piTining womoo ahue. 
So downwud tiuvn^ the amd did Ihia one flow. 
Its bed and hoth its badka were fbrm'd of stone. 
As were ita edges npiHi either aide ; 
So I peroeiT'd that here onr pasMige laj. 
Ataoag aU else vfaich I to thee hme shown, 
" Since we our entianoe made wiHiiu the gat^ 
" Of which the threshold is to none denied, 
" Thine eyes hare nothing Been bo fall of strange 
" And woDd'ring notice as this present stream, 
" Quenching above it all those fiery flalceB." 
Snoh were the words wliioh now my leader spake. 
Therefore I praj'd him to eniargo the feast, 
Of whioh the longing he hud so enLu-g'd. 
" In the sea'a bosom lies a vitstod land," 
So then he sud, " bearing the name of Crete, 
" Vnder vhose immareh once the world ms oharte. 
" A mwmtain rites there vhioh once was ^td 
" With wood and water — Ida it is nam'd — 
" Now deaert, like a thing worn out and old. 
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" Tiua Shea ohosa a, cradle St and bb& 
" For her new bom, and better to Couoeal 
" When the bnba irapt, with noise she drown'd his crie«. 
" Within the mounbun stands a great dM man 
'' Upright, hia baak tow'rda Dsmiata tum'd, 
" Bin &oe as to its mirror tnni'd to Borne. 
" And lo ! of finest gold his head is form'd, 
" Of purest silver are hie aims and breast ; 
" And then of brass his \)o&j to tiio tliighs ; 
" From thence all downwards is of iron wrought, 
" Save that the right foot is of potter's olny, 
" On which more than the left erect he stands. 
" RiTen is ev'rj part — save where of gold — 
" a great fissure, &om which tears distil, 
" And theoa ooUeoUng throng this grotto pierce. 
*' Along the Tale thejr take tlinr Tody conne ; 
" Stfz, Aoharon, and Phlegetiuui th^ foim; 
" Then by this neirow conduit pass awi^. 
" At lost -where fiuther down they cannot flow, 
" They form Coeytos ; some thing eS that lake 
" Thou yet sbalt see, we qieak not of it now." 
I said to him — " But if this little stream 
" Is in auch maimer from oiu' world iJsrivVI, 
" Whj do we Eee it at this edgt alone '(" 
He anawer'd me—" Thou Itnow'at the place a sphere, 
" And thongh thou haat aaisik of thy paauge made 
« On the left ever utdung to the depths. 
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" Thou hast not yet round tlie whole dida tont'd } 
" Tberefow if unto thee tlungs new appear, 
" This need not to thy fiioa amniement bring;" 

Again I Bud — " Ihetat, where maj be found 
" Lethe and Fblegethoa ; ailont thcni on one, 
" Thou sayest the other of this min is formed T 

" Tbj questions truly please me," he replied ; 
" But Htill the bubbling of thia crimson flood 
" Should have rcBolv'd one queation thou bast aak'd. 

" Tbou ahalt see Lethe, but out^de tbia depth, 

" There whore the soula to oloajiso tbomaolveB repair, 
" When of tlieir sina rcpciitiiiit and discharg'd.'' 

And then he said — " Now let iia leave the wood, 
" 'Tis time ; see after me thou follow'at oloae, 
" Those ec^jes form our pctUi vMdi are not bntnt, 

" And oyer them ia ev^ te^nhit quenoh'd." 
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One of die nwky nw^piia bean qb on, 
And the atream'a vapour ehadowa all abore, 
So banka and irater Emm tiie fire ars aafo. 

Afi tniit Cdtziiul and Brnges the Fleming raise, 
Fearing the wave -whieh toirarda diem threafning roUa, 
Tha oovMog dyke, and w the aea eaoape ; 

Or as the Paduons on tho Brcntn's banks 

Ere till; liriit Htriku^ uii niii Li(jiit;iti;i's lioights ; 
Such -ivn.fi the fiLsiiiou in wliith tliose wtro form'd. 

Though not in bulk bo lofty nor bo wide, 

Whoe'er ho woa, tho muator made thorn so ! 
We were alieadj distant Irom the nood 

So Tai, Hb Teiy place I bad not seen 

Ev^ had I tum'd me round entire to look, 
When we encounter'd a great Iroop of souls, 

Who osme along the mound, and each one look'd 

C3oBel7 at UB, as one Bnotber scttn 
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Those irtio at evening meet at the am moon : 

Th^ ga^d on ns with keen and fiiM gaie, •) 
Aa the old tiulor on his needle's eyo. 

Thus being ey'd and by bo vast a crowd. 
One reiMigi^ei'd me, and be pWd his graap 
On my robe's hem, and cried — " A marvel, lo !" 

And I, when be towaidB me etreteb'd hie arm, k 
So fii'd mine eyes upon his aspect burnt, 
That though his face waa acarr'd, it hinder'd not 

My tiill intelligence of who he was ; 

And irtooping, bo that face to face we stood, 

I answer'd— " Sai Brnnetto, art tiiou henel" jo 

On which he said—" ISj son, he not displeu'd 
" If Bnmetto Latin! tnm some sptUM 
" Backward vith thee, wbilat onward filee die troop." 

I said to him—" I pny thee all I can, 
" And if thou wishest that wiUi thaa I dt, ss 
" Hia pleasme who is with me must decide." 

" Oh, am," he bmA, "ho of tiiiB troop vba stops 
" But for a moment, lies a hnndrad yean 
" Pow'riesB to struggle when the fire auails. 

" Then onward go ; I at tl^ skirts will oome, « 
" And afterwards my company rejoin, 
" Who go bewailing their otomal woes." 

I did not dare the pathway to descend 
To step beside him ; but I bent head 
Low as a man who reverently wsUob .is 



" What destiny or fortune," he began, 

" Has brought thee here before thy final hour 1 
" And who is he who shewa to thee the roadT' 

" Above us in the life aerene," I said, 
" I in a TOlley waud'img bat my waf, 
" Before mme age of manhood waa oompleta, 

'' Fram fhenoa htrt jeetecmom I tntn'dinj tlege, 
" And idiilst ntnTning, this one I beheld, 
" And 1^ Hub nwd he leads me home agfia." 

And then he qM&e — " Folbw thou imt tl^sfar, 
" A glcnouB port tbon canst not M\ to nin, 
" If I saw eleady hi M^a bea.uteaiia time. 

« And had not «o untune^ been n^ death, 
" Aa the high heavena on thee so kindly look, 
" 1 would have Btrengtheu'd thee in thy great work 

" But that ungrateful people and malign, 
" Who of old time from Ftosolo cama down, 

" AuJ BtiU its cold mid ruckj- n^iiura bear, 
" Will thee more evil do for all thy good ; 

" And this lie roaaon, midst tli' astringent oralia 

" It ia not auited the aweet % should bear. 
" Blind they are oall'd in the world's old report, 

" A people gnedy, envioue, and proud ; 

" See from ttieii &du(»s tboa thyaaU art pnrg'd. 
" So great the hcmour whioh thy fortune holda, 

" That either fiiotion makes tliM ita dee ire, 

" But be it &r betwixt the goat and graaa 1 
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" Tliosp l>cii«t9 of Ficsole, let tiicm of tlicmselvea 
" lliiiu Ihtir oivn littur, anci not touch tlie [iliuit, 
" If nny yot in thflir liot, licil maj- spring, 

" 111 H'hiiili nyiiiii revive?! tin; liolj seed 

" Of those old Ilomune wlio rcmainM thora 
" When made of ao much wiekedneBS the nest" 

" If my demand bad met ifa full zeapoim," 
1 made him auBwer, " tbeu tiiou Hhouldeat not 
" Tet have been plao'd at human nature's ban ; 

" Fk'd in my nund it lives, and in heart 
" The image of tiiy deaf patem^ aelf| 
" Who taught me in the world from time to time 

" How man to unmortali^ nufgrow; 
" How dear thou art to m£, while I may live, 
" My- tongne shall witncts to Diy giatefiil thought 

'■ What of my life thou teBeat, that I write, 
" And Iteep for comment with another tort, 
" Slioulii I lueet her ujito sucli kuowledge n'iae. 

" So muuh to thee I «ish made manifcat, 

" TJiat 110 robukc from conscience I may fear, 
" KoLulv I mil, tii: fortune what it raity I 

" Let Furtiine turn her wheel as it may seem 
" Best to herself, and the hoorv^lhia Sail I" 
My master, on his right cheek tunun^ look'd 
B&okwiird towsida me with an eameat gftze, 
And said—" He listens well who noteth weU." 
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Yet did I not for this mj speech eurtaU 
With Ser Bnuietto, and I aak'd the names 
Of his compnuiona first in fkms and mark ; 
To which he atlswer'd — " Some 'tis well to know ; 
" Of others it were bettsr not to apeak, 
" Time for so great a subject would be scant. 
" Know diou in abort that tlrase were clerics all, 
" Highly m letters, of iBuBtrionH bme ; 
" But in the irorld vilh the same vioe betnir'd. 
" Priscias is one with this moat wretched orew, 
" And Francis of Aooorso , — I conld shew 
" If thou WDuldst mire of tliis iincleaiinaB see, 
" Him by the servant'ij servant from the banks 
" Of Amo to Bacchiglioiie sent, 
" Wm foul-Btrotch'd members tlicrc in death to leave, 
" More I coiild nay, but tliat I iimy not wnlk 
" Further with thee nor with thee further apeak. 
" Lo, from the sand I see fresh dust arise I 
" Others now come with whom I muat not join. 
" I leave my treasure to thy gentle care, 
" III wliieii I still do live ; I seek no more." 
He tum'd away, bearing tho look of those 
Who o'er the country at Veiona scour 
For the green mantle, and amidst them all 
The winner he and not the looter eeem& 
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Nov did I itnnd wlien tiu clear mnimur rose 
Of voter filing in the other iwiiid, 
Like to tbe tnunmiiig which the bediivcs make ; 

When lo I three gho«ta together broke kthlj 
With rapid ptun fbrth ttaca the ixwrp which poss'd 
Through the fierce suFring of the fiaty rain. 

Thejr came towards ua, and each one exclaim'd — 
" Halt thou, who by the faahion of thy dreBS 
" To our Tile oity seomest to belong." 

Ah, me I what wounds I saw upon their limbs ; 
Boceut and old, deep treuohM bj the flame I 
It grieves me yet aa the remeiabranoe comes. 

Thoughtiiil my teacher listen'd to their cries. 

Then tum'd towaids me, saying — " Thou most wait — 
*■ To these our ipedal courtesy is due ; 

" And were it not for this all piercing fire, 
" Bom of the nature of the place, metbinks 
" Better to thee than them beoometh haste." 
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They re-commeiit'd, wlicii we had skipp'd, the chant 
Of their old rhyme, and when to \\B nrriv'd 
They whirl'd around in circle, all the throe. 

Ab are ths cnl'd and naked wrestlora wont 
To measnre ev'iy gnap and rantage point 
Before they grapple in the eameat strife, 

Thns whediBg round each one thene lus &oe 
Towarda me held, m that his neck ms morM 
la oonstant action ctdTeise to hiB'foet. 

" Jbid If the la^ssry of treaoh^ona plaoe/* 
One aaid, "and if its aqiect, black and chan'd, 
" On TO and on our pray're bring thy contempt, 

" Let onr renown put in thy hcurt to any 

" Who thou maj'Bt be, who with thy living feet 
" Uov'at fbns secorely through the depths of hell. 

" He in the steps whom thou see'at me tread, 
" iJl Say'd and miked as hia body eeoma, 
" Was of a rank greater than thy belief. 

" Grandson of good Gualdrada, and his name 
" Was Guidoguerra; and in life he wrongSht 
" Much by hia wisdom, much, l«o, by his sword. 

" The othor who beside me stirs the sand 
" Tegghiaio Aldobiaudi was, and he 
" Should in the wtnld M pteasant &me be held. 

" And 1^ M plao'd with these in heavy cnwa, 
" Jaeopo BnatiouocH waa ; my wife, 
" By her fieroe prid^ was my most pierotu hurt." 
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If fonn the fire I conlil linyii ^liHtpr f,miid, 
Don) there iim'iKi il.-in 1 \vv\ cn-il injAflr, 
And think my tuauher wtiukl )iLive ;;i\'cii mc Icnvo, 
But since I miiat !mve nitit iha s,^,)r,-luiiy fliiiiie, 
Fear overc^e rae in tlie longiiih' wish 
Which omdo me crave to meet tlicm in embrace. 
Then I began — " No ] not contempt, but grief 
" Did your oondition atir -within my brenat, 
" And tlint 80 great, long must it give me pun, 
" As Boon aH this mj lord unto me spake 
" Wonls 1^ the which mj waken'd thought peraeiT'd 
" That sueh as ye aie to this region came. 
" I of jotiT land am om; and ever mnoh 

" Youi works and glorjr of jrour honour'd names 
" With groat affcotion liateu'd to nnd priz'd. 
" I leave the gall ; the apples sweet I seek, 
" tromls'd to me by him, my leader true ; 
" But tfl the centre must 1 first, denci-'in!." 
" If long the soul shall o'er tliy munibiira rule," 
This one then nnswer'd me, ■■ if tiiy fame 
" T.ar.L' itftiT \h>- ■■ .-In.;! si., ,1 H,. li-iit abroad, 

" Still ill our t:ity iii tliey mice were wont, 
" Or if tliey now lie utterly east out ) 
" Guglielmo Borsioro, who since late 

" Our aof^ish sbaies; lo, with bis troop he goes ! 
" Affiots us grmtly with the wondH he speaks." 
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" An upstart people, and too audden gains, 

" Pride have ongonder'd and eitraTagnnce 

" 111 tliee, oh Florence, to thy present grief ! " 
Sucli was my cry, with upward lifted fiicc ; 

The tliree who tliis for answer understood 

Look'd OS man look vho &oa a Btartliog tratJi. 
" If in a time to come, hi small tlif oost," 

Hiey emwei'd all, " otheia to giva nontent, gg 

" Oh, Iiappy tbou vbo apeakest at thy vSL I 
" If then these dismal regtona than ahalt quit, 

" Ani turn aguo to aea the beaateoiu etaxa, 

" When it ehall be thf ji^ to etj, 'I mts,' 
" Let the world hear i:h In thy diacontae." gs 

And tht'ii tbey broke their circle and they fled ; 

Tlieir liidln smcii'd wiu'^^, nipid was their flight. 
It was mil losiil.k' lo f.ny '■ Xtncn" 

To iiiiili-b <L iiuii;k tliL-j (liaappear'd ; 

Whcrcoi; ii ;,.( ii'.'il my niiiater's wish to leave. go 
I follow'd hjiii ; v.-e Ih:,'- v.:\y had gone 

When the loud rush uf water came bo near 

We Bcarco could bear the worda that either spake. 
Like to that stream which h^ its proper flow 

First &aui Mount Veaolo, then eastwotd nuu is 

On the left cnrt^i s£ the Apennines 
WUdi Aoqnaoheta call'd upon the hd^^ta. 

Before it niahea to ita level bed. 

And the aame name at Forli beara no mors. 
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Above San Benedetto thunders lond 

And from the Alps leaps dowwrard at a bound, 
Whcro men by thousands might a shelter find ; 

So txtiia the steep and abatter'd rock we felt 
With echoing roar the inky wat«ra fall, 
So loud, no ear might listen long unstunn'd. 

I had a cord around my body bound. 

With whiuh at one time it had been my thought 
To adze the leopard irith the painted skin. 

When I had this all looaen'd end untied, 
As I was BO commanded by my chief, 
To lum I banded it wropp'd up and ooil'd. 

On which towards the dght band turning round, 
And when Boma little distance from the edge, 
He oaat it down info the yawning gal£ 

It naeda mnst be some new thing answer gives, 
Within myself I said, at this new sign. 
Which thus my master seconds with hie eye, 

But, ah ! ho« cautious mortals ought to act 
Near those who look not at the deed alone. 
But in their wisdom pierce and know the thoughts 1 
He swd to me — " Above shall soon appear 
" That which I wait for, and thy fancy shapes 
" Into some object soon to be beheld. 
" Always to truth which hath the form of lie 
" Let, if it can be, lips of man be cWd ; 
" BeoBQse, tboogh wiOunit &ult, it maksth shune." 
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But Bileuce holds not here ; and by the ootea 

Of this mj comedf, reader, I do ewear, 

^ I do hope thy faTonr long to keep, , 
That I beheld tbiou^ the dark air and groea, uo 

A figure swimnuiig upmrdB, in a shape 

To make tbe IxMeBt heart with wonder thrill 
Thus he letnma vho seeks at timee the deep 

To loose the aiuihor, which entangl'd holds 

Some rook or otber hindnmoe of the sea, qb 
And who shoots npwerd whibt hhi lUnba conttaot 
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" Vi'hil fortuii 111 u until ins, walls ami woaiiotis breaks ; 

" Lo, thia 13 he who the whole world iiifecta I " 
Such were tlie words my giiido to mo oddress'd, 

And then he B^'d to him to touch the shore, 

Close at the margin cf the stonj irays; 
And this maet loathsome image ct deceit 

i^iproaoh'd and bioq^t his bead and breast to land ; 

But on the bank he drew not forth his tail 
HkBioa was an the hoe a just man; 

Gentle in outer beau^ was the akin, 

And of a serpent rU the trunk beaidea. 
Two olawB vera to the armpits rough with hair ; 

And all the hiuli and hreast and both the ^des 

Were painted o'er with oirolca and with nodes. 
Richer in Dolour grounded and relieT'd 

Herer wan ohiUi if Tartar nor of Turk, 

Nor by Aiscbne woven such a web I 
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As froqucut barges stand upon the beach, 
Partly in water, partly on the laud, 
And as among tlie glutt'nons Gennaa boors 

The beaver sets himself to nmke hia war ; 
So stood this evil and moat wicked beast 
Upou tliu atony iiriiii wliidi djecks the Band. 

In the blank apace hi^ \;-]jA'i tail's he mov'd, 

Turning in upward Hwccp tlie ven'moiis fork 
With which, as in the Ecorpiou, it was arm'd. 

My guide then said — " It needs na now to bond 
" Out coune a little round, that we may reach 
" That heaat moat aril, yonder lying ooadhU" 

So we proceeded \fj the right hand down, 
And tow^ Vti extremeBt edge srane stepH adTano'd, 
ATtuding thna tJio fire fl^ces ^d the sand i 

And soon, aa we approadh'd bim, then I saw 
Some short way distaat and upon the sand 
Seated a orowd cbsa tp t)ie emp^ 

Then spake my ntaater thus—" That unto Siae 
" Experience of this circle may be full, 
" Go thou to these and their condition mark. 

" Let your discourse and atgument be brief; 
" Whilat I till thy return this monster speak, ' 
" That his strong shoulders to our need he yield." 

Thus also towards th' eitremest Teige I went 
Of this, the seventh oinle, all alone, 
Where aad and sorrowM the people Rate, 
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From out their eyes burst forth thoir heavy griof ; 

With restloss bands they strove tliemHolves to save, 

Now firom the vapour, now the lieatod soil 
So fight the dogs in the hot euinmer time, 

Wit^ feet and nmizle maddeii'd bj the bitea ed 

Of fleaa Bod flies and other Insect plagoefl. 
T?hen on some boeB I hod mine ejm. 

Of those on whom, nun'd dawn this grierouB fire, 

So one I recogni^d, but I percdr'd 
Thai from tiie ntnk of each nuipended hung tB 

AptuK mth proper and ooloor maib'd, 

And mtb thi^ eyes tiiey seem'd on these to gloat 
And aa I midst them dosely looking came, 

I saw a yeUow puras on which in blue 

A lion's shape and bearing were deaigu'd. gg 
^Thsn looking further in my keen regard 

I eaw another, crimson more than blood. 

On which a goone whiter than butter shew'd. 
And one, whose purse was white and wes impress'd 

With a BOW pregnant on an ajnire GeM, 

Said unto me — " What dost thou ia this fosse 1 
" Henoe, hence ; begone 1 and aince thou still dost live, 

" Know that my neighbour Vitajiano's place 

" Here on my left band BhaU one day be fband, 
" Uidst tiutae of Florence I am Padnan; jg 

<' And many times have thc^ my beeiing atomi'd, 

" atonting— Ho, welcome to the BOTCreign knigfat I 
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And I in tcur tliat lunger sUir might yes 

Htm who had wiirii'd iiie not to stny too long, 
From those a^vl spirits tiim'd nsido ray steps. 

I foinid a\y guide nlreaiiy mounted liiyh 
Uimn the batk of the fierce unimiil, 
And then he said to me — " Be strong mid bold. 

" Now we desoend 1^ on unwonted ati^ ; 
" Mount thou before, I take tbe midway plRce, 
" So that the tiul uo lujnty uifllot" 

Ab be to whom the BhlVring ague fit 

Approaches near, his noils alre&d; white. 
Trembling all n'tr Htill lingers in the shade ; 

So becttiiio I ut hc!i.rinh' tliese his words ; 

But slianie wiis rouB'd within me by his throats, 
A kind lord's preaenoe makes his servant brave ! 

Upon his shoulders then I toiik my seat ; 
I wiflh'd to Buy, but iitt'muce woidd not come, 
As I hod thought — " Hold mo in thy embraoe." 

But he, my help in many times now past 
In higher perils, when my seat I gain'd, 
Olasp'd me and firmly beM me in lus arma ; 

And B^d — " Nov Geryon, onward, onward move ; 
" In dirdes wide, but gradual tbj descent ; 
" Think of the novel harden which thou bear'st." 
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Aa from its place of reat tliB liatk reoedea km 

Baokvaid nmd btiokwaid, bo ^ he back out; 

And vlien on evV^ aide ha felt free play, 
There irliere hia breaet had lieeu hie tiul he tom'd, 

And this outstretohing, like au eel he mov'd, 

And with his daws he drew to him the air. u» 
Greater his &ar, metbiuks, oould net have been 

When FhtBtoQ in despair threw loose the reins 

By wbioh it seems the lieav'na ov'n yot aro Bcorch'd. ; 
Nor bis when wretulieil kitrus perueiv'd 

His loins unfeathor'ii by the heated wax, m 

Hia aire eiclaiming, " Fatal is thy path !" 
TJiiiu was my fear when, looking round, I saw 

Air on all aides, vanish'd all sight and view, 

Nothing l>efore me but the evil beaat. 
Onward it swam with motion alow and slow ; 115 

Wheeling, descending, not by sense perceiv'd, 

But &>ni the air whloh fium'd my fiioe feet. 
On the light baud tSreoiy I oould feel 

Ute roar terrific of fit' abyai below; 

Wherefore I downward ijunst my heed to gase, us 
And then X grew more fearfiil as we tank; 

For I saw flames, and gnwns and waiUi^ heard; 

So that I Ixembling tdoser strain'd my ri>ig1in- 
And tben I fioa what was b^ne unseen, 

How down and ronnd we sank the great grieb is 

Wbioh now drew near to ns on ev'iy dda 
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As nhen the Mcon long on ontstretoli'd yAag, 

Sesing no lure Dor qusny in hk flight. 

Makes the sad folcouer sigh, " Alas ! dropp'rt thou f 
Slov ha deBcends, whence swift he upward rose 

B7 cirelea manj, and be settles down 

Far from liis mastGr, buIIgii and onrag'd. 
Thus Gcryon, in the depth of the abjss, 

Diaplac'd us at the fbot of the scarp'd rock ; 

And now nnhwded of onr weight, he sprang 
Forth like an arrow from the string Mt bw. 
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A plitce in HeU ia M:aiebolgd colt'd, 
All Btone in Btruct\)re, Lrnii in its hi.e, 
Like til' encirding tlilT Hliii;li ginla it round. 
Eight in the centre of the pliun malign, 
There gapss a. yawning well, profound dod wide, 
Of wliloh itB pltuM the pmpoaa will explain. 

The y/hola remaimng drouit forma a sphere. 
Between the irell and the rook hi^ and hard, 
And hj ten TaUeji is the bottom Heom'd, 

Am fbrprotaotitai, where the castle walls 
Are hf Bocouaive moata encircl'd round, 
These to the spot ^re certnin Klmpe ai^d form ; 

So in bice feahion did those here appear ; 
And as auoh forts have from tlieir innor coitrts, 
Sroall bridges stretching to the outer bank ; 

So from the cliff's lov bitse forw[ird arc tbniat 
Rocks, which across the banks and fosses cut. 
Tin by the deep well truncated and cheofc'd. 
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This was the Hpot nhcro no our footing found, 
Dialodg'd from Geryou's liack ; and then his way 
Tha poot leftwards took, I after went 

On the right band new aogniBh I bdield ; 
Nisw tormenla and new Bgeota to torment, 
Of wbioh the ^ola fint fiasurs was refdete. 

Naked the ennuen at the bottom moT'd ; 
Hiis «de the nuddle, &oing ub thej came. 
On that 'aide with ua but with quicker Btopa ; 

Ah do the Romans with tho mighty crowd, 
The year of Jul)ilee, they find the means, 
To make the multitude traverao the bridge ; 

So that on one ude all (heir fac«s bear 
Towards the castfe and St. Pctor's Beat, 
Wliilst on the other to the mount they turn. 

Here, there, ond everywhoro on the blaok rock 
Hom'd fieoda I eaw, who each with mighty whip, 
Cruelly and fiercely scourg'd tliom from buhind; 

Ah, how tlieir legs they shrinking npnaid drew, 
Ah the first lasheB fell I and no one dared 
To wait the second Btrokes, or hrave the third. 

As I was pasung onward ; lo 1 mine eye 
Confrantcd one,' and instantly I swd, 
" Tis not the fint time this one I have seen." 
~ Eenoe to reeal iiim fixedly I lool^d, 

And my kind leader with me stay'd his steps 
Willii^ that somewhat backward I m^ht turn ; 
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And the scoiirg'd soul, who thought himaelf to hide, 

Held down his fiice, but little it ayail'd, 

" Thou, thoiL I" I s^d, " with ejea tfaafl oaat to earth, 
" If thy -wliole form and bearing be not &be, 

" Art Venedioo of Caotianimigo I 

" Bitt lAatbatii bronglit thee to this laahf 
And then he sud, " Uuwflliugly I apeak, 

" Bat thy plain words awaken iu me tiioughta, 

" Which bring rememhranoe of the former world. 
" I was the man, who Ghisola tiie fiur 

" BeguQ'd, to yield her to the Marquia' will ; 

" Let foul report give forth what sound it may. 
" I am Dot hero tho only Bolognoee 

" In angiiieh sunk ; of them so full this [ilnce, 

" That not su miiny tongues thia hour huvo lenmt 
" Sipo to say, 't»'iit lleno and Suveiia ; 

" And, if of thia thou wishcet faith or proof, 

" Call io thy mem'iy our moat greedy heurta." 
Even aa he spake, a demon, with his seourge. 

Struck him, and said, "On, Pander, onward, ho! 

" Here are no women (o be bought for gold." 
Now once again my OBOort I rejoin'd, 

And, alter a few ateps, a piece we reach'd. 

Where a too^ rook jm^'eoted from the bonk, 
Lightlj' and eani; we scaled the hdgbt, 

And, turning to the right, by the ecaip'd ledge, 

These cinlea of etend^ we left. 
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Whon we had reach'd the spot, where gapea tho rook. 
To givo a poasftge to the BoourgSd crew, 
My loader said, " Wait thou, that eo tbe fiuie 
" Of tliete souls miabegotteii on thee «trike, 
" Of irttom tbou 7et hast not the feattues eeea, 
" Aliliciagh in eompfiuy irith m they vent." 
From die old bridge's hei^ wa vatch'd the troop, 
Whieh came towarde ns from the other nde, 
And by the aootuge irare in like manner atang. 
Mf oonxteone master, though by me nnaak'd. 
Now Bud, " Behold 'that mighty one who comeE, 
" And in hia grief yet seecaa to shed no tear ; 
" Lo 1 what a regal presence atill he bears. 
" This is that Jason, who, both wise and bold, 
" Sepriv'd the Colchians of their golden lam, 
" That time be through the Isle of Lemnoa paas'd, 
" When the fierce women, barbarous in their rage, 
" Htid to tba alaugliler ii.Il tlitir iimks coiiiiiiuiii'd. 
" Witli Bubtlc tokoDB, and with iiatfriiig worda, 
" He then! betray'd the young Hypnlpjlo, 
" She who at first the otliors had dcceiv'd ; 
" And there he left her pregnant and aloue — 

" Such was the sin which doom'd him to this woe ; 
" And tiiuB Medea too has her revenge. 
" Like him, aeduoera ahare deserved doom ; 
" And BO soffidait knowledge thon hast galn'd 
" Of tha first valley, and of those it raoka." 
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How ve vers Etanding vhere the narrow path 
Cwsaes the second moimd, and of it toakea 
Support to bear it to tlio otlier nrch. 

Here, then, wc felt tlio n-oful groooB of those 
la th' other gorge, spiitt'riiij; with nose and mouth, 
And thetDBelTes striking vitb tlioir open puhni. 

The hanks were crusted with a mouldy paste, 
Bom of tho brcLitli billow, imd liere it stuck, 
Ciiuaing to cyci ■■i-.id no-rri'i; ni-ik offbncc. 

Where Xi tlic hiftlicKl jMjiiit the r"«k iipmst' ; 

AikI tlioie we Ciiiiic, iiml looking tlioiitu, ive miw 
A crowd below in a dung pool immars'd, 
From hvmaa priviea nemiaglj deriv'd. 

And whilBt I look'd beneath with Bean]hiiig.ej>a, 
There I saw one with head bo foiil with filth, 
Clerio or laio, whether none could Ba,y ! 

He cried to me, "Wherefore bo eager thou 
" Me more than th' other filthy ones ta scan T 
I answer'd him, " Becanae, if mem'iy hold, 

" Already haTO I seen tl»ee with diy hair, 
" Ales^ Intenninei, the Lucclieso 1 
" ITierefore I mark thee more than nil the rest." 

Then, whilst he struck his heud, again he spoke, 
" Those flatteries have plnng**! mo here below, 
" Of which my tongue uo surfeit ever knew." 
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Soon after this, m; letder spoke, and Kud, 
" A little further thruBt then forth thy fece, 
. " That with its eyes it mny the features note 

" Of that diahevell'd elattcm foul und vile, 
" Who tears her boJy with htr filtliy nulls ; 

" Thiiia it is— tlie liaiLit ulu., -aIu'ii ^i.:-iM 

" OnoG by hpr lovor, ' IJiv'st tlioa mo great thaiiks )' 

" Anawer'd him thus, ' TbaokE tnarreUoua indeed 1' " 
And now our ejee enough of thia had seeu. 
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Oh, Simon Magna, ya Ma wratohed train, 
Vlbo thingB of God vhioh to all excellence 
Ought to be wedded, in your evil greed 

For gold ami silver do adulterate ! 

Your time is come, for yoii tlie trumpet Boiiuds ; 
III the- tliirJ gulf of diirkiics^ is your huiiio. 

We h:ul !lIi™1v- li.omilal on tlm edg,. 

Of the neit vault on thnt pait of the rock 
Whiuh o'er the fosse's centre hnngotli phiiiib. 

Oh, wisdom iufiuito ! huw grciit tbo art 

"ihou ahen'st in heav'n, in heD, and ou the earth. 
And in thy goodness thine awaida how juat 1 

Both in ttie bottom and tlie sides I aav 
The livid look piete'd ereiTwheTe irith holea. 
All of onebreadUi, and each of ronnded ahape. 

Nor leaa nor more in amplitade they aeeni'd 
Than those in raj dear San QioTamu's shrine, 
Uitde for the servi^ of baptizing priests ; 
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And Olio of which, 'tis since not many years, 

I broke to save one perishing within ; SO 
And let thia be the Besl that none may doubt I 

Out of the mouth of each of theae were thrust 
A Hinner'a feet, and to the calf th© legs, 
The body all Iwaidea within oonfin'd. 

The votes of both the feet vera lit with fire, u 
Tortiir'd by vhioh the joints so wildly play'd, 
fio b*iil nor twisted rope hod borne the Birain, 

As flame ithen kindl'd upon unctuous things 
Over the aurface only flicliering moves, 
So here it rcstlcsB play'd from heel to point yt 

" Wlio is lie, niuHtar, whom tie torture fierce 
" More than the othera, his companions, racks, 
" And whom, methinks, a redder Gre eihaustsl" 

" Will'at thou," he said, " I bear thee to the bank, 

" Where sinks tlio slope more gently to the edge ; jb 
" Him and his crimes tliou from himself shalt know." 

Then I — " Thy pleasure ia my swoot content ; 
" Thou art my lord, and knowest that thy will 
'* Is to me law, and what my wlenoe means." 

O'er the fourth rampart then we took our w^ ; n 
TomlDg aside we went the left Itand 
Down to the bottom, {nerc'd throughout and Vtaif^t, 

And my kind master frtan bis tbif^'s aojipoTt 
Displao'd ma not till wo had reaoh'd the oleft 
Of him whose limbs such agony couvnls'd. ^ 
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" Whoe'er thini art, thou vifli roveraSd form, 
" Sad soul ! imbedded slakelike in the earth," 
Thus 1 began, "give answar if Umu canrtT 

I stood like the ooufbaaiiig priest wlio abrirsB 
The false asstuun, nho though ha ia fi^d 
Still oaUci him book to gun a pansa from death. 

And bud he cried — " Already there eraot % 
" Ah, Bonifiice ! erect olroady there t 

Wliich to ii.ii(,sus.s th..u fc,l d^t i.oi 1- doceivo 
" The woiimti fiiir, lli^ii iln litr iiiilr.L!.'c fonl 1" 

In aot I seem'd to bo like tli()au who stiiiid 
Not comprehending wlmt nn aiisiver ni(!n.n8, 
And sconi'd and tnock'd cannot an answer giva 

Than Virgil spako — " Make no delay, but say, 
" ' I am not he, not he thou tliink'at I am.'" 
And at hia bidding n I anna? made. 

On which amruli^d, the spirit roll'd its feet ; 
Then, mgfaing deeply, vith a Toioe of voe, 
Said nnto nte, "What then is thy demand t 

"Smeto haov, eo eager thy deair^ 
" That it hath oans'd thy puwge o'er the bank, 
" Enow then that once I the great mantle won ; 

" Of the Bhe-bew I of a truth hod, 
" So greedy I to bring my cubs to fimie, 
" Fun pouoh above hath pouoh'd me here below. 
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" Dragg'd ilun-n l>enciitli my lioiul tlio otliors lie, 
" Wlio before me made simony their trade, 
" Through and along the rooky fissuie atrateh'd ; 75 

" Hi ere too shall I Iw thrust, vhen he shall some 
" For vhom I took tiiee in my first belief 
" When mth such hsstiness I made demand. 

" .Already it is Itmger sinee my feet 
" Were saomh'd, and since iny form -was thus rereis'd go 
" Thau till he planted be nith flaining soles ; 

" For, after him, a fouler still wiH come 
" Out of the west, a pastor nithaut law, 
" Fit one to cover well both him nnd me. 

" New Jason he VAl be, of whom we reuJ ss 
" In Machabeos ; nnd ne to him was kind 

It may be I WiLi too preaiiin]iluouH here, 
When ill thia fashinn I my answer made ; 
" Tell me, I pray thee, how much treasure Bought gg 

" Our Lord, before into St. Peter's hands 
" He pkc'd the mighty puissance of the keys ) 
" ' Follow thou me,' was surely all be ask'd. 

" Peter nor th' otiieiB from Matthias daim'd 
" Silver or gold, when by the lot elect gg 
" He todc'the place tiie traitor sonl had lost. 

" "Eist thy deserts tby punishment is just ; 
« And guard thou, well that money finiUy won 
" Wludi against Charles made thy hot anger bum; 
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" And -wen it oottliKt jet it oiwoka mf t4Higue, m 
" The psr'reiica due fanraidB the kBjrs n^ireme, 
" Wluoh in thj jofOQB lib tbou had'st in bold, 

" Words I lind tu'd of liiq>ort more severe ; 
" Because jonr avarice hatii aggTieVd the woild, 
" The good depressing, raising up the bad. jgs 

" Pastors as ye are saw th' Evangoliat, 

" When he saw her, who, on the waterB sits, 
" Playing the horlut with tht kings of earth ; 

" Her who waa i>oni ivith aevcn lienila, and held 

" In the ten horns har proof and evidence, uj 
" Long as lier virtuo gave her spouse delist. 

" Of gold and silver jow gods have made ; 
" And what ia 'twixt tli' idolater and you, 
" But he to one — ye to a hundred pr^. 

" Oh, Conatantine, of bow mnoh ill tbe sonroe 1 uj 
" Not thy oonTerwon, but that &ta] dower 
" Which the flrat Father took ftom Oiee in ^ I" 

Whilst in my strain, aocih uotea aa these I mng. 
Whether he was by oonsoience Ut or rage, 
On both bis foot be span oonniUvs romid, ug 

I think my guide was pleas'd, fin in his &e^ 
He sbew'd content, and yn&, attentive ear, 
He beard the words wlnob in my troth I apakft 

Then he took hold of me with both hii arms, 
Aud having olaap'd me iqnnud to his brewt, is 
Again nmounted t>y the way we came ; 
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Not weary, as he held me thus embtao'd. 
Till he hod borne ma ta Qie arch's height, 
Betniit the fourth and Gith bank forming span. 

Hm lovingly he Md his burden down, uo 
Oenttf np<m the nwk, so soup'd and bate, 
'SbxA the wild goat might scarcelf footing find. 

From thenos another TBlle^ met my gue. 



Digilized by Google 



CANTO XX. 



Nov must m7 Tenea tell of torments new, 

And matter to tlio twentioth canto give 

Of mv firat chant, which of the dnniiiM treats. 

Alreiuiy ftiiH I all prein.rM to pierce 

"Witli ciiriuua eye into th' uiieovpr'd gulf, 
Biith'a in the tcm-s of sr,rrowfiil limit ii t ; 

From the roujid valley I siiw muxxy come, 
Silent and nceping, hh on CHrth we aco 
Men chant the liliuiles in solemn tniiti. 

As foil my glance more cloBolj, then it sQam'd, 
That each one wonderfully, from tlie chin 
Dovu to tlie breast bone, had Iiis form revem'd. 

So tlut his fiioe looked dovnwsrd ^er his loins ; 
lliey needs must oome irith movement retrograde 
For, to look fomrd, pmi'x me yibfiOj gone 1 

Perhaps the force of pal^ may in some 
Sb,t8 oAiu'd such etaange perveieiou of the form ; 
But this I never saw, nor think it could. 
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If God permit thee, reader, ihut to pludc 

SVom i^t thou readest, tiunk now tot thjaelf » 
Huw I might keep & dry and tearlesg cheek, 

When near me thua our ImagB I beheld 
I^sb^d BO that the eye's lieavy tears 
Bdl'd down the baek, flooding the loina belov. 

Sorelj I wept, leaning upon a ledge tg 
Of the rough rock, aa that my escort said, 
" Art thon then weak and foolish like the lestl 

" Here hvea true piety when {dty dies, 

" But vho moro wicked than tbo man who yiolda 

" To Borrow place where judgment h divhio ! w 

" Lift up thy head, look thou and eto for whom 
» Tlic firm cftrtli giip'd Ijeforii tlic ojfi of TbnbCD, 

" ■ Oh, Amijhiiiraus : whercfoiu Ike she ^s■:^.T ; ' 
" And downwards check'd he not his lieaiiloii<; course 35 
" Till eeix'd by Minos, from wbcou none escape. 

" Bdiold his breast shows where his book should be ; 
" Because he sou^t fliturity to jneroe, 
" Doom'd to look back, uid ever "baokwaid more. 

" See, too, ISredas, who his nature chan^d, 40 
" When being mnle a female fbrm he bxlk, 
" iMOBg his whole identil; d limb ; 

" And this Mb doom, that he most once again 
" Strike with tlie rod the acrpents iotertwin'd 
" Ere he hia virile plumage may resume. 45 
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" Anuu is lie witli pumdi whom book ahtqiM ahew, 
" Who upon Lnni's mounbuna, at whose Inae 
" Thfl peanutt of Camiti A-mOa and delvea, 

" Midst tbe whito oWttn of tuarble uutda & cave 
« His dwelling, wlioioe to watot the starry ^bsn, 
" And iriteie the wa waa not to vision lost 

" And the who makes a ooy'iiiig to her bieasts, 
" Not seen hy theo, with trosscs falling loose, 
" And wcara on (lii>.t -li^c lier whole veil of hmr, 

" Was Mantj), wlin -.n-.-A:, iLri h tliruiijjh many lands 
" Till there a lumic hIil' ftumd v\iere I wna bom j 
" Wherefore I pray tlice list to me awhile. 

" After her father pnas'd away from life, 
" And Bacchus' city had become enslav'd, 
" Long time she wandor'd through tho upper world. 

" High in fiur Italy there lies a lake 
" At the Alps' foot, which closes in Almainc, 
" AboTO l^rol — BenaouB it is niun'd, 

" By springs nnniimber'd is Feniniis batii'd, 
" 'Twot Qarda and the Yal Oamouioa, 
" And these witUa the lake all find th^ test. 

" Midway there is a spot where he of Trent 
" And Vdsj of Btesda and yenma's Sees 
" Half Engn the Mearing, shoold liiey ehimce to pass. 

" Bold and In beevt? Pesohiera AU, 
" Holding in check Bresinan and Bergamsao, 
" Where on all sides more lowly cdiik the benka. 
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" And here it liappeiis that the flood vfaich finds 
" 111 the lake's bosom no ahidmg lest, 
" Beoomea a rivet the putiuee green. 
" Soon ua th' o'eiflowbig water flnda its head, 
No moEe Benaoiu, lHucia it is oall'd, 
" Till at OoTenio, where it swells the Pa 
" Nor far its oouise when In a hoUow ■tajy'di 
" It wid'ning sprettdB and bo becomee a marsh. 
" In summer oft of dondly [leril full ! 
" Passing lli:it H!iy the nillilcsa virgin saw 
" Land in the middlo of the murxliy place, 
" Uuoultiii'd, uninhabited, and bare. 
" Thsie to avoid all fellowship of man, 

" Sho with her slaves and magio art remain'd, 
" Ami liv'd, and there her emply body left. 
'■ TliGQ those who dwelt dispers'd and soatter'd round 
" To this place gatber'd, for ihe dte was aixotig, 
" The manb protectiiigit on ev^ dda 
" Tb(7 bnitt t^tjf ov«T the dead bonea ; 
" And far her sake who dune the place at fint, 
" Uautoa they ealPd it^ without other ehoioe. 
" More dense its inmates at the earlier time, 
" Before tlie fbUy of Oasalodi, 
" By Pinuamimte'e tieadi'iy was deceiv'd 
" And now I warn the^ ahonldst thou ever hear 
" Anothro tdghi to my country giVn, 
" Let not the truth be hidden by a lie." 
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" Uastar," I Hiid, "so true tlij teazling ssenu, 
** So nm, and Iield liy me in moh clear feith, 
" That as spent coals, shall be what others wj. 

" But ten me, in dut oiwil which forward movas, 
" Is there not some one worth; of remark, ' 
" For unto this alone my thoughts revert 1 " 

And then he siud— " l^t one who from his oheek 
" On his dart ehoulders backward throws his beard, 
" Was, at tho time when Greece of malea bo bore 

" Had scarce remaining bnt the cradl'd Imlic, 
" Augmr, and he with Calchaa join'd, gaye sign 
" That tho first rope at Aulis should l>o cut. 

" His name Emrypjlus, of him I sing 
" In the high nmnbeis of my tragedy ; 
" This veS thoa knowest, for than knoVst it eJL 

" Hut other, who so namnr in the flanks, 
" Was IGchael Soott, and trnfy well he knew . 
" To pli^ the gams ma^csl deoait. 

" Lo ! too, Guido Btmatti, Asdmte see, 
" Who had he to his thread and katiber itnck 
" Were now — too late repentanoe oomea I 

" And those unhappy, who th^ looms forsook, 
" And woman's arts, diyiners to become, 
" And sorcery work with images and herbs. 

" Let UB begone I already on the edge 
" Of both the hemispheres, and on Uie wavo 
" Beyond Seville, Oiia and bis thorns repose. 
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" Aud ycsterniglit tho moon ahone fiiTl atiil round, 
" And thou rememb'rest well, nor let nor doubt 
" Gave to thoe fear in the thick foroats gloom." 

Whilst yet be spoke ve onwards took our way. 
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From bridge to bridge, epca,kiug of othor tbingB 
Th&a what oomedy now cares to wng, 
Thus did we omrotd Bpeed, and at the crest 

We paus'd die other fiBsure to behold 
Of MalSbolgB, and its vain lamonts ; 
AniJ, lo ! in darkness marrelloiiB it Irj. 

As tiie VoinL'tiiina in their arsenals 
Bull in the niutcr the tenacious pitch 
To oaulk the batter'd ships, no longer sound 

To face the dang'roua deep, and at this time 
One a new ship oonstniota, one stop* the ribs 

' Which many yajagx hxvo oan^d to ; 

One strikes the prow, one htunmeta on the poop ; 
Some fluhlon oaiv, and otheta cables twist ; 
Some mend the ndim eiul, and some the miuii ; 

So not by lire, hut by the Ait drrine, 
Smmet'd bebw the fhiok and heavy i»toh, 
DaulnDg on eViy side the doping bank. 
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I look'd, but in it cotliing saw save tliia, 

Bubbles lip — heaving from tlio Ijoiliiig rnasB, 

Now swelliiij; liigh, and now subsiding flat 
Whilst downward in my oamost thought I gaz'd, 

Mj loader said to me, " Beware, beware !" 
' Dra^i^ me tow'rds him iiom mj standing plaae, 
I tnfn'd mo like the man, vho, loDg^Dg Bsoks 

To look on diat firam vddch he needs must flf , 

And wlioni IiiB fear so suddenlj tuBtiilB, 
The visb to see oheoks not tiie instant flight ; 

And a blaok devil, Id, I saw behind 

Sumung towaids me o'er the rugged lji'idg& 
Ah t ii4iat a look he bora of omel bate. 

And in hie action and his gait how ficrco ; 

With wings extended, and with light'niug foet ! 
His shoulder proudlj lifted up and aliarp, 

The burden of a sinner's haunches l»re, 

Whom bj the tendons of his feet he held ; 
" Ho, MnlflbranDhS, of our bridge," he cried, 

" Of Santa Zita's elders lo ye one ! 

" Down, thrust liim down, fhtit I again return 
" Unto that earth where they so thickly swnrm ; 

" Except Bontaio, swindlers all, and cheats. 

" A 'no' fijr gold there soon beoomee a 'yea,"' 
He flnng him down, then I:^ the flm^ rook 

He tnm'd, mora Bwiftly than the mastiff loos'd, 

The flyii^ tiiief to follow, ever sped. 
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Tha wretch div'd under, and then up lie roli'd ; 
But the foul fionda beneath the cov'ring arch 
Shouted, " No Santo Tolto saveth here I 

" Hen Bwim not here ea in the Serduo'a stream ; 
« If thou nould'at therefore Erom onr hocks escape, 
" K«e not too mnch above the [ntolqr hka." 

And then thcj e^d him witit a hondred hoots, 

, Cryhig— " Here oovet'd then may'Bt plaj thy dance, 
" And, if thou oanslv aWll Beoretiy pnrbin." 

So in like manner cooks tiidr Bcal&na teaoh 
To plunge with forks beneath the caldron's flooti 
The fifsli ivhicli on the snrfiite iiiiiy not ewiin. 

" All notice here, croiicli duwii behind aomi; ruuk 
" That to tby person danger may not reach ; 

" And ahould uffeneo to me be said or done, 
" Have thou no fear, for this is no now thing ; 
" 'Tis not the first time 1 liave known such strife." 

Then he pass'd domi beyond the bridge's croat, 
And iriien he resch'd the edge of the sixth I»nk, 
Great need he had of sn assured ftont 

With the fierce fury and the stonnj speed 
Of dogs which mdi seize the nnhappy vietob 
Who, where he stopa, cniTes suddenly fbr slnu. 

From underneath the bridge th^ issued forth, 
And all their weapons flercdy on him tum'd ; 
But with a eiy ho spake — " Be not lu^nst I 
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" Before your timafning hook may dare my flesh, 
Let one rf you step out and hearing give, 
" And than taka ooiuwel how mj fleah to tear." 

All BhoutM out—" Qo, Malacoda, go I " 

So ona moVd forward whilst the rest stood still, 
And coming, said — " What will this profit him 1 

" Ah, Halaooda 1 tbiulccat thou to Me 
" He hidier come," my master aniwer made, 
" From all your arts and artifioe neoare, 

" ^Uumt tiie will divine and posp'rouB fittel 
" Let, let me pass ; fhr it in heaVn ia wfll'd 
" I to another shew Hub savage -way." 

'Btm did his airoganoe bo qmek anbdde 
That he let fin hie veQKm at hia ftet, 
And to Uw others spake — " We may not strike ! 

And my goide sud to me—-" Ob^ Own vbo dtt'st 
" So still among tho rude rocks of tho bridge 

" To me securely now thou mny'st rotiirn," 
Then I besticr'd myself, and swiftly wcnL ; 
And all the demons rush'd with forward plunge, 
So that I fenr'd they would not compact hold. 
Thus have I aoen the troops in panic fear 
Who, issuing from Caprona upon terms. 
Found on all tides a fierce and Hwarming foe. 
In contact dose my person now I drev 
Near to my guides withdrawing not my goxe 
From thwr vip^ which bodod evil things. 



CASTO XXI. 



LowViiig I heir Iwnks — "WiU'st tliou I hit liim, lio ! 

" Rij;iit ou the il^iiili."' 'iw, to tlio other Biud; 

And they all answcr'd, " Ho, ho ! notch him wall ! 
But he, that demon who hml hold iu speech 

Mj lender, tum'd him quickly to the rest. 

And Baid — " Peace, ho ! Scarmiglione ; peace 1 " 
Than eeid to to—" Further faj tbia TOngli rock 

" All foeaa^ now is bair'd, for {ha eizth arch 

" At its fbundatioa crash'd and ls<&en lies. 
" And if a farfwr -progrem bo your wish, 

" By this steep fhee 'tis needful you shonld go ; 

" Another lodk is near wbloh fboting yiel& 
" Vive hours bc{fond thia lumr, tha day last past, 

" One thousand years two hundred sixty two 

" Have roU'd away ainco thia to ruin came. 
" I now Bend forth some of my troop to aee 

" If any one may thence an exit find ; 

" Go with tliem, fcnr not evil at their hands, 
" Onwards, llifin, Alidiino, Ciilciibrina," 

ThuH he hof^H, " Cftgnozzo, onward thoil, 

" Be liarharii^cia luudcr of the ten; 
" On Libicowo, Draglii^azzo on, 

" Thou tuafcj- Ciri[itto, Graffiaoan, 

" And Farfarell, and Rubicante mail. 
" Search ye around and through the boiling paate; 

" See tliat these aafely reach the other ridge 

" Whieh o'er th^ hollow forms an arch entire," 
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" \h, mc !" I said, " Master what do I see 1 
" Without an escort let us go alone, 
If tiie way known to thee, no aid I seek. 

" If tlion be viae aa thou haat ever Iieeu, 
" Ah, istet thou ttot the grinning of their teeth, 
" And an the feaiM threaVniiig of tlidr looksl" 

And then he SEud — "I willnotthonsbonld'at &ar; 
" Leave them to grin and guuh at their gttod wiU, 
" "Ki for these aaething wretches this they do. 

Thejr, taming mov'd awej the left bank ; 
Bnt fiist, each one of them his tongue held ti|^t 
Between his teeth, a rignal to hie (diief ; 

Whilst he behind sounded his tramp obuene. 
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I have Bum cavaliera move out of camp 
Begin tho combat and the muster make. 
And sometimcB for their ssfety scour the pltun ; 

I have seoD pillagors hy waste your land ; 
Oh, Aretines 1 I have seen troopers wheel, 
Strike in the tourney, struggle in tiie jouats, 

Sometimes with trumpet, and at times with bellsj 
mth droma and ugnallings from castle tov'iB, 
With our own ffaingg, with rtraage and foidgu things ; 

But never at a tramp so ttnnge hftve wen 
Honemni and infiuitTf their moreiaeiita Toako, 
Nor ship at ngnal of the earth or stars. 

With the ten demons then we onward went; 
Ah, draad comptuiioiis I but 'tis in the dbxadk 
With Bfdnts, and in the tavern irtth the aot I 

StiQ on the ptdiy mass my thon^t was fii^d, 
To mark the whole condition of the cleft, 
And the lost wretohea who wen bnniing there. 
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Idke dolphina vHen they ^ya mtii wdhM baok 
To iratohfUl nuuineiB the mtnung ^gn, 
"Who meaaans take hov tliejr may save their Bbtp, 

So at abort iutemlt, to eate thdr ptdn, 

, One of these dnnera vonld Mb baok expose, 
Sut quick as lightning hide bimaelf agun. 

And as upon tiie ditdh'a mXeej edge 
Hba fas^ squat mider irith ^ehmr mrmUss out, 
Their feet ooneealing and ^irir bodj^i bulk, 

So on all aides the loimen uronoh'd aronud ; 
But as tovBids them Barbarioda oame. 
Below the bnbtdiug piteh again they aank. 

I-aaw, and even jet fear chiUa mjr heart. 
One awhile linger, ns it happens oft 
One lh)g remoitiB whilst the rest soamp'ring fl; ; 

And Oraffiacan, who nearest to him stood, 
High hook'd hint by the pitch bedaubid hair. 
And diw him oat like ottO' from the atzeam. 
.Welldid Ibtovof er'iy &end the name, 
For when eleotsd I had noted all, 
Atm? wh^ they oam'd each other, heedAil been. 

" Ho, Rubeonntd I fix upon his back, 
" And with thy talona Say from him hie akin." 
So ehuuted out the whole aasulBld orew. 

^ Ah, master mine," I sud, " tell if thou canst 
" Who may lie be, this most nnluippy sonl, 
" Thus M'n into hia foe'e relentless graap." 
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My leader than tovaidB him drawing neaT) 
Aal^d whence he came; to vhrnn be answer gave — 
" I in the Ungdom of TSvnm iras bom ; 

" A Slgnor tiiera my mother mada me aerre, 
" She idio had borne me to a ribald knave, 
" Waster of his poBseBsions and himsolE 

" Then In the train of Tibsld, the good king, 
" Traffio I made of dignity and place, 
" For which I mnke amends in this fierce heat" 

And Cirifttto, from whose mouth protrudua 
On either side a tusk like tusk of boar, 
Made liim to feel l.<w o»c of tliem could tear. 

Midst evil cnts the mouBO liJd f^Ul'u ;i proy ! 
But Barbariocio closp'd him in his arms, 
And said — "Wliilat I thus hold bim, keep yo still," 

And then towards my master turning face, 
Said — " Ask, if still thou wiahest more to know, 
" Ere by the a/Soaa j^eoemeal he be toia" ' 

Itien spake my guide—" Amidst those goOtgr soub 
" EnoVat thou If anj be of latin land 
" Beneath the [dtoh % " " One late I lefl," he aaid, 

" Who from the land thon meanest liv'd net &r ; 
" Would I were with iim under cover still, 
" 7ben should I fear no hodc, and dread no davl" 

And LiKeooco— " We have bome too mooh 1 " 
Thea with his hook he aei^i him hy the arm, 
And with fierce rent a unew brae awaj. 
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And DraeJiignBSH) fain had grip'd the metoh 
tJoder the I^, at whiob, irith dang'rous look, 
Tho hot Deonivm wheePd him nmnd and round. 

Wheii6om tiieii' tage a little they bad Aral'd, 
Of bim who BtQl Blood gaiiiig at his wotmd, 
Uf leader with all haste thiu! made denumd : — 

" How nsm'at thou him tarn, whom in eril hour 
" Thon hast departed for this wretched Bhore." bo 
" To which he answei'd — " Frn, Goinita, he, 

" Known &t GaUuHi — aink of cv'ij- fmud— 

" Who held hia maHter'a foes in nnch good Iwud, 
" And BO contriv'd that each one gave him pnuee. 

" He took their gold and softly let them go — gs 
" 'Tis his own boost ; and in hia other trusts 
" No small doocivor ho, but prince of cheats. 

" With him does Dornio Michael Zanche hold 
" Of Logodoro, and they wag their tongues, 
" Sardinia's mattorB thoir unwearying teit. go 

" Ah, me 1 see how the other snarling grins ; 
" More I could tell, but maoh I fear that he 
" Is now prepared my akin to claw and flay." 

The oaptfun h^ to FarlkreOo tnm'd. 
Whose eyes were roUing in his act to strike, us 
And Bftid — "Behind, behind, thou bird of hell !" 

« If you deaire to aee or with to hear," 
Then recMnmenoed the tertor-atrioken wreteh, 
" TuEcan or Lombard, I wiU make them come. 
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" But let the MalibrancliS ataud aloof, 

" That from their vengeance we may nothing fear ; 
" AM I when seated on this veiy spot, 

" For 006 that I am irill make seven appeur, 
" When I shall wfaistH u our wont to do 
" To make one show himself above the ^tcb." 

On liftfli^ng hia mouth CagnacEO rai^df * 
BoDing hia head, and said — " Ho ! ho 1 hia craft 
■' A triok haa fergfd that he may plnnge beneath." 

Then he who knew fall well to set the springe. 
Made answer — " Ih it then a craft bo great 
" JInre piuii p;id ■iontiTC for mine own to malio 1 " 

Nu loii^iir Ak;i^lL![i n;:"i.iiii'J, but said, 

From t\v^ ix-A .iLtfiiis;,' — " If tlioii {,'oest dowii 
I wilt rut. iolluw ttiL'C with i-pccd of fout, 

" Leave, leave the Buremit, bo the hunk your Berccii, 
" See, now, if thou alone oonnt'et nunc lliiiu wu." 

Oh, thou who readeat, mark tUa novel Ejport ; 
The eyea of each to th' other «de were tum'd. 
He who realBted moat tiie fiist to look 

Wen had he dKH^ bis time; flie Nararrese, 
Hia foot lie planted firm, and quick as light 
He leqit, and from their puipose he wei free. 

Then instHntly was eaeb one fill'd irith rage, 
He moBt of all, the cause of the da&nlt, 
So he moi'd forward, ahouting— " Tbxn art oangbt" 
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Nought it avail'd him, Tor give rein to feiur 

kcA vingH then lose their pow'r ; the one went dovn, 
The other, flying, upward bore his breast 

'Tis thus tho wild duck, instantly it aeca ut 
Tlio falcon swooping tow'rds it, diTes below. 
Whilst he soara upward paaaionate and fierce. 

Th^ Caloabmia, furious at flie trio^ 
Yi^isi%, pnnmes him, and jet well oontent 
He Bbonld esoqie, to make a qnanel snre. 135 

And aa the keen deceiver pasB'd ftom view, 
On hiB companion <picik he tum'd his dav^ 
And o'er ^ diteh with him in struggle vent 

But a true bbd prey the other prov'd ; 

Well did he use his talons ; and they both lu 
Plung'd ill the middle of the boiling lake. 

Soon did the heat imleoac tlio fierce dispute; 
But to rise iipv,:ini all their efforts fail'd. 
So cloj;!;'d tlieir piiiious in tho seething pitch. 

Aiid nariiariccio, trimliFd like the rest, i« 
Made four take flight towards tho other bank 
With all their drags ; and these with rapid wing 

Alighting here and there as suited each, 
Stretoh'd out their hooks towards th' enteugl'd fbea, 
Who were by this time scalded in the flltb. i^g 

And so we left them in their troubles plung'd. 
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Without Gfnupomona, ^ent oud alone. 

Onward wo wciit, one first imd ono behind, 
As walk tiic Minor Frati, bout in thought. 

To JEsop's fahlc mtiu'ry traveU'il biLL'k 
As I contcinplntcd the present strife, 
Where of the frog and mouse he weaves his tale ; 

For " now " and " just now " boar not oloBor aenae 
Than these two boar, if so we eouple well. 
End and bcgiuuing in a thinkiug mind ; 

And aa one thought fortli from the otlun BjsingB, 
So of this one another one waa bom, 
Which of first fear made a double i^. 

And thie my thought, tbotie irtu by acts t^ours 
HaTe met witb lidienle, mUi jeer and htirt, 
la wotii it Beetneth, muat sore he. 

If anger be with eril will ooi^jida'd, 
These then wiU follow with more cruel rage 
Than ever saTsge hound the hunted hare. 
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1 felt my hair already arch'd wiUi (ear, 
Aa oa tho sonnda beliiad iuteut, I stood. 
SqI said, "UaHterl if thou etmst not bide 

" QuicUy thyself and me, much do I dread 
" The MalSbianchS, alter ua they oome ; 
" It Becraa to me I feel them even now," 

He B^d, " Hild I of silver'd glana bcGU miulu, 
" Thy outwfird imngc had not bceii imprcsa'd 
" Soulier tlian I tlij iiiiicr mind discern. 

" For now tliy tlioiijjhfs witli mine bo intertwine 
" Willi act alike, in outward guise alike, 
" That of us both one ceunael the result 

" If it should chance the right bank ho incline 
" Tliat to the other cleft we can descend, 
" The chace imagin'd wo may atill avoid." 

Soiree bad these words of counsel lelt hk lipa, 
When with extended wing 1 sav them come, 
Already near, with eager viah fo aaie, 

VLj leader inatant dsap'd me in hia anna. 
As at -Qie tumult vben the mother irakce, 
And sees the Umiiing flame aiomid and near, 

She olaspe her child and flies and makes no halt, 
Bim not heiself bolding in oare so aweet, 
SbeHeekanoHibesaTeirhat sho euigly wears; 

Down ftom the mmmit t£ the flbty eliir, 
Supine he slid by the qnlok sloping roc^ 
liThich fbrnt'd one boundaty of the other cleft. 
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Never did voter throogli its ctmduit rueh 
With swifter flow to turn the laod-mill vlieel. 
Am on the bUdes its foroo imioiigiiig plaT^s 

Than did my master on tJua rooky edge, 
Bearing me eloedy upward to his breaat. 
Not aa if his oompanioD, but his child. 

Source had Iw footing fovin'l iipim the bi;d 
Of the deep gul^ when on tlic lioi^lit above 
They oame ; but dangur now from ihtii. wiiq past ; 

Fot that high Providenuc which, in Ilia ivill, 
Of the fifth trench made thvm \n \k the lurds, 
Denied to all the pow'r to <|uit Ww smno, 

Down there we found a troop in juiiiitod ginsa, 
Who mov'd nroiind with alow and ivoaiy steps, 
Weeping with look dispirited and worn. 

Monk's gowns they wore, with hoods, which lovly feD 
Over their eyes, and in the fsshion out 
Of those Cologna'a monks are woDt to wear. 

Withont, all ^Idedi dasding to the view, 
Within, all lend, and of bq<^ grierouB vrn^^ 
Wei^'d agui^ them Fred'iiob^s seem'd made of sttaw. 

Ah, roljo ! oppresuve to eternity ! 

Once mora iewardB the left hand side we tum'd 
Along with them, on their sad grief intent ; 

But, by the weight oppresa'd, this weaiy band 
80 slowly came, we bod companions ueir, 
At saoh new forward movement of the limb. 



CANTO ZXIII. 



133 



So to mj guide I said, " Find now Bome soul 

" Of whom by act or name Uiou knowledge baat ; 

" And as we onwurda pass loofc thou arouod." js 
And one who understood the TuBctm tongae, 

Behijid me ahonted ont, " Hold, hdd your steps I 

" Ye who BO hun7 through the tawny lur ; 
" Perehonee from me thou may'st thy wiii obl^" 

Whereon my guide tnra'd ronnd, exclaiming, " Wait !" go 

" And then with puce like hin do thou pi-oceE^d." 
I waited, and saw two whose looks cxprcss'd 

An eager longing \i> bu joiu'd with iiio ; 

But by thu weight uiid the strait '.vny dotjiiu'd. 
When thpy came neiir, ivit!. suur :ind tnviuiiB eye, a 

Awhile they ej-iid us, but no H"onl they spaku ; 

Then, wheeling round, oiich to the other siiLd, 
" He seems by act of breath to be nlivc, 

" And if not dead, wlmt privilege he thuinj 

" To move uoburdeu'd by this Uaden vobs 1" go 
And then bo stiiA, " Oh, Tuacnu, who art come 

" Into the college of sad hypoorites, 

" Say who thou art^ and hold ua not in acomr 
I anawer'd them. " Bom and to manhood mr'd 

" In the great city of &ir Amo'a stream, gg 

" I wear die body I bsTe erer won). 
" But yon, who are you, down whose cheeks I see 
' " Distil such hea^ and surpaa^ng woe t 

" How great tiiat grief which thus eo mighty ahowa !" 
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And Qi«ti one uiBwer made, " These onmgo oonlB 
" So hesTj are vith lead that, like the weigfata 
" Whloli Bwaj' tlie balaooeB, they Bn&y and oreak. 

" We jojnms brothers were and Bologneae, 
" I Catalano, Loderingo he, 
" ^d by thy native town elected both, 

" Aa had been ciutom there one man to choose 
" As peace preserver, and how noted we, 
" About Gardiiigo, to tliis hour in told." 

Then I began, " Friare, your evil cnso " 

But spoke no more, for oi\ my vision fell 
One on a three iirm'd crosH liuil flitt on earth. 

When ho behold mc, ho woe el! convuls'd, 
His lieavy alghs making his beard to atir. 
And the Fm Catalan, who this peroeiv'd, 

Said, " Lo ! this piuroiJd one, whom tliou behold'st, 
" Couosell'd the Phansees that it was meet 
" One nan should eofibr for the people's weal, 

" Naked, and thus athwart the open way 
" As now thou seSrt, he is fated here, 
" Ere each one paases, first his weight to feel ; 

" And in like mff'iing, lies his consort's sire 
Within this golf, and of tlie oonnoU all, 
" Who fbr the Jews an eril seed did bow." 

Then I saw Virgil, with great wonder stmck. 
Beholding him, who, stretdi'd upon the cross, 
In this vile fbshion met eternal doom. 
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Thereafter IbUB be to tbe ^tilA Bg^; 

" Be not displeu'd, and, if permitted, a»j, 

" If there raaj be an outlet on the r^t 
" By -vhioh we two a famnge out shall find 13) 

" Without oonattdat of these black angel fiends, . 

" Who feom this depth to guide us forth are ooroo." 
To this he luiBvered, " Better than thy hope, 

" A ruck is noiir, whioli, from tlio oirouit Tart, 

" Crops out and crossoa all tlic Euu-ngc vales, ijs 
" Sava that here broken, ;ircliiviiy iidiie it makes ; 

" By tlie rock's ruin yuii muv iipiviirda mount, 

■' Which Bloj^iug Ik-S, ILlld ill th.^ Ixltll.I.l llL'iip'd." 

With head inoliu'd, awhilo my master tlood, 

Then aaid, " Our necil of sninll accmmt he made, no 

" Who there impales the siuuor on his hook." 
The Fra(^ " At Bolof^ia it is said, 

" The devil hatli many sius, among them this, 

" He is a and the prinoe of Ites." 
Then onward «^th great strides and in his look 145 

Disturb'd «nd somovphat angry, etalk'd tiie chief: 

So from the leaden-biuden'd I rctir'd 

The Btepa to fidlow the feet bebr'd. 
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In the young year, that season when tho Sun 
Under Aquarius v&naa his gelid locks, 
And wten the night divides the hours with day ; 

When the hoar frost upon the earth recolla 
Hie imago of its sister fair and white, 
But in its feuth'ry softness fleeteth fast ; 

Tba peasant churl whoso store of fodder fails, 
Bkee from bed, and looks and sees the plain 
One white expanse, and aniions slaps his ; 

Home lie tetunu^ audrestlras moves and moans, 
Idke some poor wretch uncertain hor to act ; 
Then looks egun and bo reooTorB hope, 

Beholding the whole fiioe of nature ohang'd 
In the short interval, Ms snitoh he grospa 
And fbrtti Mb lunln to the fceeh pasture drives ; 

So'did my spirits t£nk as I b^ld 
Uy master's htov tbos olooded and disturfo'd, 
Sut to tho hurt the plaster quiddy came ; 
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For aa our feet approaoli'd the ruin'd bridge, 
Mf leader tnm'd to me with Qie Bweet look 
Which firet I WW when at the mountiun's foot 

Hia arms be open'd, after some abort bought 
Within himself, and obaervntion keen 
Of Hie wild mill ; ani! }ie held me olaap'd. 

And like to him w hu works and tiikcth note, 
And ever wlmt afTucts him still fgrEseea; 
So whilst he raih'd me upwiird to the crest 

Of one rough block, aiiutliur liiais he ecaun'd, 
Saying ; " By thnt uue grappio thou tuid oUmh ; 
" Bat firat take heed that it will bear thee aafe," 

Thia waa no path for ooe with hooded gown ; 
Fm Boatoely we— he Siririt, I with help — 
Conld, Bcmng overy vantage, aoale tiie hei^t. 

.And were it not that from tiiia 'raUej'a depth 
More tiuui the other the ascent waa abort, 
He had been aafe, periiapa ; I vanquiah'd quite. 

But aiuce the MaldbolgS tow'rda the month 
Of the deep well in ev'ij port inolmea, 
Each TSlley is in atroetaie ao arrang'd. 

That one bank riaea as the other Blnks ; 
At length wo roach'd the very point above, 
Where from the rugged cliff the liist stuuu breaka. 

So ihint and so exhausted come my breath. 
When once above, farther I could not go. 
So myself seated as the hei^t I gain'd, 
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" Now it befits tliee to shake off this sloth," 
The Mastw said, " Tot resting upon down, 
" And under quilts to not tlie nay to fome ; 

" And tritbout thto he who bia life oonsnmeB, 
" LeavGfl of bimself on earth no better trace, 
" llian imoie in BIT or on tiie water foam ; 

" Up, up, fiien, up ! oonqner thy sdfiing breath, 
" That courage rouse which ev*!; battle vins, 
" If not keptdown bytlie tooJianf flesh. 

" Longer the gtair vbioh we have yet to climb; 
" Ilseape from these o»r foea is not enough ; 

"If thou mj monTiiii^f t.ikPKt, lip and dol" 
Theretm I rose and made iui outward kIioit 

Of breathing ons'icr thiin I felt I could, 

And Biid, " Go onwards — I am strong and bold." 
So upward by the cliff our way wo took ; 

Rugged it was, coniin'd ojid difficidt, 

Moro atfiop than was the former one mo clomb. 
To cloak mj faintness aa I walk'd I spake, 

On which a voice came from the other trench. 

With words confWd and utfranoe indistlnot 
I knew not what it said, thou^ now I stood 

Upon the erch'H crest whioh spann'd the place ; 

But he who spake appeer'd by anger mov'd. 
My gaze was fisM below ; but the quick eye 

Posaess'd uo power to pierce the darkness dense ; 

Wherefore I said j " Master, I pray thee take 
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" The other drole, and descend the bridge; 
" For what I hear, fbr me no meaning hath, 
" And whut I see, I cannot bring to shape." 

" No other answer g^TS I thee," he said, 
" Bat the act only ; fbr an honest quest 
" Ou^t to be followed 1^ the ulent deed." 

Downward we took our way from the briiigG hcuil, 
To where it junction forms with the ciglitli bank, 
And thou tlie wholi' cleft upcii'i! to my view ; 

And lo ! within I saw a feiirfnl miifi!> 

Of SPr jmnta, of Hiich atningc and divcrne kinda, 
That the reniQinbraiicc chilla mj very Uood. 

Let Lybia'a aajida no more their thouaands vanut ; 
For if Chelydri, Pharees, Jaculi, 
Cenchri, and Amphisbmnas there find life, 

So roBuy evil plagues and loathsraoe dungs 
Thej' ne'er produc'd, nor all the Ethiop land. 
Nor that whidi Btretehes by the Red Sea shore. 

Amidst this oruel and malignant he^ 
Ban wretohea naked and with terror strook. 
No place to hide I no heliotn^ to save ! 

Thdr hands behind by serpents were entwin'd ; 
Theee on the back and loins fii'd head and tail 
And then in front were twisted into knots. 

And la I on one who to our hank drew near, 
A serpent darted, and the wretch trani^'d 
Where with the neck the ahoulden junction make. 
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Newt Tim written 0 nor I so quiok, 
M he cai^lit fire, vas burnt, and then beoame 
A akov'T of aahes soatter'd o'er the gnmntL 

And when to ashes end to dnat rednc'd. 
Ash to its ash r»f;athe:'d, and at once 
As bj self-sotion the same form reBum'd. 

By siges great tbus Vb are told Rnd tnught, 
That when the Phosnis dies, nguin ho lives, 
micii llie (ivo l.iuulrL\itli jx-iir tonios I'ulliiig ronnd. 

Ko herb uur gradsy blade hifi life BUpportH, 
But u.ilj tL-!irs iif fi-iiiiliiiiciiiiflt' iiud npke ; 
And his ik'ath shroud is s]ilkciuini ami iha rayrtb. 

And hkc to liiiii ivhu f;d!a nnd kiiDwa not how, 
Wliuthur hy furoe uf deinuii dniyg'd to oiirth, - 
Or bj some stoppage of the vital flow, 

When he c:in raise himself he looks around, 
All Btunn'd and lost in the groat sgM^ 
Of his XbAs BuffVing and in gezing agfas ; 

So iDokM this unner ^ler be uprose. . 
Oh, Qod's gieat justice 1 how severe art Thon 
Who with such blows Thy migh^ vengeanoe pours ! 

My gnide demanded who he was and whence ; 
He aoawec'd thus : " From Tuscan]' I fell 
" Short time ago into this cruel gorge. 

" A beasfa life, not a man's, was my delight, 
" Bastard I vmb, and Vanui Fncci am, 
" A beast ! Fistoia was my fitting den." 
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" Oh, Chie^" I aaiil ; " tall him he must not stir, 

" And aak vbat crime hath thruat lum here below, 

" Whom once I knew a man of blood and rage." 
The dimer tmdeiEtood, and nmde no feint^ ijg 

But Bonl in &ce he right tow'rds me turo'd, 

1^ whole ezpreBaion one of guiltj shame. 
And laid, " "la greator grief to me tliat thou 

" Hart thus surpris'd me iu m j misery, 

" Than e'en when ntviah'd fh>m mj olher life. 135 
" That which thou aakest I may not denj ; 

" Here I am plao'd because I was the thief 

" mo stole the treasures of tlio wicristv ; 
" And to another this w-iis falsely (^Imn/il. 

" But that thou iiiiiyitt not at audi eight rejoice, i^o 

" If ever thou should'nt quit this dark abodo, 
" Ope thou thine ears and mj prediction hear; 

" First shall Pistoia mourn the Neri lost, 

" Bar laws and people Florence then renew. 
" From Val-di-Magra Mara a vapour draw, 115 

" Which by obROure and troubled olouds involVd, 

" Shall with a atorm impetuous end fieroo 
" Be hrou^t to combat on Piceno^s plains ; 

" And llten n> soddenljr the olond di^terae, 

" ^lat each Bianco shall oonfeas his wound. m 
" I tell tbee this, for it will give thee p^u." 
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Ho Hpoke, and when he viv.],d (hi.:L iln' tlm^f 
His handa uplifted, and ivitli sigii nliaceTip, 
iExclum'd — " Thus I defy thee, <At, thou God 1 " 

Hencoforti) as fiiends t held that serpent brood. 
Far one of them coil'd instant round his neck, 
Ab if ho would have siiid — " Si^iak thou uo more ! " 

Another aeiz'd his lUTits and bound him tight 
So as mth rivote, coiling him in fVont 
TbAt he oonld not tfae sligfatMt gesture maka 

Fistoia 1 ah, l^itda 1 vbj not doom 
Thyself to ash«e, and exbienoe dos^ 
Siam deeper than tt^ anoeaton in crime t 

Vhrou^ all the olroleB dark and drear of hell 
I saw no Binrit against Gtod eo proud) 
Not be vho fell hefbre the walls of Thebes. 

He fled, nor fiirthar utt'iauoe gaTe nor word; 
And, lo I I saw a centaur Ml of rage 
Come shoutiDg — " Where, where be this harden'd aool t 
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Nat in Maremitia snailii tlie serpeut brood 

Methinka, tia ou hia back tLey countless smirm'd. 
From haunch lo where the human form b^ns. 

Abora the ahoulden, i^t behind the nape, 
WiUi wings extended -mAa, a dragon orouch'd, 
Wifli fire involvit^ whomsoe'er he meets. 

My mtwter stud — " Caons thon seSst there, 
" Who at the rock base of Uonnt Aveatine 
" Fnll many times hath made a crimson lake. 

" He and his brethren tread not the same road, 
" For hu by evinniuf; f^n'd his thievish ends 
" Upon ih' aiioumliiig licnii. wliic)i pnstiir'd near; 

" Tiierf^furL' wick-.'ii ,k'uds wlto ii.iulo to cci.so 
" Under tlic club of Htronlc.-;, wlio, pcrhnpa, 
" Gave liini a. hundred liWs, fueliiij; but ifii." 

Whilat ho thiuj spabe, and pust tin; oilier flen-, 
Low down beneath ua spirits three advanc'd, 
And their approach myself nor guide porceiv'd, 

Until we beard them ehguting — " Who be ye ) " 
On this irom our diacouiae we instant slay'd, 
And fixfd on Qieiu alone onr eunest eyes. 

They were utiknovn to me ; bat one it dumc'd, 
As it may ahaaee to happen any tdme, 
Oooasion foimd the other one to name. 

Saying — " Ciaula, whare may he be hid I" 
On which, my goide's attention to insure, 
I i^acad my finger no my chin and lip. 



CASTQ xxr. 



If, natder, thou art backward to beliovo 

What I shall sa.j, no wonder thou shoulilst doubt^ 
For I myself wlio saw can scarce bdieve. 

^ fis*!! on tbem I held my coriooB gue, 
A serpent niQt ux feet, like arrow darts, 
Full finnt (HI on^ olingiiig to er^ port 

Tnth hit inid'j^ bis belly he entwin'd, 
WiUi his fore feet he tigjitly dagp'd his arms ; 
Then with hid teeth he eeii'd on either cheek. 

^th the hind feet he atretch'd around the thighs, 
And thrust between the logs bia scaly tail, 
And by the loins behind ho hold it ouri'd. 

Never did ivy oling with rooted hold 

, To its own tree, as did this fearful beast 
- With th' ntlier'.i mcnibora intertwine its own. 

And thus thL'v iithi lis if mdtud was 

They once lind l>ccn, and tlion their colour niii'd ; 
What each once whs, to l>c now iieitlior scem'd. 

'Tia thus we find bufore tlic flamo brealta forth, 
That paper taltcs a brown uncertain tint, 
Hot blaok as yet, althongh no longer white. 

The other two beheld him, and from each 
Came forUi the ciy^' Agnel, alas I how obang'd I 
" Lo I neither two nor one then seemest now." 

Akeady had the two heeda one become, 
When we beheld aa 'twere two franoa oommix'd 
In bnt one &ce, wherein the two were lost. 
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The annB nhich onoo were four now formed but two j 
The thighs, the legs, tho belly, aud the chest 
Had become members euoh as none had seen. js 

All primitive aqiSct ma kst utd gonej 
Two and yet no one tiie tran^gnr'd fana. 
Appear'd, and with alvw paaeage mor'd away. 

As doth the lizaid, under the fime heat 
Of Siriiu, shifting place fhim hedge to hedg^ ta 
Dart o'er the burning way with hghtning epeed, 

So tow'rds the paunchea of the other tiro 
A serpent Bcem'd to come, raging as lire ; 
Livid it was and block like pepper com. 

And at that part where fimt its aliment gS 
Our nature takes, one of the two it piero'd ; 
Tlien !it fill liT^'lli turcic liidi MiC i;h6d fell. 

He that wa.s |ili'.-,;M I.ji.lVi uii, yi t si^ke uo word ; 
But ratlior with iiia fact close sot ha jawn'd. 
Like one o'erwhelm'd with sleep or fever trance. gg 

Ho eyed the serpent, and the serpent him ; 
From this one's wound, from that one's mouth there came 
Smoke heavy, and the amokes oomming^hig met. 

Be Lnean ailent wheie his venee ^ng 
Of sad SabeUus* and KaaidlW woe% is 
And let bim bear what now my lips proolain)! 

On Cadmua and on Aiethnsa, too, 
Be Orid silent ! but not enrioiiB I ; 
Thon^ bei a fbuntun, him he nukes a anake ; 
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For nevor were tvo natnros front to front ]«> 

l^amuted time, no that the forms of both 

Were for m interehiuige of matter ripe. 
They to each other aiiBwer*d bjr such law^ 

That whibt the BSipent foik-hfcs i^t his Hul, 

The votmded ghost lus feet together bound, m 
Leg to its 1% end th^ to tUgh adher'd 

In raoh cloae junotkm, that the junation oeas'd 

To offer nurk hy which it mi^t be seen. 
The tail thus oleft that fbnn and figure took 

The other lost ; and whilst of one the skin no 

Had become Boft, the other's now was hard, 
I saw the nrms into the armpits shrink, 

And the two feet, which in the beast were short, 

Drew length'ning out, as the ghost's shorter graw. 
And then, together twisted, the hind feet m 

Become the member held of man conceitl'd, 

And the wretch hia into two members stretch'd. 
Whilst the thick smoke one and the other voila 

With a new oolour, and on one the hair 

Briugeth to grow, and makee the other imooth, jgy 
The one roae up and down the other 

Yet tunung not away thur evil qieg. 

Under the glare of which eaoh faoe was ohang'd. 
He who was up hia tow^n the temples drew ; 

And of the aur-abounding matter there ]sb 

Two etas forth issued from the Boaroe fonu'd dteeka 
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Vlhtib was not yet withdniTD, and in eioeaB, 

From that the nose upon the face wm f oim'd ; 

And the lips thiokeu'd bb in life we find. 
He who was prostrate forward thrusts bis face, lao 

And in the head the ears ratiting draws, 

Ab draws the eiiail the horns within He shell ; 
The tongue, wbioh once was eingls and fbr apeeuh, 

Sphte to a double tongue ; the other's fork 

Shiinka, closes up, and then the smoke is stay'd. 135 
The sou], a bestial nature now beoomo, 

Fiies through tho vallcj with a hissing sound, 

T]iQ otiicr Bjjutfring fury conica behind. 
Thou his now shouldcra toivnrda the other bent ; 

lie Kaiil to him — " 'Tia good Buoso now 110 

" Should run this crawling race as I hare dona I " 
TliiiB of the set'cntli foul refuse I beheld 

The obonge and interobango ; and my eienae 

Is in the uovelt;, if tongue traasgress. 
And though of Teiy truth mine eyes woce touch'd 

With some oonAinon, and my mind depress'd, 

However oonoeal'd these could not 10 escqie, 
That I nnght not Fuodo S<nanoato note ; 

And of his three companiona vho first came 

He of the three alone auffer'd no change ; ud 
The other thou QaTilli moumest stOL 
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BejoicB, thou Florence, sinco thou art Eo great, 
Hutt'diig thj viaga ovor both ssa and land, 
And cv n in ticll itself Tvide thy renown. 

Amiildt t\ti: thiuvlbli luiit fivs such I foand 
Of thy high citizens, that it brings me shame, 
And odds no might; honour iinto thee; 

But if, as morning comes, dreams speak the tmtli. 
Soon shalt tliou feel not what the others nmj. 
But what for thoe ov'n Prato iconly longs. 

And should it be aiready, not too soon ! 
Nay let it he, if it be rul'd by fate t 
More wiD it grieve me as I older grow. 

We left Uie spot, and upward by the steps 
Made by the jntting stonea wo first bad oUmb'd, 
My guide nmoonted, and me after drev. 

And labouring onwatd 1^ this lettely yiey, 
Thnmgh splinten and rcmgli fisgmenta of the rook, 
The fbot vithout the baud no progren made. 
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Then I had grief, and still my grief retnnu 

When meiii'17 HOT reoalls irliat I beheld ; so 

And o'er my geniuB more I jdace the curb, 
That it may rnn not unleas Tirtne lead j 

So that if h^ipy star or hoHer thing 

Gnut me the good, my own &ult lose it not 
When on the grasBy hill the ruatio lies is 

What aeaeoii he who filli the mwld mth light, 

Least from us hides the gloiy of his &ae, 
That hour when to the gnat the 6y gives place ; 

Thick as he sees the firedies in the vale. 

Where gnnra his vine perohancc, and works his plough; gg 
So were the flamea which the eighth dasats lit 

WiQ] light resplendent, by luino ojea perceiv'd 

Soon aa I Blood where rose its depths to view. 
And ev'n as he who call'd th' avenging hears. 

And saw Elijah's chariot part from earth, ^ 

When strught to lieav'n tlie horaea wiiig'd their flight ; 
Soon with hia foll'wing eye loat outwaid ahape, 

And nothing saw aaving the flame alone, , 

Whidi like a little vapour floated np : 
So in Qie trenoh'e gorge each flame did glide, 10 

And though its prey ofibr'd no ontwaid sign, 

Eaoh flame a sinner held inTolr'd within. 
ITprigfat I stood upon the bridge to see, 

Tet BO that, without hold of the rough rook, 

Ko need of force to make my fall more sure. a 
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guide, «bo mark'd my keen desire to know, 
Then wd — " Within these flanKB are Bpirits held ; 
" And his own flame to each one clothbg makes." 

" Ah, master miae ! " I anawer'd iiira, " thj word* 

" RcraoTe all doubt ; but it had ^xeu my thought eo 
" Hiat it waa thiu, so of thee vish'd to ask ; 

" That flee which at the ftum'a point so divides, 
" Who Is therdn } it rises like the fire, 
" Where Eteocles with hie hrothar la;." 

He anawer'd me—" Therein in tonnent born 
" Diomed and Ulyaua, and the two 
" In divine Tengeanoe join as once in rage ; 

" And ftom mthln their flame trith groans they moum 
" The ambodi of the hoise, which was the gate 
" Whence issued ftuih the noble seed of Itome. 

" There, too, tbej moum tho urt throu^Ii wbioh the dead 
" Seidamiii still Auliilles mourus, 
" And rue in BufF'ri»s the Palladiuiu's tlieft" 

" IF there may live witliiu those tires the pow'r 

" Of speech," I said, " master, I earnest pray, se 
" Add iu my pray'r may pray'rs a thousand speak ! 

" That thou wiit not my tarrying here deny 
" Until Bball hither corao the hamftd flaruc ; 
" See n ith wlmt longing I towards it beud." 

He Buid to mo — " Tliy pray'r deservetli «ull 70 
" All mcod of ptnise, therefore acceptance claims i 
" But have thou care and see thy tongue re&ains ; 
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" Be the Hpeech mine, I have conception clenr 
" Of thy decree ; tbej in contempt pcrchniice, 
" For they tue Greeks, would hold what thou miglitst saj." tg 
After tiie £aiiie had onward thither come 
Where to mj master aeem'd the place and tame, 
I beard him speak in form and manner thus : — 
" Oh je two spirits tenanting one flame, 

If I found favour witii you during life, m 
" If &vour found with you or more or less, 
" When in the world my lofty ver>« I sung, 
" Pause ye awhile, and one of you deokre 
" Where he, eelf-sacrific'd, went forth to die." 
The greater horn then of the ancient Same s) 
B^an to Sioiter, with a murm'ring Bound, 
Aa Bounds the firs whan haiBaa'd by the wind ; 
Then hither, thither vibrating, the point 
As it hod been a tongue articulate, 

Gave forth a voice, wbioii speaking said — " What tune gg 
" I Hed from Circe, who nij life had hid 

" More timn a year near Gacta ere yet, 

" Tliis fhini -Eneas had its name receiv'd ; 
" My son's sweet ways, tJie sacred duty elum'd 

" By my old firther, nor that debt of love 

" Dne to Penelope, her source of joy, 
" Could oonqner in my soul die bnrniiig thiirt 

" To see and luiow the deep things of the world, 

" To study human, worth and human vice. 
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" Forth on the great and open sea I went, 
" Lonely, with but one ship, iind with a band 
" Scantj, but faitMil to the end aud true. 
" Both oontinents I law as for as Spain, 
" I sav Morocco and Sardinia's Me, 
" And othen t:^ the bland ocean bath'd. 
" I and my company -were infirm and old, 

« When we at length came to that narrow strait 
" Where Hereules his guardian signals reat'd, 
" That beyond this, man might not farther go j 
" Seville I pnsa'd upon niy deiter hand, 
" Ceuta waa pass'd already on my left. 
" Brothen, I stud, je who haro perils fac'd 

" A Ihouaand thousand, and the fur west reach'd, 
" In the short portion of this breathing life 
" niiith still renininetb ujilo yim, s:\y ye 
" That you will not tli' eiperience refiiao 
" Of the uiipeopl'd earth Iwhind the sun. 
" Conaidcr well the seed from whence you sprung ; 
" Yon were not made to live as live the beasts, 
" But to seek -virtue and true buowledga grasp. 
" So keenly am the qarit of my aw 
" At this my litUe speeeh, the path to dare ; 
" To oheok tJiem then had been no easy task. 
" Towards the risbg mm our stem we toni'd, 
" Out oai8 wens wings to onr od venturous fli^t, 
" Still ever gaining on our larboard ooune. 
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Now all the Btora which stud the Eoutbem pole 
" I saw at night, whilst the north lay so 1<1W, 
" Scmroe from the ocean lerel it uprooe. 

Five tit«ea rfrUndl'd and as often void m 
" Wm the alear li^t of the moon's nether ourre, 
" Since we bad entei'd on this path nthlime. 

When, lo I upon oor s!^ a mountain grew 

" From distance dim, to me it seem'd so hi^, 

" That it SUrpatU^d aS mem'iy could recall. ik 

Oor jcy was greats but soon was tum'd. to grief ; 

*' For from this new land swept 5 tempeet Horcc, 

" Which on the fore part rushing struck the ship. 

Three times this whirl'd with the wild whirling wSiTob, 

" At the fourth stroke the poop rose high m 10 

" The prow sank downwatds, so by Him deoieed, 

' And over 111 eiigtil]died the ocean roU'd." 
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Erect niid atill the fliinie now upward i\m, 
CoosiiiK to speak ; and now it onward swept, 
Permitted thus by the sweet poet's will ; 

Whuii, lu ! anotlier fliu.,o IwiliLnd it cunie, 
Our eje« dirootiug to its upper points 
Hy a coiifusdd sound w*liich issued tliencc. 

As tliu HioiliuQ bull, which bollow'd first 

(And thin viita justice) with the anguiah'd cry 
Of hini whose tools had fLiuliiou'd the device, 

Still bellow'd witii the tortni^'d anfF'rsr's voice, 
Sn that in very truth, though fbrm'd of braw, 
It seem'd not lesa by pun and anguish torn ; 

Thus fVom the first no nay nor outlet tbeits 
Forth from the fbaoB, in its ovm language then 
Cbang'd and oooverted oame the piteous wurdg. 

But after theae ili^ psasnge npnaid found 
To the flame's point, making it vibmt« so 
Ab the tongue vibnttes when the ntfranoe comes, 
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Wq heard them thus — " Oh, tbou to whom 1 turn 

" My voiue, who Himtat but now the Lombiird touguc, aj 
" Saying, ■ Farewell I I trouhle thee no more i 

" AlUiough porohanoe eomewbat too late I come, 
" Ah be thou patient, stay and with me speak ; 

" See, J am patient, toitui'd though fim 

" If thou be come intn this world of gloom as 
" Hither oast down ftom that sweet Latin land 
" Where all my guilt fbnnd un^n and scope ; 

" The Bomagnooli t have Ih^ peace or war 1 
" Say, ftr my homo was 'twixt Urbino's hills 
" And that high mi mm i t whance the Tiber springs." ao 

Slill wmi I bcitt in obaervation clusc, 

Wlieu ou my sido 1 fult mj luiulisr's touuli, 
Wlio Kaid— " IIu is Italian, therefore apenk." 

And I who hiid my miawer all prupaj''d, 

Delaj'd me not, but thus ul once began — js 
" Oil, spirit ! tliuu wiiu yonder hidden art, 

" Sot without war is thy Rouiagna now, 
" Nor ever has been in its tyrants' hearts ; 
" But there wsa qoub deolai'd, none when I left. 

" As it hath stood long years Bavenna Btands ; a 
" Polenta's e^le hatohea there her brood, 
" And Cerria, too, is oover'd by her wing; 

" The land by long ocmtentiona worn and alaiu'd, 
" Whore bleeding piles of slaughtor'd Frqnciuneii rot, 
" Onoe more the rule of Forli's tynuit owna. js 
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" And Btill Verruohio's mBatiffe old and yoang, 
" Who o'er Moatagoa held such evil evaj, 
" Aa wont to do, nith their &ngs oniah and bore. 

" Lmone'a citjr, and Santemo, too, 
" The lion's whelp of the field argent tqIo^ 
" Who ohangM pttrtj as the searau change ; 

■■ And ahe o£ whom the Savio bathes the Sanks, 
" As aha twizt plain and moimtam holds her aeat, 
" So between tjraimy and Breodom lives. 

" And now I pray thee, tell ua thon art ; 
" Be not more hard -Qisn othets aie to thee, 
" So raaj tirf name hold front plaioe in the world." 

Afler the Sie had nxuM some little space, 
As wont to do, then flicker'd the sharp point 
Hither niid thither, and thns forth it breath'd : 

" Did I Lelitva my QiiBwer now were made 
" To ono again to tread the upper world, 
" Then ehould this dnnie flicker and wave no more ; 

" But since there nsvcr from this utter depth 
" Retuni'd one living thing, if such the tnith, 
" Then will I anaiver thco and fenr no alinmo, 
A warrior first I was, then Conlulier ; 
" Thus girt I thought to wash away my taat, 
" And mxiHj fikith like mlna gave certain hope, 

" Had not the Pontiff— whom my evil aei« I — 
" Drawn me onoe mote into joj former ways ; 
" And how and why, I will thou shouldest hear. 
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" So long as I was form'd of flesh nnd bona, 
" Mf mother's gift to me, the work I did 
" Savonr'd not of the lioa but the fox. 

" Foreaigfat to win uid eVij hidden way 
" I knew and piactiwd, and mjr onft ao groat, 
" 'Riat to earth's boundaries the &me went fortlL 

" When as time oniratd roU'd I rew^'d the pdnt 
" Of mj life's span, when eVry one is eall'd 
" The sails to lower and the ropes to coil, 

' What fiist had pleas'd me now to me was grief; 
" I bad bacome repentant and confess'd, 
" Ah, wretched man t how great iiad been my gain 1 

' Of the new tribe of PhariBOCH the prince, 
" Who wages war near to the Lateriin, 
" And not with Sanici;!i iiur jet with Jew, 

■ Because his ev'ry foe horo Christian iiiiiuc, 
" None were midst those who couquer'd Acre's bold, 
" Nor with the traders in the Soldon'a land ; 
Not his high (Moe, not his sacred call, 
" Bestraiut to him, neither to me that coid 
" Which is so wont tbe wearers' flesh to waste. 
But as Constantino sought Sylvester's dd 
" mOihi Soraote, his disease to eute, 
" So this one nri^d me \rith a master's pisy'r 
To oare the ferer of his han^ly pride. 
" He Bou^t for cotmsel, and I silence held, 
" Because Ms wotds seem'd drunken in thnr rage. 
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" At last he epake : — ' Ba not thj bonrt in doubt ; 

" < Thee I abeolTe till now ; tbine to show 

" ' How Peneebjno maj be bnni|^t to dust 
" ' HeaT*!! I have poVr to open and to shut ; 

" ' Thon knoweat this, therefore there aie two keys, 

" ' And fbeee n^ predooeBSor held but ohoap.' 
" And then I felt by reasons gisTB oonstrun'd, 

" For sQeDae beie an evQ conoaHor seem'd ; 

" And BO I Bwd— ' FoUier, rinoe thon hart waah'd 
" ' Uy sin away, in wMch so apt to Ml, 

" ' Large promise and smiiU fiuth will to thee give, 

" StriK'k ,1'nni l,y iluiali, St. Fniiicis ckiiii'd my Soul, 
" liiit one uf till!' Iiliick ohunibim cxobiimM,— 
" ' This is no freight of thine ; do me no wrong. 

" ' ThniBt down below iimidBt my akvca hia doom, 
" ' Because he caunsell'il cuiinselij full of fmud ; 
" * ^inoa then till now I havo him suroly hold ; 

" ' Those who repent not may not iic absolved ; 
" ■ None can repent and still the sin retain, 
" ' The law of opposites must this fittbid.' 

" Me misemhle I wltb what Bhndd'ring ed^d 
" When, be laid hold on me, saying — *Ferobaniw 
" ' Thon thonghtest not Uie deril could logic chop f 

" He bote me down to Minoa, wbo luB toil 
" Coil'd eight timee round his bard and scaly bade, 
" And then with fierce and rabid fiuy Int, 
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" Sf^yiug— ' IDb torment is Ui' involviiig fire.' 
" Here, then, then seM me a Bpxit loBt, 
" Wand'ring thng dotJi'd irith imguuh in heitrt" 

When irith these words his histor; was dos'd, m 
He flame departed moaning heavily, 
tViating and toeing down its pointed horn. 

Onmuda onr coniee we took, I and guide, 
Over tbe Took 19 io tfae other BToh ' 

Whioh spana the fosae where Qioee make payment dear m 
Who nuse up discoid end their oonsuence load. 
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Who oould, although bj riiyme nnfettei'd, tell 

Fully of all that Hood, those griefs and woes, 

■\V!uch lion- I saw, though it wcrt often lold ? 

for our commaiiii of speech, our force of mind, 

Have not eapacitj so much to seize. 
If all were cow aBBcrahl'd in one spot, 

Those in Apulia's most ill-fated land, 

Who oncfl their wounds hanoui'<d, and liliidi^ life blood 
By Komana flhed ; those of tint ling^girsv 

Wbtiee apaSla ware measnres heap'd irith kni^t^ rings, 

Aa lAvj mites, and hia no endng pen, 
'With those who Mb in deadly wounds th^ czime. 

In daring Robert Gnisoaid to ledst ; 

And atm those otfaen, whose deed bonea are heiq/d 
At Ceperano, irtiere aliar proved 

Each Fugliess, at Togliacomo too, 

Where, without Kooa, old Alaid Tietor stood ; 
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Were one to dien Ub pieroSd member, one 
Hia wver*d limb, all tius were uang^t oompavcd 
Tnth iba fbul fkshfon of this ninth sbjn 

For caik witii loas of dde or middle stave, 
Does not n> gape ns one I now behdd. 
From oUn ont open to the fool wind's vent. 

Between the legs the sniaUer bewela hnng ; 
The liver was dieplaj'd, and fetid sack, 
Wbioli of the food we swallov ordura nutkes. 

Whilst upon him my wliole attentiou liuug, 

He look'd, and witli his lianda tore wide his chest, 
Saying, " Behold now, how myself 1 cleuve ; 

" Behold, how Mahomet is torn and mnini'd. 
" Sefore me deeply mouniing Ali goes, 
" His face flrom front-look oiovcn to the ciiiiL 

" And aU those others whom thou Boeiit here 
" Were, Then alive, of seandal and of sehiam 
" The souroe and seed, and so are cloven thus. 

" Behind b devil atanda, who oleaves in tnain 
" TTith cruel lage, and to the aword's edge pate 
" Each of OUT sect with a renewal fresh, 

" Whene'er we have the doknwuB drenit made j 
" For it is so that onr deep wonnda must olosei 
" Before wo turn to find the eame renew'd. 

" But who art thou, who museat on the took, 
" Perdhanoe the woe aad aufiering to delay, 
(' A^udf^d to thee on thins own evideoee f 



CASTO XXVIII. 



" Death hath not touch'd him yot, sin hath not led," 
Mj master answer' d, " to hia torment here ; 
" But UiAt he mn; attain eiperionoe fiill, 

" I irho iim dead, am bidden him to lead 
" Through all tbe zonsB of iihe great depths of hell, 
" And H I t»U it thee, so is the truth." 

When they hemd tVAa^ more thftn a hundred sonlB 
IWried within the trenob <ni me to gaze, 
EoigetAil in thdr wonder of their woe. 

" Say thou to ft& Ddoino that he keep, 

" Oh then who soon perchance ahalt see the am, 
" If soon to follow me bo not hia wish, 

" Good store of food, kat by tho snow conBtrMn'd, 
" Ho yiold the vicl'ry to the Novorrese, 
" Who the M-onlJ find it no sucii easy gain." 

Sncli ivorda spalic Mjhomct to my list'ning car; 
Then to iiK.ve onward plac'd liiii fout on earth. 

Another one in wliom tlic tlivoat una piero'd, 
And tlie nose sever'd to tlic eye iind hrow. 
And one ear only shen'iiig on his head, 

Tarried in wonder as tho others did. 

In front to gaze, and lo his gullet jawn'd, 
Crimson'd without and everywhere witb blood, 

And Gud, " Oh, thou, not jet by ain oondemn'd, 
" Whom in times peat I eaw in Latin land, 
" UnloB by lyse resemblance now decav'd. 
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" Foiget not Pier da Medioina there, 

" Should'st thou onoe mora behold the pleasflnt pliun, 

" Whiok from Vercello elopes to MarcaU ; 
" Uake it to Fano'a two beat sons be known, 

" To Meeaer Gnido and 'Ser Angtolell, 

" If pow'r prophetic be not here in vain, 
" Tlmt from thoir vcsaole thcj shall forth be csai, 

" And near Cottolica by force be drown'd, 

" Through tlio ffill trcntlicry of a tyrant's will. 
" 'Twiit lale of Cypras miil 'ihiyn-cn.'n isle, 

" Never by Xi;]itini(> seen ivas fouler crime, 

" By Argive rover uor by pirate done. 
" That traitor, one-eyed, and by whom the land 

" Was hold poBsess'd, wliich one now with me here 

" Repents go deeply he had ever seen, 
" Will coai and cheat them to an IntarriBW, 
And then bo do, that to Foscam's wind 

" Tbej* shall not need or vow or pny^ to matte." 
And then I said, "Deobra to me and aheir, 

" Utium wonld'at have me tdl thee nhoTs, 

" Who may he ba who bean this Utter lookT 
Then did he plsoe his hand upon the jaw 

Of his oompaniDn and the mouth tlirew wide, 

ShoaUng, " Thia, this is he, and he is dumb 1 
" Behold the outlaw, who the doubts remoVd 

" From CEBSai'a mind, afBrming: this the truth, 

" ' He who is ready loses by delay.' " 
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HowftdltomeheBeoia'dofinnid'Tiiigdiead,' - 
Tntb bis t«Higue HTsr'd wlieie ilia vindj^pe meets, 
That Oniio, once so daring with lus worde ! 

.And one irith hands disseret'd and left, 
The atnmpe npliiUng thrmigh the Awikj wx. 
So tJia*. the blood the boe disSgui'd Btaiti'd, 

Cried, " In lemembnuioe bear thou Uosoa too, 
" Who Biud, alas 1 ' Thing done beginning haUi,' 
" Which jffov'd an evil seed to Tusoan land." 

To this I added, " And to thy race death i" 
Whereon ho gnth'ring up woo upon woe, 
Went on with bearing spiritlcus and sad. 

Still i rei.iain\i tn w!i,tdi thu ghtatly troop, 
And I beheld what, without other proof, 
I had been soniewhat careful how to tell, 

Wer't not that coascienae makes assnrance sure, 
That blest companion which man freedom givoa 
Under the armour of a pure intent, 

Trulj I saw — indeed still seem to ace 
A bodj without head pass on, as pass'd 
Theotben of that sad and soiroving hand. 

And Iqr the hair be held the NTBr'd head 
From flie hand- pendent, aa a lautom hangs. 
And,/ as he looVd on ns, he sud, " Alas I 

" He f&r himself made of himself a lamp : 
" And they were two in one, end one in two ; 
" How this may Ik, He, the Great Ruler imowB !" 



CANTO XZYIII. 



When he had reach'd close to the bridge's foot, 
He lilted high his e,rm with tho head clear, 
That to our ears the worda might nearer sound, 

Which were, "Behold than now this grievous woe 
" Oh, thou who, breathing, iralkeat seeing the dead; 
" See thouif any woe be great as this. 

" And tJiat thou nuQ^eet tirling* of me be^, 
" Bertram of Bomio know then that I am, 
" Who to King John such evil counsel gave. 

" I sov'd the disoord between sire and son ; 
" Not with more wicked thought Ahitophd 
" David and Abaalom did goad to strife. 

" Because I parted those by nature bound, 
" I can; this my brain eerer'd, alas ! 
" From the lifo sonree, whioh in the trunk remdes. 

" ' Eye for an c^* — in me the law behold I" 
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The might; tsnmd, the stiange and divene wooud^.- 
Had made mine eyes so dninkeii with their teaie, 
Tbey oraVd with longing for a pauae to weep. 

But Virgil said, " Why still this wond'ring gaze 1 

" Why still, with loolc thus eamost, food thy sight b 
" With the aad nmngrd apitita there below ) 

" In th' other trenches 'twim not to with dioe ; 

" Think now, if thou tho rock'ning good have kept, 
" Miles twenty-two complete the valley's round, 

" And 'noath our foot tho moon already rolls ; m 
" Brief is the time now to our guest allow'd, 
" And things nre yet to see thou bast not seen." 

" Had'st Okm," I answet'd qmok, " eatioAt^i wall, 
" Ha reason wbj I kept such earnest gait, 
" It may bo thon hadat pardon'd longer sti^." ig 

The chief his course oonUnued, whilst behind' ' 
I foD'wing OBine, time answering the while 
And adding fiur&er — " Tondar deft wiQiin 
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" Where I linve kepi mine cjcs so olosoly fli'd 
" Methinks a spirit of my blood aiid race 
" Weeps for the aia, diore coEting him bo dear." 
Then my master — " Waste not Undlf tboi^M 
" ProHi Qm tune forward upon him ; bat seek 
" Some other olgect, and there kt him rest ; 
" For I pfflceir'd him at the bridge's fbot 
" Point thee and threaten t}iee with finger nuE^d, 
" And heard turn there Geri del BeUo nam'd. 
" That time thy whole sonTa thonghta were wa absorb'd 
" On him who once had Altaforte held, 
" That when thou lookodst there, lo, he was gone I " 
" Oh, my great chief, that death by violence 
" Not yet," I said, " by any one aveng'd, 
" Who, as in blood, so in -the shume must sbare, 
" Made him disdainful ; bo in acorn he pasa'd 
" Speaking no word to me, as I do think ; 
" And so more pitiful hiith nin/Ie me foeL" 
Such words He spake until we rcach'd the epot 
Where iirat the rock the other valley shows, 
And, if the light were bri^ter, to its deptlia 
When we feam thenoe on tlie last olmster loo^d 
Of Mdibolg^ BO that to onr eye 
Kstinot and dear its brotherhood appeai'd. 
Varied and strange laments did pierce me tlmugh, 
HftTiDg thew anows with sad pitj' steel'd, 
So that mine ean I corei'd with my luuds. 
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Such grief !ai^\l be if from the Lnznr Honae 
Of Viil-de-Chiiuia in the sun.mer'B heats, 
And of Moremma nnd Sardima too, 

Into one ditoh were cast mdi fotd diieasR 
So was it line ; and w the stetuh which roaa 
Was aa the eteooh wbioh oomea fitm rotting limtxb 

Onwairda we took Our cmine from the last bank 
<H the loDg rook BtQl bj the leA hand down, 
And then it waa jaj sight became more quick 

To {nemo the deptiu, where, lo 1 the miniater 
erf the great king — Justice inlULble ! — 
DooniB all false-workers written iu her book. 

Never was sight more miserable seen 
Anioiig Kgina's people, aiol: to death, 
Whcu full of foul malignity tho air, 

So ihat things living, dowji to Ihe Hniall worm, 

All dropji'd and died ; nud tiicu the ancient stook, 
(As for a truth the poeta tell the tale,) 

Onco more found being from the seed of auta ; 
Than in this gloomy valloy might be boob 
Amidst the swarming he^iB of pining ghosISi 

One on the bally, on the shmildera one, 
Each on the other lay, whilst on all fours 
One dcagg*d himself ^Aot^ the Carnal madi 
' Softly and In. deep ailBnae on we went, 

Looldng and liat'mng to those aaff'nng souls, 
\nra had no pow'r to nuse themselves nprighb 



CANTO XXIX. 



I snn tH'o fii!&<«d, on eacli other propp'd 
As pauB for baking on each otiier rest, 
Spottad rcom bcEul to foot with leprous crust ; 

Never so deftlj saw I horse-comb us'd 

B,y groom whose master in expectance wiuta. 
Nor yet by him uuwiiliuglj on watoh, 

Ab I JSMT each one tear uid tear hinuelf 
With bltinff nftila, in the aU m&dd'ning nge 
Of itching fi>r tli6 "nhioh none other ho^ ; 

Down with thdr nails they soisp'd the scab away, 
As from the bream the knifb sarapes off the scales, 
Or other titih with larger scales beset. 

" Oh, thou whoso Sngera rend the mailSd oruat," 
Speaking to one of them my leader said, 
" And often mak'et them do the pincer's work, 

" Tell me, midst tleso does an Italian dwell 
" Here in this place 1 so nmy thy nails BiifEoe 
" For this thy Inbour tlirouL-h i.ltniitj !" 

" We whom thou stxi-t iim^ m-.i-i.-I_v marr'd 
" Italiana ai'e," one, weepitig, uuswer gave ; 
" But who art thou who makest such demand ) " 

lie answer'd — " I am one who goeth down 
" With this a living nun fiom oUff to cliff, 
" Aod tluB my pojtpose Is, to shew him helL" 

thea Was tbeir muti^ support deatioy'd, 
And each one trembling round tOTmrds me tnm'd) 
Those, top, vho'heaid the coho of my worda 
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All close to me xaj gentle master drew, 
Sajing — " Now oak as thou haat wialt to aak." 
Knowing hia will, thus I began to speak— 

" That your remembrance may not steal from out 
" The minds of men in the more early world, 
" But mftnjr auns revolving still survive ; 

" TeH ua, who m yoa ! wbat joui raoe and nameat 
" Let not yonr Sltbj and moat bathaoma doom 
" Shame yon to idleno^ but yoimehes declare 1 " 

Then one replied — " I of Aieno tun, 
" Albero oC Rlftnmi domi'd me to the atake j 
" But that ftir whioh I died hroug^t me not here. 

" "Cia true I ealA to him, apeakiiig in jeat, 
" That hi the ^r I knew the art of flight ; 
" But he, of restless mind and little sense, 

" Will'd I the art should abew ; for thta alouo, 
" That him a Bn^dalus I did not make, 
" My doom was fire hy one wlio own'd him soa 

" But m the last mid tenth abyss to lie, 
" Because I practis'il alchemy on earth, 
" Hinoa oondomu'd me, noao may him docoivo," 

I to the poet add—" Was ever known 
" People mora empty than those Siennese ! 
" Syn Hie vain Frenohman is not vain as they." 

On tiearing tfab the other kproua aool 
TkoB answet'd to my word—" Strioca exoept 1 
" Who to eqwnse knew how to set the bonnd ; 
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Ami tiiccolo eiccpt, who tlic ricli iieu 

" Of the luiurioiLS cluve discover'a first 

" In that flat Boil vhere such Bceda gladlj spring ; 

And that buid, too, vHb vhom Oncda d'Asdln 

" Vineyards to nun, fiwegte braoght to waste, 

" And Boope mu fomid for Alibagliata's sense. 

But that t&ou know who BSoonda thy didiko 

" Agshut the SienneBO, turn a qniok 

" So tliat mj face be clear unto thy aeaicfa ; 

Then Ihon ahalt see in me Capoeehio'a ghost, 

" Who by hia alchemy false metals made, 

" And thou oanst not fbrget, if I nad right, 

How well I knew nature to imitate." 
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Whftt time that JuUo'a jeoIonB rnge was routi'd 
By SemelS Bgninat the blood of Thebes, 
Of vb[ali not onee but oft eho gaie the proofi 

So nguig mad did AUkamas become, 
Tiat meeting once his wife with bis sons tvain, 
Eooh one of them tiie burden of an arm. 

He cried, " Hc^ Bpreed the net 1 that I may take 
" Aa the; now pa£a, the lioneas and wbelpe f 
And then lie forward spread hiti mcrc'IcjtB chtwa, 

Seizing Lcurchus, ao the one v/as tmm'd. 
He enung him round and daah'd bim on the rook ; 
She with the other sought die fstsl warn 

At that time too trhen foMuiio loll'd beneath 
The haughtf pride of TmJ, whioh all things dar'd, 
So that together king and kingdom fel!; 
Sad Eeouba, oaptive and full of Toe, 
After she sa« the dead Pol^na, 
And of her Polfdorue, on the shore 
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Of the great Bflti, the mwfnl nlioa fimnd, 
Bark'd in Her nmug madness like a dog; 
Her nund thua twisted by eieesa of griet 

Bnt not in Thebee, nerer in Tmj veie Been 
Furieg la say one so omell; fieroe, 
In ontoege to the limbe beast or imui, 

Ah m two gfaoata I saw naked and goont, 
Who fiercely biting, ran, aa oft we see 
The raging hog eioludod from its atye. 

One having reach'd Capocthio, on t\ia iioci 

Where flhowB tho joint, fosten'd and bore him down. 
Making his belly on tlie bard ground grate ; ■ 

And Arotine, who trembling lingor'd still. 
Said, "Gianni Schicchi is tiiat imp of hell, 
" Thus he tamus otl.i^re in liia nd)id rage !" 

" Ah ! BO nmy iio'tr tliat ollior's teeth," I said, 
" On thee be iis'd ; but if not troubling thee, 
" Toll unto mo its name, ere henoe it flit" 

He said, " This spirit in the ancient ijme 
" Wse the meet witied Myrra, who became 
" Her &tiief B love beyond all natnre'a law. 

" She, for her indnlgance, so oontriT'd, 
" Fabdf to Doonter&it another'B form, 
" £yn as did he, who yonder goes, Bsanme, 

" To the peeriesB My of tlie Isoop 
" Unto himself Booso DonaU'a shape, 
" Ftngingthe wiUmther^fbrmof law." 
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And otter these two ra^iig spirits pasa'd, 
On which mine eje so &iedly waa held, 
I tora'd it toVrds the ether iU-bom bouIb. 

Ooe I saw made in faehidii like a hite, 
Wen it hot so that he had had the groin, 
Near that part aere^d where the man is fork'd. 

A heavy dtt^, irtuoh nomatoh'd the Ifanba 
'With fhiil and ill-oondition'd humours graas, 
So that the belly anited not the &oe, 

Foro'd him to hold the tumid lips apart;, 
Ab the poor hectic, in huming thirst, 
One to the chin turns liomi, the other up. 

" Oh je who HTH from jiaiii iiiui siiff'rmg free, 
" I know not wherefure, in this world of woo," 
He tsii to us, " look now, oonsider well, 

" MoBaer Adamo and hia miaer; ; 

" All that I wiah'd, when living, I poesees'd, 
" One drop of water now, alas, I cram 

" The rivnl«tB whioh from the Terdant biUa 
" Of Casentino to the Amo rdl, 
" Coolnesa and bedmecB aoattaring as they flov, 

" Alwajra I woo, and irith no puipose vain; 
" For th^ aweet image {^rea me ahaiper thint 
" Than all the riekneei, vhenoe this fledilM &ae. 

" That ti^^jualace, under whibh I smart, 
" DiawH reason from the [daoe where I have dmi'd, 
" To nmfae my sigliB paaa with a swifter flight 
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. " There ia Bomena, wliera I fblBety ooin'd 
" The money whidi the Bajtist's image bore, 
" Above for this mj body fcud 1^ fire ; 

" Bat might I hero but see tii' unhappy souls 

" Of Alessandro, and hie biotheis both 
^ " For Bnuda'a fount I vould not fgm the eight 

" One is fljre&dy liene, if the mnA oh&dea 
" Which dndiDg flit around utter the bvt^ ; 
" But what BTuls it me, my limbs are bound 1 

" But were I awift of foot ev'n t« so &r 
" As in a handred years one inch to move, 
" Alrciiiiy on liis palli iiiy KttjH liiid liceu, 

" To eeek hira 'midst tlii.-; f,T033 ami i^hnpeloBs crew, 
" Although tlic circuit uouiit eleven miles, 
" Nor leea than half a mile the trayerse here. 

" I am through them of a vile company ; 
" They led me on the florins felse to coin, 
" Which had throo carats of debas'd alli^y." 

And then I nak'd, " Who are that wretched pwr, 
" Who give fbrth vapour like a hand in snow, 
" Lying so close to thee at thy ri^ ude V 

" I found them here and they have never tuni'd," 
He Bud, " ainee on tibis shatter'd ridge I fell, 
" Hot duougji eternity methinka irill change. - 

" Sha ia the felae one, Joseph who aocua'd ; 
" Ho is the false one, Sinon Greek of Troy ; 
" ¥iom tbdr hot fever oomes this fetid steam." 
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And one of them, whom angmr seem'd to tonoh, m 
Because, peifa^ps, somewhat too ligfatfy nain'd, 
Strnok vith his fist npoa the l^hten'd pannch. 

This Botmded out as it bad twen a dram ; ' 
And MoGflGT AdftTH atmok him on the &oe, 
With his raig'd arm, vhiob truly seeiu'd as hnnJ, \^ 

SaTing to lum, " Althou^ from me be reft 
" AD. pow'r of in<^on in my loaded limts, 
" For work like Hi!* I have my arm unbound." 

Whereon he answet'd, " When thou wanteat forth 

" To tasto the fire, it was not then so quick ; jn 
" But at thy coiiiiivi; qtiick il. was and more." 

The other aaid, " In this thou eajoBt true ; 
" But not so true tlij' evidence that hour, 
" When thou wert nsk'd to speak the truth at Troy." 

" If I spake fnlse, and thou niad'at false the coin," jjg 
So Sinon Bpako, " I for one crime taxi here ; 
" Thy many crimes no soul aocnra'd can match." 

" Call to thy mind, oh, peijurer, the horse," 
He tritli the swollen paunuh then answer made ; 
" Be this thy enne I the whole world knows the deed." m 

" And this thy carse 1 the thint wUok craoks thy tongoe," 
The Gbeek r^^d, "and thy find belly's flow, 
" Which makes a hedge to lude tto bxm thyadC" 

And then die forger said, " Tboa gqies thy mouth 
" Evil to speak as ever was its wont ; 
" Tf I have thirst, if bmnonr makes me groH, . 
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" Thou too haat burning drought, thy he&d has pwn ; 

" To lap the mirror of Narcissus thou 

" Needeat but buuU inducement and few words." 
Ilz'd ud intent on heuiiiK there I itood, 

Wlien spake my master, "Look If boUiod vilbl 

" It needs not mnch betwixt ns stdb to bteed." 
When I peiealv'd him tluu in anger ^eak, 

I tum'dtowaidBhini wiUiaflnshof shame, 

EVn now the mem'17 makes me sU eouAu'd. 
And Uke to him vho dreams some erfl thing, 

And in his dream wisbea it were a dreun, 

Craving what Is as if it nerer were; 
So was it now with me, I had no power 

To apeak and make eiouao, and ;et eiouse 

Beyond my own belief, myself I found. 
" A greater fault less shame might wash away," 

My master said to mo, " than thine has been ; 

" Tlierefore be thou diaburden'd of all grief; 
" And ever at thy side believe me near, 

" When by the chance of fortune thou art cast 
" "Midst men lii™ Utese in atxife liha thia engaged; 

" Base mind is his who lores snob strib to hear," 
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The eelf-ttme fongiu uliidi opaka tliew ludi^ words, 
And made my either eheak orimsoa vrftb ahune, 
Gave me the medicine to lietil the iromid. 

Thus have I beard was Tested in the apean 
Both of Achilles and bis sire, the power 
Fiist to cause grief and then good comfort giTS. 

Onr lutk we tnm'd vpoti the wretched vale, 
Up by the rook which cirolod it around, 
Passing across it without further talk. 

Here was it less thou night and less than day, 
Bo that my forward look liad little scope; 
But fi^nn aboTO a bean gave Anib ft KniDd, 

Comparod with which aU otbar nwM mm tfent; 
This, byajiadi toitsovneoune.o^poa'd, 
Mine eyes directed wholly to one spot. 

After that root moat itHotaaa, whidi lost 
To the great CbarlsB the holj enterprise, 
Orlando ecnuided not ao fieree n blast. 
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T'was but a raoment since I uiiwarii iook'iJ, 
Yet many lofty tow'rs I seemed to see. 
" Master," J sdd, " teU ms what land U this )" 

.And then he eaid, " Thjr liskni puaeflt thnmgh 
"Too long a vfuw(^tli«diiA^„Hidltenoe 
" In thy im<^p)lingll thou wand'ast wild. 

" Once there sniT'd^ thaa Burelf thoa wilt kmwi 
" How tunoh t}i& Mnm ^ diatanoe udeouVd ; 
" A little fbrther therefore mge th; stei»." 

Than vBiy tendeily be toc& in; haad. 
And B^d, " Befoct we speed onr onward course^ 
" That unto theo the fiict less attiu^ appear ; 

" Enow tbou that these are giants and not towem, 
" And ill tlie pit, mng'd by tho bank around, 
" Arc altogether Iruui the navel plunged," 

Aa wh™ the draniig mist paiiaetli away, 
Slowly the sight gatliera again to diape 
What the air-clogging vapour hid from viow. 

So piercing through the gross and glooniy air, 
Nearer saA noflrer, drawing tow'rda the bank. 
My error left nie, and my terror came ; 

For aa aloft upon th' encircling walls 

Ib MonteregipQn, with, ita tweta orowned ; 
So was the raargiii whidi 1^ pit ^onoundai 

Sinbattl'd wi^ tliie ha^ p^i^trudin^ fiwm^ 
Of gianta hoiriUA Kfhom thtaatnu. still 
Cheat Jov« fimn heaVo i^ene'ec bis thundBr eoUk 
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Of one alreadj I the face discem'd, 

The shouldeta, breast, and belly's greftter part. 
And bj the Bidea Eaapended, both the aima 
When nature ceaa'd eieative power to sgeoA 
On 80 great ereatnre^ traly die did well. 
To take fivm Ifara sndh woikoi of hie irilL 
And if the brood tf ekiJiatita and idudea 
SM be oaie, be liba more enblfy notes, 
ma only bold her wiser and axe just ; 
For wben the reuraiing fooolt; oombinea 
Wth eril will and with dertruotivo powY, 
Then iliere temiuns no more defence for man. 
HiB jace appear'd to me both thick and long, 
Aa in St. Peter's bronzSd pine at Rome ; 
And in proportion wore the other parta, 
So that the bank, which was the coT'ring cloth 
From the girth downward, of the body sheVd 
Upward so much that but to reach the hair, 
Threo Frisons had found all endeavour Tain ; 
Becauae I saw of him tliirQr long palms 
Down from the ptaoe where man lui mantle clasps. 
" Bafel mal ameoh aaU elmi," 
Began to ahont the fleane and aaTBge 'moutli, 
To irtnoh was fitted not a sweeter ^un.- 
And Qie chief turning said, " Thou fotdish aonl t 
" Hold to tl^ bom, nifli it thyself leliensb 
" mien by tlqr >«gc ot otber pastfon toadied 
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" Searoli at Uiy neck, there thou v3t find the thong 
" Which keeps it fitsten'd — oh thou soul confiued I 
" Lo 1 there it g^cda thy g^t chest around." 

And then he wid, "Hia om HOouBorhel 
" Nimiod behold 1 whoea ^cked thon^t ia cauu 
" That 1^ the world one language is not ne'd. 

" There let him lest 1 let na not Tainly speak ; 
" For ev'iy language la to him the same, 
" As hia to others, known is it to none" 

Wa then went onward by a longer sweep, 
Face to the leit ; and at a crosa bow'a flight 
We found another greater and more fierce. 

To girdle him, whose was the master pow'r, 
I know nor say ; but he was holden ixiund, 
One arm in Jront, tlie deiter arm behind ; 

This by a chain, which kept him fctter'd oloso 
From the neck down, so tlie part seen alxive 
Was Gve times circled by th' involving coils. 

" This haughty spirit sought to match the might 
" Of bis own power against (he might of Jove." 
Uy leader taid, " Whence such ia hia reward t 

" This ia Ephlaltei, mightily who strove 
" What time the giasta oau^d ftie goda to fear ; 
» Hiaie arms, ga active onoe, no more he moyea." 

Then I to him, " I would, if ea it mig^ 
« That of Brianua, the tumeesured bulk, 
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He UuffBt'd me, " kaUem tiioa ahalt wa un 
" Near to m Item, who Bpeaka, and wbo nnbcmtKl, 
"Will ^aOB us In utter depths nn. 

" He whom thou wonldattwe is diataiit tax, 
" F«tt«t'd Hnd bound, but like to Haa one msde, 
" Save that more Soroe in oouutamnoe lie seems." los 

Impetnons and sbwig no Mitbqnaka muh 
Brer made toVr to ita fonndationB nod, 
As now EfdiialtM Us vast hodj shook. 

Then more than ever came the fear of death, 

And it htid been enough the four alone, uo 
Hiul ii.it miiie oyes belid.l tlio biniliiig diains. 

Thcn^no niov'd further foinj.ni, niiti at length 
We remih'd Antatua, who full five elU clear 
Without the head forth from the eu,veru roea 

" Oh, thou who in the vale when; Fortune's will, m 
" Gave to viotorioua Soipio glory's crown ; 
" When Hannibal and his roU'd bat& in ffii^t, 

" A thotuaod lions oountedst for thy spoil, 
" And who, if thou hadst shaied the war sublime 
" Waged by ihj brotheiB, as e¥'n now bdieved, uo 

" Hod j^ven the viotoiy to ihe sons of esrth ; 
" Lead UB below, be not reluctant ^uta, 
" Where icy cold Cocytus binds in oh^ng, 

'* Ko need for Tityus' nor for Tjphon^ aid ; 
" This one can grant what is so loog'd for bore ; us 
" B«nd thyself, smooth tl^ dUdaiaM Up ; 
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" He in Uh world hath poVr to ^va dim fame, 
" For he both Uvea and bag liTe hopea to hav^ 
" 1£ \M£sea time gnoe oaH lum not ovsj." 

Thua tpake the master ; and tbe m Mister quick 
Sb anoB extended and 119 leader Beis'd— 
So HeronleEi once the mighty gn^ple prov'd. 

Wben Virg^ Mt tlia grup, to ma he said, 
" Place now thyself that I may hold thee Ba&," 
And so we made one burden, fae and L 

As Garisenda, unto one who Btauda 

BenaaUi th' inoline, when o'er the mimrnit floata 
A pastUDg cloud, aguinst it semas to 1cu:i, 

So aeem'd Antseua as I watching staod 

To see him bend, and at tlie time my wish 
■Was that some other way had been my oh^oe ; 

But lightly he in the devouring gulf 
Of Lucifer and Judas, Bet ua down ; 
Nor Vbm inclin'd made he » long doby, 

But like a ship's maat upright rearM Ua fonn. 
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Did t abound in rh^rmes both hotme and rough, 
Such aB might suit this minerabla pit, 
Prees'd in by all the upper rocks of hell, 

I would bring forth more fully all the wealth 
Of my conceptloQ ; but alnce I bate none, 
Not without fear I giTe mj speech ita courw ; 

For 'tie no enterprise to pdiit a jest, 
Tht titter depUu of tha i^le worid to paint, 
Hot to Im Bpdcen by the mouth if babes. 

But may those unaefl »id me in my tstk 
Who gftTB Amphion help to tbB up Thebea, 
So that my speech be tmthftil to the ftot I 

Oh, above all, moat mle-begotten orew, 

Bound in thla place, where speech is hud ta find I 
Better had you been made bcastB of tiie field. 

VhiUt down tritbiu the gloomy pit ne stood 
Below the grant's feet, down Sa below, 
And I was gaung stiU at the high wall, 
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I heard one Bay — " Ses how tiboupasEert here; 

" See that thou tntmpleBt not iritb thy feet sdea » 

" Upon the sad and woe-wom breUiTen'a heads." 
On vluoh I torn'd, and, b t before me lay 

And nnderGwt, a lake, iridob, lee^ongealed, 

Bora not the look ^ water but of glass. 
Ne'er in ita oonne bo thick a covering bore ^ 

The Trinf 17 Danube in th« Austrian land, 

Nw yet the 1^1^ In its frozen clime, 
Aa now I aaw ; for had Tabflmiceh been 

Or Pietrapana here in ruin hurled, 

There had not on the edge been crack or creak. 3^ 
And as the frog croaks in its irot'ry home 

With muzzle out, when in her summer dream 

The village girl oft to the gleaning goes ; 
So the pale ghosts, to the shame speaking cheeky 

Livid and woefiil, in the ice were fixed, u 

And like a crane's hill chatt'iing played thdr teeth. 
Eaob one of tbese bie fine held domwaida bmt ; 

Of the great cold the moitth, and of tiie woe 

Of Ilia dead heart tita'^ra gave eridencev 
IVbeu I had looked around arane litUe space, ^ 

Then to my feet, I saw two joined so dose, 

EVn on tiint heads {he hairs aeem'd iuteriaoed, 
" Tell me, oh ye, thus botrndeu tnaat to breast, 

" Who are yoo, say ! " and they their neoks nWd round, 

And whan tbdt &oes looked on mine diiwt, « 
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HaSx team, whkh had been mdst within Qnai eyei. 
Gushed by the ejelidH aat, and then the frost 
Tear luito tesr fiirt teering held tiiemjcriiied. 

Nerei did cramp wood to its wood confine 
Slron^y aa thla ; bo titese tw<^ like two gooto, 
Butted and fought, □'er-nustet'd b]r tlirir rage. 

And ona whoso ears were both and whoUjr lost 
By tho grout Ikiet, nith hiii &oe still held down, 
Said — "Why on ub bo Batneat fix thy gaze) 

" If thou wouldst inow who be those spirita twiun, 
" That valley where Bisenzio downward flows, 
" Their father Albort's was, and then their own, 

" One woniii wan tlieirK ; and in all Caina's depth 
" Make search, and thou wilt find no spirit there 
" Whom this cold gelatine more truly fits ; 

" Not be whose breast was to his shadow pierced 
" By tho one Mow of royal Arthur's arm ; 
" Pooaoda not, nor hs who with hia head 

" So ban my viiiion I no flutoer see, 
" And who was Sasatd Hosdiaroni named ; 
" If Tnsoan, well &oii knoweat who he was. 

" And aa I hure no wish for fiirther talk, 
" Camioion da Pasd know me tbon; 
" Csriiu'I wiut, hia guUt will mine ezDUBO." 

Then saw I fitoee cotuitlets, deadly blue 
From the great oold, wheooa a great hoiTor onpt, 
And still oreqa o'er me, ftnm those frozen pocda. 
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And whilst towarda ttw eentral point we went, 
To idiieh MoIi wdght centres and graTitate^ 
And I wBS trembliiig in tb' eternal ahsdee, 

"Whether 'twere will, or destiny, or ehauoe, 

I know not ; but in threading through the heads 
AgaioBt a faoo I roughly struck my foot : 

Weeping, he cried to me — " Wiy bruise ms thua 1 
" Why, if not hither como to awcli revengo 
" For Moiit 'Aperti, tliua disquiet mef ' 

" Master," I isaid, let me liwhile delay, 
" To rid me of a doubt by this one raised, 
" Thou with auch haste as pleaaeth thee proceed." 

My guide stood stiil j whereon I spake the ghost, 
Who had not oeased to utter evil vorda : 
" Thou who milMt <Ah.Bre, who art tbon I " — 

" And thou, who n07 throng Antmora wallM 
, " Thus smiting othara, wlio art tlioat" be said, 
" Witb, wertthouHvli^iiia], tnoTOu^anaot}" — 

" Living I am ; md it may weloome prore," 
Was m.; response, *■ if &me bs thy desire, 
" Were tiiy name plamd in my reoording vaRN." 

He answei'd me — "Blg^t oOierwise my widi ; 
" n»m honoe, begone 1 disquiet me no more ; 
" Thjr Mierj suiteth nut these frosen dqitha." 

Cfa lliia I sei^d him by the hinder luur, 
S^Dg the while — "Thy name tbon ahalt jooDlumi 
" If not, no hur re 
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- Whereon he nid—J'Mliini^tlioaiearefltal], uo 
" I niD not tell m; name nor show &oe, 
" Thougji Hk mf head thou sbikU a fluniMnd times." 

I had his hair G^A twbted In mj hand. 
And finm the aoalp mora than one look had torn, 
He howling and his eyes downicard and sunk, igg 

mien, lo I another cried—" Buoca, what now t 
" Sound they not loud enough thy chatfring Jaws, 
" That thou must howl ; who is thy taunting fiend ! " 

" Elnotigb," 1 Baid, " I care to hear no more, 

" Moat wioltcd traitor I for to thy despite uo 
" True news of thee shall I convey above," 

" Begone," he answer'd ; " what thou choosest say, 
" But keep not silence, shouldst thou go from hence, 
" On him juat now bo ready with hia tongue. 

" Here he lamonts the Preuchnum's golden bribe ;■ 115 
" ' Him of Duent,' thou may'st eay, I aaw, 
" ' Where, in the irith'iing cold, the dmiets dicelL' 

" Shtmldst thon he a«k'd vho else wu bounden here j 
" Lo t than Beooarie at thy ^ then hant, 
" Whose neck at Florence felt the neveiing aze. m 

" Tonder thon hast Oiamd del Soldanier 
« With GaaEJloue, and that Tribaldell, 
" Who opod SWnza'B galea at dead of night." 

We had already left him, whsa I aair 
Two iu one hole so holden by the ice 115 
That the one heed aeeQi'd by the other oapp'd ; 
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And as in hunger bread is fiercely gnawed, 
So he above &Bten'd on li'm beneath 
His teeth irtiera bruu and neck their junotion form. 

And just u fl^dsiu in i^^* fimsa Hii^^^iw 
Did Henali^ ten^ raging gnair, 
So dealt he with the BkuQ and other parts. 

" Oh thoavlio pmveat fay tliii bmtalrign 
" Ihy bate to bhn thon feedest on in vA, 
" 7eli ve Hie Muw," I «iud J " onr compact flila, 

" TiiatH ag^ut liimtlMni haat jast oomplfont, 
" Who thou art, Imowing, and lAat his offence, 
" lUgltt wiU I do thee in the ii|iper wotW, 

" If sUQ the otgan my speech be nuHst." 
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His nmuth lie lifted from b!a eroel feast, 
Thtt Rimer, rad he iriped it oa the luun 
Of the hock-WBlp, ^AAih be had gnaved and torn. 

He then b^ui, '"Oxm will'M that I rooew 

" lliat deadly anguiBb, vhioh now chokes my heart, 
" In tllought alone, ere hy my lipa declared, 

" Bat if my words may proro the sood which bears 
" Shame unto him, the traitur whom I gnaw, 
" My tears and words oosimingled thoD Bhalt see. 

" I know not who thou art, I know not how 
" Thou earnest hitber, but to me it seems 
" ^Diat to the ear true FIorentiDe tbon art 

■* Know then that I Ootmt Ugolino was, 
" AndRngg^, the Amh1niliii|i this; 
" Nov list why I to him so oloBelj oGng. 

" l^iat tbrough the woddng of lus evil ^o^t^ 
" Putting in him trust, I was twtniyed 
" And done to deatl^ I have no need to say. 
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But that of which, thou hmt no meuis to Tsaow, 
" Of tiiat, mj deatli so full of cruel grief, 
" Hear now, and judge if he have dona ma wrong. 
A feeble wpertnrs within the mew, 
" Whleh now Onoogh me the name (tf fonune bew^ 
" And whicib OE otbets ttill must doBe it> ban, 
Had through Eta ebink alna^ to nine ejre 
" Shown many moonc, when that bad deep I alepti 
" Wliioh of my fhtnre tore udde tlu vdL 
This one qipear'd to me master and lotd, 
" HimliDg the wolf aiid wlielps towaida that mount, 
" 'Wliioh Luaoa's ti>vr*n from Fiaan eyea eonoeals. 
With well tnuned hounds, hungiy and keen of soent^ 
*' Gualandi, with Sismon^ and Tip.ufrfltiflh^ 
" Were placed by him in the first line of chace. 
' The course vtna short, for faint and vteary seemed 
" Parent end young, and, by the biting fangs, 
" Their flanks did look to me bleeding and torn. 
When I awoke before the break of day, 
" I felt my ehildren weeping in thoir dreams, 
" For they were with me, and they asked for bread. 
Cruel thou art, if now thine eye bo diy, 
" nimkiog on that which my uok heart foreldd ; 
" And if thou weepest not, when dost thou weep t 
Now they awiok^ and now tho bom drew near, 
" When eustom was to bring onr dul; food, 
" And each eve's dream began to oama him doubt, 
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" I felt the hammer otoaa tba door below 

" Of this towVIu^bk; kA then 1 looked 

" ISy ehildren in the baa, hat nothing Raid. 
" I ^ not veep for I ma stime widiin ; 

" But tiiey did weep, and litUe Annhn lud, so 
^num lookeit atiBiige, in; &tliar I tuitlioullir 
H StiU did I «eq> not, itill no word I ipake 

" AH that long dsj, and all tlut longer ni^ti 

" Tin on the wraild another mn anaei 
" Ab ftfiunt of li|^t found waj within n 

" Our doleful prison, and I then disoemed 

" Four fccea with the aspect of my own, 
" In my fierce ngoiiy butli my Imnds I bit ; 

" And they who thought I did this craving food, 

" Sprung in a moment to their feet, and uid, to 
" ' Oh, Mhar 1 it will lessen much our pain, 

" ' If thou wilt eat of us ; thou didst us ololbe 

" ' With this most wretched fleah, unclothe us too.' " 
" I calmed mjaslf, not to incresaa their grief ; 

" That day and all the next we were quite mute, b 

" Ah, Diael eartli, why open'd not tl^ jftWB 1 
" When to the fourth day we at length were come, 

" Stretohed at my fbet, my Oaddo fidling, said, 

" 'Why dootthonnot, my bther, Inngme help? 
" And then he died, and, aa thon ae&t me hem, 

" So did I tee the three drop one 1^ one. 
Between the fifth day and the mxth, and I 
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" Now blind, o'er each oos'b body darkling groped ; 
" Tbwe days I called them after they were dead ; 
" Hieii hunger did what sorrow oonld not da" 

When he had spoken, with distorted eye. 
Ones more hie teeth fixM on ilie trretohed ekull, 
Hungry and stroitg as a dog gnaws his bone. 

Ah, Piea I infamy of ^hoee who dwell 

In the fiiir region whera they sound the " Si ; " 
Since from thy neighbours puni^meut is slow, 

May both Capri's and Got^na's ieles. 

Shift from their base, and bar up Amo's mouth, 
So it may drown all living of thy race t 

For if Count Ugolino by report 

Was traitor to thy strongholds and to thea, 
To rook his children was no right of thine. 

Their unripe years, thou modem Thebes I absolved 
Young Hugo and Brigata &om the guilt, 
.And the two othen in my Teraes named. 

Onwaids we passed to where th' o'erpbw'ring (roat 
With cruel roQghneas held another band. 
Not with face down, but wholly upward turned. 

Their very weeing oheoka the floiw >^ i«ara, 
And grie( an outlet from the eyes deban'd, 
BoQb inward and becomes a donUe grief; 

For the fint ttara, all gatbeied in one ^va^ 
And with the aemblanoe (X a crystal- maak, 
nil up belcw the bram each hollow space. 
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And tlMn^ indeed, as in a oaUmu grorlii, 
Tbnmi^ the abonnding oold, eenaation all, 
EVn on the instant, in my fiice had oeued, 

Tet did I Heem to feel some paaaing breeze ; 
Wheretm I >aid—" Master, who moveth this 1 
" In this great deep is not all vapour qnenohad t" 

And then he s^d to me — " Soon tium sbalt be 
" Where to thy quest the eye ahall answer ^to, 
" The cause beholding whioh tliis ti^or morcs." 

And one aad spirit of the fnnen crust 

Exolaim'd — " Oh, bouIh so oruel 1 that for you 
" Hath been reserv'd tiie lowest place of hell, 

" Lift JO this stouy veil from off my face, 

" So I may vent the grief which swells my heart 
" One moment, ero my t^jora again congeaL" 

On which I said—" If thou wouldst have my help 
" Say who tliou art, and if I free thee not, 
" To tho gi^t ioo's bed may I go down." 

He answer'd— " I Fra Alberigo am ; 

" And of that evil gaiden owned the fimit, 
" And hen the fl^ I fbr the date eiidiange." 

" Ah," said I, "art thou also wi& the deadt" 
To irtiieh he answei'd-—" In the upper world, 
" How fitrsB my body, knowlei^ I have nana 

<' This Tolomea sueh ad-Taut^ hatit, 
" That herein oftentimes the souL may M 
" Before the thread be eat by Atropos. 
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" And that thou roay'st more willingly diBparsa 

" Tlieae icy teara which glaze mj wrotthed face, 

" Know this I a Boul ao aooner treachery doth, 
" As I have done, than is the bod; olutohed Qg 

" And governed by a devil at his will, 

" Until the hour-glasB of ita lif^ be ran, 
" Pltmged in tiiis gulf of ntter woe it falls ; 

" And it may be, still in the flesh alxtve 

" H&t ^loat is Been, behind me wintering there^ 13s 
" Thou ou^fet to know lum, if jnrt hither come ; 

" He is Ser Branca d'Orin, — rnnny yearH 

" Have come and gone idnoe he wu here enclos'd." 
*' Methlnlu,'' I euA to him, " then mookeat mc 1 

" Never hath Branca d'Oria tasted death ; 

" Ho eats, and drinliB, and sleopa, and weareth olothe&" 
" Above in Mal6branch6'8 tronoh," ho said, 

" Where boils for ever the tenacioiiB pitch, 

" Not yet ii,-.d Midiacl Z;iiidit f.)Lind hia place, 
" Wlieii till-; liEii' l.j:'t, i\ devil in hi^ fteiid U5 

" In hia own body, aud bis kiii^inan'a tuo, 

" Who in the deed of tro:(.cli'ry «itli liiui aliiireJ. 
" But now towards mo Btrctch tliou furtli tliy hand, 

" Open mine eyes." Hia eyes I opened not ; 

lyiaxtaxieBf in me wea grace to him. mo 
Ah, Genoese I ya men with heart; devoid 

Of ev^ vurtne. Ml of ev'ry vice, 

Why from the world not utterly osat out I 
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For with Roniflgna's very foulest soul 

One I haTo found of thine who for his deods 
Ev"!! now his apirit in Cocytus bathes, 

Wlulit Ika yet aeemi & breathing lifa above. 
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" Veiilla Befpi piDdeuut ioferni 

" Lo, tow'rfs US ! therefore strain thy forward gaio," 
}ij master said, " that thou his form behold." 

Aa when a fiig In heavy masKB breathes, 

Or Then our hemisphere is dimmed by night, 
To distant eye the wind-driven mill appears ; 

So Tsa the atruotnre I now seemed to see ; 
Then whsn the air-blast came I sbmnic behind 
Mj chief for slielter— other there waa none, 

Now ; and with fear mj pen indites the verse, 
I was where wholly covered were the ghosts, 
And Been banqiarent as a straw in f^tm ; 

Some prootnite by, whilst otheni were erect, 
Ttut vllh hia head, imd fliat one with his sale* ; 
Another like an aroh, ftce tamed to feet. 

When va were so fitr on onr wa; advaneed, 
Tb».t it ^d pktse m; master to point <mt 
The oreature once in fbrm so heautiAiI, 
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He from before me pitsseJ, uiid litld me there, 

" Lo ! Dia," ho Buid ; " and lo !" he said. " the place 
" Whore tlioii tlij spirit must with courage arm." 

How terror-frozen I become and faint, 
Ask not, oh Tcader, irhat I cannot write, 
For tkU that I could say would feeble seem. 

I did not die^ I Boatccil; ww alive ; 
Hut tbon one ipail of ftnoy, think Oioa then 
How I baoama «iio Imew not daatlt nor li&. 

Lo, the great Emperor of the realm of me 
Bobs from hia middle breaat finfh &om the ios I 
And I dame neuei to a ^ant^a bulk, 

'Hum did the ^ant'a to hia aim alone ; 
Judge now how gnat must be the migh^ whole, 
With the pext leen proportion due to bear ; 

If Scat in beauty once as hideous now, 
And to hia Maker lifting his proud eye. 
Well might he be the Eource of ev'ry grief. 

Ah, gieat indeed to me the marvel aecmed 
When I beheld three faces to hia huad ! 
In &oat WBB one, and of vermilion hue ; 

Hie other two, which were to this one joined, 
AboTH the middle of each shoulder rose. 
And at the head's crest forro'd themselves iu one. 

Of white and yellow mingled Boeua'd the right ; 
The left one looked like unto those who dwell 
Where to Ita ndley widening rolla the Nila 
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Bcueath each me of tlieso. two wings come fitrtli, 

Mighty as suited to ao vast a bird - 

Sails of the ocean such I never saw. 
Thej had not quills, but were in BtmcturG formed 

As a bat's wing ; and isa he Sapped tliem, then jq 

Three Ipy blasts of viiad moved fcarth from him, 
Whence u Oocytas ta its deptlu congealed. 

WiSi bis ux eyes he vept, utd hia thnee ohiua 

Dripi^d down viili mmgjed tean and Uoody foun. 
In his each month he with his cruel teeth as 

A Binner crushed, as the hnke tean the flax; 

So that at one time three the tOTtun fblt. 
To him in front the bho was tuinght oompared 

With the sharp tearing, which at times the back 

Left scarified and of its skin despoiled. gg 
" That sou] high up, who greatest tarmenti hath, 

" Judas Iscariot is," my master said ; 

" His head within, his feet convulsed without. 
" The other two with their heads downward stretched, 

" One Brutus is who from the black jaw lianga ; 

" See how he writhes, and yet no word he speaks ; 
" And Cbs»us he who eeems so strong of limb, 

" But the night waxes upward ; now is time 

"That we depart J all to be seen is uan." 
As was his pleasure, I entwined his neok, n 

While he time and plaee ^liek note obwn'd, 

And when the vinga neie cpen'd fiill and latigs, 
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Made &at Iub bold upon the hairy ribi. 
Then tuft \ij toft dmrnwaKU he feh Ills mjr 
Twixt the thick htdr and the hard frozen orurt, 73 

When we had reaahed the part wheie rolk the thigh 
Into the Bubatanoe of the swalliag haunch, 
Mj guide with muoh diatress and earnest toil 

ReverB'd hie head to where his feet had been, 

And seized the hair like to a nian who olimbs, w 
So that DiBtbought we turned again to helL 

" Hold firm ! for by no other stair than this," 
My master said, panting like weary man, 
" Can we depart fiom thia great place of woe," 

Then )sj a tooI^ outlet forth he passed, ^ 
And made me teat mjself npon the ledge, 
He ncsring me, but 1^ a cantiDUB tread. 

Mne eye I lifted up and thou^t to Sod, 
Aa I had left him, Looifbr tmohHiged 
And, lo J I saw him vith his &et revenwd. ^ 

And if I then was wearied and peijdeied, 
Let the dull herd be judge, who do not see 
What was the point which I had newly passed. 

" Arise ! " my master said, " up to thy feet ; 

The Wfij iH lung, and ovil is the road, a 
" Now midsviLy climbs the sun hia matin course." 

It was tio lofty piUtice'd aiiloon 

Where wo now were, but nature's dungeon cave, 
Where the soil bakfiil iras, and the light want 
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CAXTO XXX17. 



" Before I stir ii)}'8elf from iliis siijea, ua 
" Master," I mid, vlien upright I had ria'n, 
" Somsthiug eipUun that I no longer orr. 

" Where be the ioe 1 and why ia this one flied 
" RereraSd thus t and hov, in houn so fev 
" From «yo to mom hath the sun run hie course)" its 

And then hs said — " Thyeelf thou thiukeat still 
" On th' other tide tha centre, vhare I grasped 
" The hair of the world-piercing worm malign, 

" On that side tliou, so long us I went down ; 

" When I ]\iui tiinicd, than thou li]Ldst passed the jHiint ng 
" Wliitlifj.- r<-<nn L'v'iT piLft iJI w,.i-l,l3 do tend ; 

" Sow thou art tiio liciiu.-plicre bc.iMth, 

" OpiK.9L-il to tli^.t wi^i'd liy the giviit dvy l.md, 
" Aud under whose meridian height He died, 

" The Man, in hirtii nnd life, who knew no idtL he 
" Tli; feet are planted on the Hiiiallcr sphere, 
" Which fbnuB on th' other side Giiideoca,'H bound. 

" Hera it ie morning when 'tie ev'ning there ; 
" And he whose duggy hide our ladder made, 
" As he has ever been, still fixed remuinE. ug 

" Upon this part east out from hesT'o he Ml ; 
" And then the laud, which er'iTwhere had spread, 
" for fear of him the ocean made her vul, 

" And reached our hemiBphero ; and it may be, 
*' Fleebg from him, this empty space was left us 
" By that which yonder shone and upwards swells." 
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CANTO xxxir. 



There isbenenth a p]tic<: f^iv rcniuti! 

From Beebebub aw Ihi.' ^'i t.it (oinb cMemU, 
Which, uot by sight, but Ijj tlic mrnaA it kiiOHii 

Of a amall rivulot which here dcsccuiia 

Through u rock's cleft, which it hod woin ar^ny. 
Where windH its aurrent domi the gentle slope. 

My chief and I, foUuving diiB hidden path. 
Set forth on onr retom to the bright world ; 
Btmng no thoogbt nor oare fbr an j rest, 

Upwards we olomb, he first and second T, 
Till I at length through a round openiug saw 
Those beauteous things which with the heavens revolve 

Thence we went fortb ouoe more to see the sfara. 



MUNne Ai THi "cHMFioii" omct, uMema sctLDtxa*, iatb. 
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